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Aims

Challenge the idea that literature is only for advanced learners by showing its benefits 

from the start.

Use literature to boost linguistic, cultural, and aesthetic skills.

Apply teaching methods to enhance learning for students at all levels.



Have you ever considered integrating literature into 
your teaching? 

Why yes? Why not?  



Benefits of teaching/learning literature 
Why teach literature? 

Ruth Heilbronn (2019) “Literature, Culture and Democratic Citizenship”

• The power in stories: “We can capture what has happened and is 

happening to us personally and to the world as a whole.” (p.13)

• Moral imagination – develop empathy 

• Nourish human needs/human development 

• Cultural references – debate and discussions – critical thinking 

The story of the box & nails; The story of a grandpa & his addiction. 



What kind(s) of literature can you think of? 

Original texts – Translated texts

Fiction – Non-fiction 

Classical poetry – modern poetry 

Picture books – E-books 



Sample activity: 猜诗题



猜诗题

《爸爸》

生气时的爸爸

像火山爆发

谁碰到了

谁就倒霉



猜诗题

《游戏》
小弟弟，我们来游戏。
我当老师，
你当学生。
姊姊，那么，小妹妹呢？
小妹妹太小了，
她什么都不会做。
我看——
让她当校长算了。



猜诗题

《雨》

滴滴答答的落下来

人们说：烦死了

雨听到了

哭得更大声！



猜诗题

《雪》

咦？

明明今天是圣诞节

可是外面都是汤圆

难道

时间婆婆搞错了吗？



猜诗题

《蜜蜂》

蜜蜂是个采花贼

也是个工人

又是个大媒人

真奇怪！



Sample activity: Book club













Sample lesson: Picture book









How to make a story book (video)



Students’ work



Students’ work – by Kor



Students’ work – by Kor



Students’ work – by Kor



Students’ work



Students’ work



Sample lesson: Calligram (Poetry)



Calligram Lesson plan 



















Link to video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ0x1YOuMwQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ0x1YOuMwQ






















Students’ work – Poems & Calligram



Students’ work – Poems & Calligram



Students’ work – Poems & Calligram



Students’ work – Poems & Calligram



Students’ work – Poems & Calligram



Students’ work – Poems & Calligram



Assessment 

Any ideas?

Think creative and diverse assessments.

What have we seen so far?  



Book club learning outcomes

Discussions

Book reviews: 

https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book-

reviews/the-ventriloquists-daughter/

Mandarin showcase (student presentation)

Beyond the book club…

Student testimonials, e.g., 

7 years after this book club, a post A-level 

student who was in the book club when he 

was in Year 7, said to me, “Miss, I’m reading 

this book that mentioned the foot-binding 

culture, it’s really interesting… you should do 

the book club again, Miss!”

https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book-reviews/the-ventriloquists-daughter/


Picture book / Poetry learning outcomes

Students work:

Picture books

Poems 

Grammar, writing/speaking skills, creativity, cultural understanding, critical 

thinking skills, curiosity, and maybe, even deeper learning?



Other Assessment Ideas

• Chatterpix Kids 

• Reflective journal

• Edited videos (by the teacher)



Chatterpix Kids



Reflective journal

Literature commentary or critique in L1

Sample guided questions:

• What is the overall theme or central message of the work?

• What is the main narrative or sequence of ideas presented in the poem?

• What are the key images, symbols, or metaphors used in the poem? 

• How does the poet's use of language, including diction, syntax, and figurative language, contribute to 

the meaning and mood of the poem?

• What deeper interpretations or connotations can be drawn from the poet's choices in language and 

form?

• Does the poem resonate with you personally, and why or why not?



Edited videos



Edited videos



Write a poem / calligram: 

How would you present this poem using calligram? 

Teachers can change the poem if you like.

Discuss:

Which literature activity do you like/dislike?

How would you modify it to suit your workload and students’ interests? 

Your turn!



Children’s e-book: https://children.moc.gov.tw/index

Free picture books with voice over, extended reading activity, 

games, etc.

Resources

https://children.moc.gov.tw/index


Resources

Book club

https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/b

ook-club/

https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/s

chools/school-bookclubs/

https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book-club/
https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/schools/school-bookclubs/


Diamantidaki, F. (Ed.). (2019). 

Teaching literature in modern 

foreign languages. Bloomsbury 

Publishing. 

Resources



Diamantidaki, F., Pan, L., & Carruthers, K. 

(2018). Mandarin Chinese Teacher Education Issues and 

solutions (Vol. 1). UCL IOE Press.

Resources



IOE Mars – MEP projectsResources



IOE Mars: 

https://ci.ioe.ac.uk/mandarin-

resources-for-schools/

Search “MEP projects” or

Tick “Student project”

Resources

https://ci.ioe.ac.uk/mandarin-resources-for-schools/


IOE Mars – MEP projectsResources



https://www.ou.edu/cis/research/institute-for-us-china-issues/us-china-cultural-issues/newman-prize-for-

english-jueju/about-english-jueju

Resources

https://www.ou.edu/cis/research/institute-for-us-china-issues/us-china-cultural-issues/newman-prize-for-english-jueju/about-english-jueju


Dr. Kan Qian – Modern Chinese Literature Book Club (e-Forum)

Prof. Frances Weightman – Book/Story review competition, Bai MeiGui story book translation 

competition (e-Forum)

中国现代诗歌大全 – http://www.shigeku.com/xlib/xd/sgdq/index.htm

Chinese Books for Young Readers (Children’s Chinese literature recommendations, blog, book shop, 

etc) – https://chinesebooksforyoungreaders.wordpress.com/

China Children’s Press & Publication Group – CCPPG Catalogue 2020

纸托邦 Paper Republic (translated stories database) – https://paper-republic.org/

Resources

http://www.shigeku.com/xlib/xd/sgdq/index.htm
https://chinesebooksforyoungreaders.wordpress.com/
https://chinesebooksforyoungreaders.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-picture-book-small-pdf-1.pdf
https://paper-republic.org/


Thank you!


