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• Paper 2: Speaking - content and conduct of the exam

• Transcriptions with examiner commentary

- Foundation tier role-play

- Higher tier Photo-card

- Foundation tier General Conversation

- Higher tier General Conversation

• Q&A after each section

• Support available from AQA
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Overview of presentation
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25% of GCSE, 60 marks at both tiers

• Length of exam: 

– Foundation Tier: 7-9 minutes and 12 minutes’ supervised preparation time

– Higher Tier: 10-12 minutes and 12 minutes’ supervised preparation time

• Tests conducted and recorded by the teacher within a specified five week period in 

April-May

• All tests set and marked by AQA examiners

• Teachers will have access to the confidential material up to three working days in 

advance of the test period to do their preparation
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Paper 2: Speaking



Test will consist of three parts:

• Part 1 - role-play - two mins at both tiers (15 marks)

• Part 2 -  discussion of photo card - two mins at Foundation Tier 
and three mins at Higher Tier (15 marks)

• Part 3 - general conversation – 3-5 mins at Foundation Tier and 
5-7 mins at Higher Tier (30 marks)
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Paper 2: Speaking
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Paper 2: Speaking

Communication
Knowledge and 
use of language

Range and 
accuracy of 

language

Pron and 
intonation

Spontaneity and 
fluency

Total

Role-play 10 5 15

Photo Card 15 15

General 
Conversation

10 10 5 5 30

Total 35 5 10 5 5 60
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Allocation of marks across the speaking test
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Paper 2: Speaking

Candidate order Role-play
Candidate’s chosen 

Conversation Theme
Photo Card 

Candidate’s Second 
Conversation theme

1 5

Theme 1 H (Theme 2) Theme 3

Theme 2 I (Theme 3) Theme 1

Theme 3 B (Theme 1) Theme 2

2 9

Theme 1 F (Theme 3) Theme 2

Theme 2 A (Theme 1) Theme 3

Theme 3 D (Theme 2) Theme 1
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Sequencing table for Speaking tests



• Six role-plays will be set at each Tier in every series – one card per student (no choice of card)

• Instructions to students are in English. 

• Each role-play has five tasks which include an unpredictable task and a task where the student is required 

to ask a question

• Students prepare their responses in the preparation time and can use these notes during the test

• The role-play will take approx. two minutes at each Tier

• Teacher role is scripted at both Tiers

• AQA specifies sequence of role-plays (in Teacher’s Booklet)

• Assessed for communication and use of language

• Mix of formal and informal role-play scenarios requiring the appropriate form of address

• Exemplification of application of marking criteria is included in each mark scheme 
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Paper 2: Part 1 – Role-play general information
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Paper 2 Speaking : Teacher conduct (Role play)

1. Position the microphone nearer the student

2. Stick to the teacher script in the booklet

3. Timely interruptions (before the student finishes)

4. Request for repetition (in TL)

5. Two-part questions
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Paper 2 Role-play : advice to students

1. Read the introduction carefully.

It sets the scene and helps you understand what you are being asked to do.

2. Write down what you are going to say for each bullet point.

Writing down your answers in full helps you feel confident in the first part of your test.

3. Only prepare the required number of details for each bullet point.

Adding more details than you are asked for could affect your marks.

4. Remember to answer in full sentences.

You must include at least one verb in your answer.

5. Make sure you know the question words in the target language.

Words like when, what, why, where, and how will help you complete the question task.

6. You can ask for repetition.

Make sure you know how to ask for this in the target language.
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Example of Foundation tier role-play
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Foundation tier role-play: 
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• Six photo cards will be set in each series – one card per student (no choice of card)

• Photos are the same at Foundation and Higher Tiers

• Student’s card contains three of the five questions which will be asked so the student can prepare their 

responses during the preparation time and use these notes in the test

• First question always the same – what is there in the photo?

• At Foundation tier, one question on the student’s card will be in a tense other than the present

• The discussion will take approximately two minutes at Foundation Tier and three minutes at Higher Tier

• Teacher asks questions as provided in Teacher’s material

• Assessed for Communication only
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Paper 2: Part 2 – Discussion of a Photo Card



1. Paraphrasing the question – with the same meaning

2. The 5 follow-on questions – as printed

3. Timing of the Photo card task

4. Use of tenses
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Paper 2 Speaking : Teacher conduct (Photo Card)
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Paper 2 Photo-card : advice to students

1. Use the preparation time effectively.

Write out notes for what is on the photo. Remember – you can’t pretend to be in the photo!

Write out your answers to the questions you see on the photo card. Think about what the other questions could be.

2. Keep answers simple and clear.

You can mention anything you see in the photo. Keep to language you understand – there are no marks in this part of the test for 

complex language, only for Communication, so keep it simple and clear.

3. Remember to answer in full sentences.

Prepare answers of at least three sentences for each of the three questions on the card, using a verb in each one.

4. Listen carefully for key words in the questions.

One of the prepared questions at Foundation tier will require an answer in a time frame other than the present. 

At Higher tier, one question will require an answer which refers to a future event and one question will require an answer which refers to 

a past event. 

You can ask for repetition of a question, but make sure it is in Chinese.  Practise how to do this.



Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 16

Example of Higher tier Photo card
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Higher tier Photo-card: 
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• The conversation is based on the two Themes not covered in the photo card

• Student will nominate first Theme for discussion but will not know the questions which will be asked

• Suggested questions covering full ability range provided for each Theme in the Teacher’s Booklet – 
these are not compulsory

• Students are required to ask a question during this part of the test and this can be at any point. 

 NB: There is a 1 mark penalty if a student fails to ask a question

Assessed for:

• Communication – 10 marks

• Range and accuracy of language  - 10 marks

• Pronunciation and intonation – 5 marks

• Spontaneity and fluency – 5 marks
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Paper 2: Part 3 – General Conversation



1. Ensure you are meeting the minimum and maximum timings

2. Train students to give and justify opinions

3. Tailor your questioning to the ability of the individual student

4. Encourage students to ask you a question in the discussion of the first theme

5. Ask follow-up questions

6. Announce the change of theme in Chinese

7. Keep a close eye on the time allowed for the second theme

8. Remember to prompt the student to ask you a question 
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Paper 2 Speaking : Teacher conduct (General Conversation)
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Paper 2 General Conversation: advice to students
1. Listen carefully.

Listen carefully to what your teacher asks you. Listen out for question words and familiar phrases.

2. Need to hear it again? Just ask.

It’s fine to ask your teacher to repeat a question. Make sure you know how to do this in the language you’re learning.

3. Think before you speak.

You don’t have to answer straight away. Take a moment to think about what you want to say. Work hard on your pronunciation.

4. Show what you know!

Try to vary the language you use and use different words and phrases in your answers.

For example: give opinions and reasons / have different ways of expressing opinions / have a bank of different adjectives / use 

connectives to make your sentences longer/more complex where possible.

5. Ask your teacher a question

Ideally ask your question during the first theme, to ensure you don’t run out of time and/ or forget.
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Examples of foundation & higher General conversation

Foundation Tier
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Examples of foundation & higher General conversation

Higher Tier
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We’d love to hear from you!

Contact us
We’re here to support you throughout the 
year, answer your questions and always 
provide up-to-date, expert advice.

8am–4pm Monday to Friday

Tel: 01423 534 381

Email: mfl@aqa.org.uk

Feedback

tel:0161%20957%203980
mailto:mfl@aqa.org.uk
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Get quick access to resources, training, events and much more tailored to your role and subject 

specialism.

myAQA is already linked with your Centre Services account. So, what are you waiting for? Spend 

less time looking for what you need and more time on what really matters – teaching.​

Get a Centre 
Services 
account

Fill in your 
myAQA profile

Start accessing 
everything 

myAQA has to 
offer

aqa.org.uk/myaqa

Get started



My  training Take professional development, your profile information will ensure we 
signpost the very best training for you

My resources Find exactly what you need, when you need it. Your profile will help us 
suggest the best and most popular resources for you

My support Help is never more than a click away. Whether it’s through our subject 
experts, account managers or the broader customer services team, if 
you have a question, we’ve got the answer (AQA | Useful Contacts | 
Contact Us)

My network Our in-person events, Curriculum Connect sessions and thought-
provoking webinars provide you with chances to do just that. And your 
profile information will ensure you get the opportunities that are right 
for you.

My profile By completing your profile and using information such as your job role 
and subject specialisms, we’ll speed up your access to the tools, 
training and resources that are right for you
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myAQA: bringing it all together in one place

https://www.aqa.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.aqa.org.uk/contact-us


• Examiners’ reports are available in AQA Centre Services. Visit: https://onlineservices.aqa.org.uk/

• Summer 2025 question papers and published mark schemes available in Centre Services. 

• Training for GCSE conduct of speaking tests available on the AQA website under GCSE Chinese, Paper 2 in the Assessment tab.  
There is also an on-demand recording of a recent webinar at this link. Visit: AQA | Professional Development | Course Finder 
for more information.

• GCSE Chinese (Mandarin) 8673 | Planning Resources | AQA materials available on the AQA website. Navigate to Subjects – 
Chinese – GCSE Chinese (Spoken Mandarin), then visit the ‘Planning resources’ tab. 

• 2026 Instructions for the Conduct of the exams available on AQA website on GCSE subject pages in the ‘Assessment resources’ 
tab. 

• Please remember that materials on Centre Services are securely protected for the benefit of all AQA schools and do not share 
them in any form.
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Support from AQA for GCSE Chinese

https://onlineservices.aqa.org.uk/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chinese-mandarin/gcse/chinese-mandarin-8673/planning-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chinese-mandarin/gcse/chinese-mandarin-8673/planning-resources
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