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Before we begin...
Please write your NAME on a post it (in English!)

Then divide the post- it  into 3 sections:

In top section, draw ONE 爱好 you do:

In the middle, write what you ate昨天晚饭:

In the bottom, write/draw 你害怕的东西：



About me
20+ years teaching Chinese, Spanish, german and French

5 years teacher educator (ML PGCE Oxford, ECT facilitator)

Current head of mandarin, didcot girls’ school (0.4FTE)

Project and network coordinator, NCLE (0.6FTE)

MSc student motivation in chinese (oxford)



1. Your own context –issues of student 
motivation or retention?

2. The power of ‘Belonging’ (theory)
3. My MSc enquiry and findings from 

research
4. Practical idea to enhance your 

students’ belonging (small tweaks 
and bigger ideas!)

5. Further reading/action

Aims of the session:



what other reasons 
for their lack 
of motivation 

exist?

Think about 1 or 
more students in 

your own 
classroom with 
whom you felt 
disconnected

How motivated were 

they in Chinese?

How was their 

confidence in their 

own ability?

What did you try in 

order to help them? 

How successful was 

this?

Whose opinions did 
they tend to 

follow?

Were they like this 

for all teachers?

Who did they respect 

and why?

PLEASE SHARE WHATEVER YOU FEEL 
COMFORTABLE TO WITH SOMEONE 

ON YOUR TABLE.



belonging
1.Belonging is a Fundamental Need
2.Perceptions Shape Belonging
3.Small Acts Have Big Impacts
4.Connection Requires Effort



https://neu.org.uk/site
s/default/files/2023-
04/Belonging%20resea
rch%20booklet.pdf 
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• The need for social connections, 
belongingness, and meaningful 
relationships with others. ​

• Feeling understood, cared for, and 
connected to others in a way that 
satisfies the desire. ​

“relatedness”
a basic psychological need

SELF-DETERMINATION THEORY OF HUMAN 
MOTIVATION (Ryan & Deci, 1985)

relatedness

autonomy

competence

intrinsic motivation



Teaching 
intervention

Student 
teacher 
takes over



• Curriculum time Vs Content

• Anxiety about speaking in TL, poor attendance

• SEND / Cultural "differences"

• ‘Tutor groups’ Vs ‘option groups’

• Behaviour policy –e.g. silent independent work or uniform 

checks

barriers to ‘relatedness 
in our classrooms



Which parts of the curriculum do your students find:
a) Relevant?
b) Less relevant?

How much time do you            
spend planning and resourcing 
lessons every week?

What have you already tried to make lessons more 
relevant?
How successful were you?  (Can you share resources?)



Share details and pictures 

about YOUR own life and/or 

learning journey.

TEACH friendship and communication 

explicitly –

change seating often, use groupwork.

reward teamwork

Ask/tell them “WIIFM?” 
(*What's in it for me?)

\

Get their feedback 
regularly, 

put them in charge of 
their learning journey

Small tweaks to 

lessons…



More tweaks…

Peer nominations
Celebrate mistakes

Build in a routine for ‘catching 

up’ people who were away last 

lesson. 

e.g. “If I were to explain last 

lesson to someone who was 

away …”

Use their names  in your 
written /spoken  examples 

and in assessments

Be curious!

do YOUR homework - talk 

to other teachers and 

parents, keep notes .



Allow them to 
design a unit (including 

homework tasks)

Play Crazy Circle! 

MFL/Chinese 
specific ideas 

(with examples)

Class survey, 

leading to 

notebook

Special person 

interview

Venn diagram –

relate to 

Real/fictional 

characters

Hexagon –interview 

followed by group 

activity

WHICH OF THESE DO 
YOU WANT TO HEAR 

ABOUT FIRST? 



她是英国人。
她是法国人。

她游泳游得非常快。

她的爱好是游泳。

她叫 Michelle。

她叫 Malia。
她在海边游泳。

她在游泳池游泳。她游泳游得比较慢。

她和家人一起游泳。

她赢了游泳的金牌。



https://towardproficiency.com/2023/0
8/26/card-talk-is-just-the-beginning/

Venn diagram steps...
1) Special person interview (a classmate) - discover the student likes 

swimming, follow up questions
2) Write up some sentences about her (Michelle).
3) The next day, read an article about a famous swimmer and 

answer questions.
4) Listen to teacher read aloud sentences and point to 'Malia' or 

'Michelle' (refer to glossary for tricky words)
5) In pairs/groups, sort the written sentences according to the Venn 

diagram.
6) Hands down questioning – read aloud sentences to check.
7) Optional follow on – writing practice using structures like BUT... 

or BOTH..
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今天 我们 要。。
学习 ：

练习：

Some facts about each 
other!  

Likes/dislikes 

Question forms

Find out about each other

Image result for objective
Example: Special Person Interviews

首先

• Guess the mystery person by 
understanding some 
sentences

然后
• Interview the mystery person

最后

• Interview your classmates to 
find out what you have in 
common

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjH-fy9pPDYAhUBFhQKHYVHBtsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.projectsmart.co.uk/purpose-of-project-management-and-setting-objectives.php&psig=AOvVaw2OEDm1zeeGCjfi-fNaMGsO&ust=1516872480218277


她是谁？

1.她喜欢看书。

2.她不喜欢狗。

3.她喜欢吃橄榄（gan lan 

–olives)

4.她最喜欢的动物
(dongwu)是猪zhu



Special Person Interview

1.你最喜欢吃什么？
2.你不喜欢吃什么？
3.昨天晚上你吃了什么？
4.你喜欢喝咖啡吗？
5.你喜欢不喜欢中国菜？



The Hexagon Game

1. Now working in pairs, ask each other the questions from the interview in 
Chinese and write 1-2 words in English/Pinyin near your number 

2. Then get together with a bigger group and see if you can get ALL of your 
hexagons to tesselate (you are allowed to place one next to another if you 
have the same or similar answers to at least 1 question.





Crazy Circle –choose a sentence to read aloud, if it's true for you, stand 
up and change seats!

我喜欢看书。

我不喜欢狗。

我喜欢吃..(eg.橄榄gan lan –olives)

我最喜欢的动物(dongwu)是(eg.猪zhu

我害怕haipa (scared of)（eg.蜘蛛zhizhu

昨天晚上我吃了..

你的爱好是..



Takeaways

• “Every day is a school day”, aim to learn as much about them as we 
expect them to learn from our lessons!

• To feel a sense of Belonging, students should ‘relate’ to both classmates, 
their teacher AND the content they are learning.

• Belonging is a key component of motivation which can lead to attainment 
and well-being in students and teachers!



Thank you 
very much 




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: https://towardproficiency.com/2023/08/26/card-talk-is-just-the-beginning/ 
	Slide 17: Example:  Special Person Interviews 
	Slide 18: 她是谁？
	Slide 19: Special Person Interview
	Slide 20: The Hexagon Game
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Takeaways
	Slide 24
	Slide 25

