
Objectives:

1. A brief recap of an action research about using music 

    to teach Mandarin.  

2. To use an original Chinese song to create lesson activities. 

3. To create your own Chinese lyrics for existing music. 

        Presenter: Bairong Zhang (Taylor) 

                         Head of Mandarin from the Petersfield School



Overall, coinciding with other research, the results of this project provide a 

solid ground for Mandarin educators and teachers to conduct musical 

intervention in a similar manner to improve students’vocabulary knowledge of 

all four modalities.  

Aim: To investigate how learning through songs impacts Chinese as Second 

Language (CSL) school learners’development of vocabulary knowledge in 

spoken and written languages.



Aim: To investigate how learning through songs 

impacts Chinese as Second Language (CSL) school 

learners’ development of vocabulary knowledge. 

PRA: Listen to a word and 
         tell its meaning in English.

ARA: Given an English word
          and tell its equivalent in spoken Chinese.

Aural
Language 



Aim: To investigate how learning through songs 

impacts Chinese as Second Language (CSL) school 

learners’ development of vocabulary knowledge. 

PRW: Read a word and 
          tell its meaning in English.

ARW: Given an English word
          and tell its equivalent in written Chinese.

Written
Language 



 Q: How to apply the research 

      to classroom practice?



Task1
Objective 2:

To use an original Chinese song to create lesson activities.



 Q: Provided with this lyric 

sheet and a recorded audio 

of the song, think of as many 

lesson activities as possible?



Lesson activity1:
Filling in the blanks (W) & 

Translate the words. 

Q: How to support and challenge 

leaners of different abilities?
- provide written characters/words

- divide the song into sections 

- allow the use of ipads/dictionaries...

- remove pinyins 

- find and underline characters 

  according to English words given

- translate sentences into English... 



Lesson activity2:
Sing along (S). 

Q: How to support and challenge 

leaners of different abilities?
- add pinyin and English to some 

  highlighted words

- play the audio to practice singing along

- teach singing line by line

- divide into groups (mixed abilities) to practce

- to sing a line in various speed

- substitute some words with English

- come up with dance moves in groups 



Task2
Objective 3: To create your own Chinese lyrics for 

existing music. 



Task: Listen to the background music (only the verses), and 

          create Chinese lyrics (collectively/individually) that

1. talk about a busy day that you had (past tense); 

2. match the melody of the music (so people can sing along); 

3. showcase words and grammar that you have learned 

    inside&outside the curriculum (be ceative with your content); 

4. are educational and polite. 

E.g. Start with ordering food in a restaurant 

       我要鸡肉炒饭，还有鸡蛋炒面。



Q&A
Youtube channel resources (@songwritingcreative):  

Wechat: 
tennessee33

Tiktok: 
@creativesongwriti

Email: taylorzhang07@gmail.com


