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Aims

Challenge the idea that literature is only for advanced learners by showing its benefits
from the start.

Use literature to boost linguistic, cultural, and aesthetic skills.

Apply teaching methods to enhance learning for students at all levels.



Have you ever considered integrating literature int
your teaching?

Why yes? Why not?



Benefits of teaching/learning literature

Why teach literature?

Ruth Heilbronn (2019) “Literature, Culture and Democratic Citizenship”
The power in stories: “We can capture what has happened and is
happening to us personally and to the world as a whole.” (p.13)
Moral imagination — develop empathy
Nourish human needs/human development

Cultural references — debate and discussions — critical thinking

The story of the box & nails; The story of a grandpa & his addiction.



What kind(s) of literature can you think of?

Original texts — Translated texts
Fiction — Non-fiction
Classical poetry — modern poetry

Picture books — E-books
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Sample activity: Book club
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Lin Man-Chiy

[HE VENTRILOQUISTY

]

JAUGHTER

TRANSLATED BY HELEN WANG

RCES FOR SCHOOL sch L 8OOk 85 ANC K REVIEWE THE VENTRILOQUIST'S DAUGHTER, BY LIN MAN-CHIU

The Ventriloquist’s Daughter, by Lin Man-Chiu

Translated by Helen Wang (Balestier Press 2017)

See our Author of the Month feature on Lin Man-Chiu here.,

Publisher’s blurb

After the tragic death of Liur’s mother, her father, a thwarted artist working as a doctor in the family
hospital, is overcome with grief. He goes to study in America, leaving six-year-old Liur in the care of her

grandparents, promising to return with a special doll for her.

But instead of studying, her father travels to the Andes, where he meets a mysterious ventriloguist who

takes him as a pupil.

Five years later, he returns home, bringing with him one of the ventriloquist’s dolls. But it is not a present

for Liur; instead, it becomes a menacing presence in the house, causing strife within the family.

Reading Chinese School Bookclub Reviews

Reviews from Y8, Ipswich High School, 14/4/19

Video Reviews from Jordanhill School Bookclub, 10/10/18

Review from Sophie Mitchell, Y10 (S3), Jordanhill School, Glasgow, 10/10/18
Reviews from Y9, Devonport High School for Girls, 16/5/18

Reviewed by Amna Khan, Y7, The Crossley Heath School, 14/5/18

Ateacher's perpective: by Jane Woo, Christ's College Finchley, 19/4/18

Daviimund har AMiran Ralra V7 Chriat's Callanan Cinchlag 10Q/4/40Q
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Reviewed by Miran Beka, Y7, Christ's College, Finchley, 19/4/18 A

Summary: The Ventriloquist’s Daughter is about a doll that was possessed. It tried to kill and replaced a girl whose father was
confused about the two.

What | liked about the book was the similarity between the girl and the doll’s destiny: the girl's baby brother died so did the doll’'s
sisters. | found it fascinating that both of them crossed path in such a mysterious way.

My favourite part was when the father saved the daughter in the end instead of the doll because he knew which one meant more to

him and his life. It was suspenseful and very touching.

Star Rating (out of 5): 5/5 | will definitely read it again

Reviewed by Miran Beka, Y7, Christ’s College, Finchley (Mandarin Excellence Programme)

Reviewed by Dike Onyemelukwe, Y7, Christ's College, Finchley, 19/4/18 A
The Ventriloquist’s Daughter is a very intriguing book. It is about a little girl and her father.

The girl's mother died and her dad travelled to American for 5 years. While he was there, the daughter received a postcard from her
father; she was overjoyed. However, when he returned, she knew that he was not the same anymore. Her father had become a
ventriloquist and a doll called Carola had moved in. A series of mysterious events then spiralled into the family.

| was gripped by the book and could not resist reading it. It is filled with suspense which can be frightening sometimes, but it was
heart-warming and moving at times.

In my opinion, | think that this book is great as it is an action-packed book with both heartening and scary moments.
| would recommend this book to someone who enjoys a little fright and learn more about the Chinese culture.

Reviewed by Dike Onyemelukwe, Y7, Christ’s College, Finchley (Mandarin Excellence Programme)



Book club
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What it was about

This year we started a book club, we
read a book called “The Ventriloquist’s
daughter”. The book was about a girl
whose dad went away because he lost
his wife. When he returned, he brought
back a creepy doll that started a series of
unfathomable events in the household.

What we learned

We learned that unity is a very important
element in Chinese family; families tend to stay
together and make mend with each other even
when they have disagreements.

We also noticed that parents’ expectation of
their children in Chinese families can be
different. For example, the grandfather told the
dad that he was disappointed that his son did
not follow his foot steps to become a doctor.




What we enjoyed...

We enjoyed the storyline very much and we
found the Chinese family culture very
interesting. It was culturally enriching and
made our lessons even more interesting.

That’s the end of our
presentation.

i




Sample lesson: Picture book
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How to make a story book (video)




Students’ work
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Sample lesson: Calligram (Poetry)




Calligram Lesson plan

Topic: “Symbols, imagery and emotions” + “Let the pictures speak”

Date: 29/06/2022 Duration: 1hour Class: Year 9 Venue: N/A

Lesson in Unit: 2nd out of 3

Previous knowledge:
1. Students have known some basic Chinese vocabulary
2. Students have learnt the analogy of poems

Learning objectives:
At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:
1. Understand the meaning of the chosen poems and appreciate the language used

(“FREE"&"FRA": illustrate the feeling of loneliness; “El EWNo.2"&"B§ B XMW HA": illustrate the landscape of
windbreaker and the casualties that are brought by war)
Understand the sentiments, emotions or philosophy delivered by the poems
Investigate the imagery or symbolic meaning of the poems
Investigate the pattern and rhythm of the Calligram
Investigate the cultural elements in relation to the poems

LA ol

Learning problems/needs expected:
1. Students may have difficulties in understanding the meaning of the poems because of the difficult words
2. The literary texts selected may not meet the learning interests or abilities of the students
3. Students may encounter difficulties when analyzing the patterns of the Calligram

Time: Learning stage/ Teaching content: Resources/remarks:
learning goals:
10’ Lead-in e Ask students: i
Have you ever experienced the feeling of




"Let the pictures speak”

Lesson 2 (29th, June)




Have you ever
imagined drawing
pictures using

words / poems?
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The poet who painted with his words
- Genevieve Emy =

I
l f
1 5 :
an artls come.
| Link to video:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ0x1YOuMwQ
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Cultural component

created based on
| the shape of objects
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Cultural component

zha gé liang

KIREYIE: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/term/BIOG3226

EMNEST: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nhh43WEWFO0




S nchengua  Takeshi Kaneshiro




Have you ever
listened to a
symphony?

Does this poem fit
your imagination
of "symphony"?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZjj5y-7e9Q
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Chinese

pe rcussion Instruments/Percussion-Instruments.html
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https://www.hkco.org/tc/Instrument-Rd/Chinese-
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Pick an object (e.g. Write in characters, add pinyin
animal/tool) that represents & meaning.

your group or yourself
: a, . (0
- /IN2H vE A
Create a calligram that J fvﬂrl:—'l 2;):’ ’ TE - % 0
demonstrates your group’s ‘hgzonlpecng . qtgydngaioiin,
characteristics/spirit or your
current feelings




Students’ work — Poems & Calligram
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Students’ work — Poems & Calligram




Students’ work — Poems & Calligram
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Students’ work — Poems & Calligram
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Students’ work — Poems & Calligram




Students’ work — Poems & Calligram




Assessment

Any ideas?
Think creative and diverse assessments.

What have we seen so far?



Book club learning outcomes

Discussions Student testimonials, e.g.,

Book reviews: 7 years after this book club, a post A-level
https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book- student who was in the book club when he
reviews/the-ventriloguists-daughter/ was in Year 7, said to me, “Mliss, I’'m reading

this book that mentioned the foot-binding
culture, it’s really interesting... you should do
Beyond the book club... the book club again, Miss!”

Mandarin showcase (student presentation)


https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book-reviews/the-ventriloquists-daughter/

Picture book / Poetry learning outcomes

Students work:
Picture books

Poems

Grammar, writing /speaking skills, creativity, cultural understanding, critical

thinking skills, curiosity, and maybe, even deeper learning?



Other Assessment ldeas

*  Chatterpix Kids
« Reflective journal

- Edited videos (by the teacher)



Chatterpix Kids
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Reflective journal

Literature commentary or critique in L1

Sample guided questions:

*  What is the overall theme or central message of the work?

*  What is the main narrative or sequence of ideas presented in the poem?
*  What are the key images, symbols, or metaphors used in the poem?

*  How does the poet's use of language, including diction, syntax, and figurative language, contribute to
the meaning and mood of the poem?

*  What deeper interpretations or connotations can be drawn from the poet's choices in language and
form?

* Does the poem resonate with you personally, and why or why not?¢



Edited videos
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Edited videos
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Write a poem / calligram: 16 'WJ%‘}]E /A ,—;—,3
How would you present this poem using calligram? . . B o
o o EXRFFERT

Teachers can change the poem if you like.

Discuss:
Which literature activity do you like/dislike?

How would you modify it to suit your workload and students’ interests?



Resources

Children’s e-book: https://children.moc.gov.tw/index

Free picture books with voice over, extended reading activity,

games, etc.
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https://children.moc.gov.tw/index

Resources

Book club

https: / /writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk /b

ook-club/

https: / /writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk /s

chools /school-bookclubs/

Chronicle

Chronicle of a Blood Merchant, by Yu Hua

translated by Andrew Jones; transiated by Helen Wang;

R L E
ijf N e . REAR ~

Bronze and Sunflower, by Cao Short Story Hub Reviews: from The Bear Whispers to Mg, by Chang

Wenxuan Read Paper Republic Ying-tai
translated by Helen Wang; Various authors and transiators Transiated by Darryl Sterk;
Walker Books, 2015 201516 P 115


https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book-club/
https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/schools/school-bookclubs/

Resources

Diamantidaki, F. (Ed.). (2019).
Teaching literature in modern
foreign languages. Bloomsbury
Publishing.

EDITEDBY
FOTINI DIAMANTIDAKI

TEACHING
LITERATURE IN
MODERN FOREIGN
LANGUAGES

\ /

Contents

Ackrnowhedperents vl
Notes on Contribulors vii

Introduction Fotinl Diamantidaki 1

Literature, Culture and Democratic Citizenship
Ruth Hellbronn s

Literature In Primary Languages Classrooms jane jones =
Literature and Drama for Transfer Jennifer Eddy «
The Storyline Approach and Literature Verna Brandford «

Literature in Non-European Languages
Frances Weightman »

Teaching Poetry In Modern Foreign Languages
Fotini Diamantidaki «

Literature and the Target Language Colin Christie 11y

Teachers Supporting Teachers Steven Fawkes (»




Resources

Diamantidaki, F., Pan, L., & Carruthers, K.
(2018). Mandarin Chinese Teacher Education Issues and
solutions (Vol. 1). UCL IOE Press.

Mandarin Chinese
Teacher Education

Issues and solutions

Edited by Fotini Diamantidaki, Lin Pan
and Katharine Carruthers



ReSOU rces IOE Mars — MEP projects

d ji = chicken
fjt ) Peieree Level:@ @@ & dan = egg
IY“U FTme A
£ shieg = to g birth 1o, te hatch
Mv MEP m AR, ddo F = in the end, finally {or this woed can just show smphass|
" ydu = 1o exist, there is, there are
& M ddng rén = of course

Project: Chinese Literature — % yi dng = for sure, definitely

Series: Culture To— & bl yi ding = not nacessarily -
A wan = first

Name: + ¢l = anly then
Now g to the fink below {ignore a1 the ads!| and read the poem once through. Try to ooy read the
characters the first time rownd and not the pinyin, If you like you can have the audio track ing while
@mnmm.mmmmmnmwmmA you read e b Y playing
beat o good story, right? )

httpy//chinese-at-ease.com/learn-chingse-onling-chicken-and-the-ege/

50 fov, you have been doing very well at studying the Chinese longuage and the culture of
China. This Project is going to change the woy you see Chinese 0s you go deeper into how

[ {Tosk 1 complete | |
the language s used In poetry and staries. This Project is quite simply o delictous mixture
of words,
3. Transiation
You are also going “’.M‘" ""f""”mm to transiate well, That’s a real Maybe you understood quite a few nes of the peem, maybo you didn't understand much at al. That
::';:’ ::" skill to have, both for your exams in the future, doesn’t mstter. You're now gaing to do a transiation of the poem into English

The poemn has been hroken into chunks in the grd below to help you transiste it. You'll notce that the

40 b’ ,y second cokemn is called "Lterst transiation”, A literal transiation is where you transiate each word from
\ < Chinese without changing the order of the words and without trying 1o make It sound ke good English. Far
eample, #1467 Iterally translated s "Busy not busy?’

When you have done a literal transiation of 3 sentence, you then need ta make it sound more English, Do
this in the last column, 'My version'. Here §& 46 could be translated a5, ‘Are you busy?’ Sometimes it

might be hard to re-write tha iteral transiation, kst write what you think it probably means for My
This is one of the cutest and most amusing little poems you might ever read! 1°s called ‘-5: f" ﬁ jine dan, ion'

verson
Translate the title into English.

1. Liatle poem

The first sod thied lines have been done for you, Do the second and other fnes

 Chinese Uteral transtation My version [sounds more uui;ti)
2. Introducing the poem ==, L &, One rwo three, chicken birth egy Onw, two, three, the chicken lays on
First spend a lew moments getting to know these woeds that are used in the poem: €ou.




esources

|IOE Mars:

https: / /ci.ioe.ac.uk /mandarin-

resources-for-schools/

Search “MEP projects” or

Tick “Student project”

Institute of Education

I0E Confucius Institute for Schools

About Us Teacher Training Teaching Materials

Search using keywords

Search by category

Language Skiu (43)
Sossking (13)  Welleg $40)  Raedng (&2 Ll

MEP Lyved (43)
MEP Yow 8 (1Y MEF Yo 10 (124 MEP Yaar 11 (1

Qraaffoancn {47)
KED (304 GCSE (3

Txmeos 128)
Cebhar (20)

Typo of Resinrses (L8

Muttmeda (3] Werksheet (225 Suoont Project (43)

Tepes (41)
School (7) Futee Plans [2) Wyset, Famby and Foo
Evoryday L and Weathee (5) Food und Orink 40) |

Locw Acem {8) telday woa Tl (4) Cotteors und O

Fvents Resnarch Mandarin Excellance Programme
LAY L1 ]
oy T P VY
P £ T Progect Devbatsed \.
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[GCSE] [Other] A more sustainable
neighbourhood (Student Project)

[GCSE] [Other] Basketball (Student
Project)

Read More
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[GCSE] [Other] Chinese Speaking
Communities (Student Project)
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[GCSE] [Other] Create your own
Project (Student Project)

[GCSE] [Other] Destination Paris
(Student Project)
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[GCSE] [Other] Dream School
{Student Project)

Raad Maora
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[GCSE]) [Other] Environment 1
Global Starter (Student Project)

———— s

[GCSE] [Other] Environment 2
Global Bhake-up 2.1 {Student
Project)

Read More
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[GCSE] [Other] Environment 3
Global Shake-up 2.2 (Student
Project)

Flund More

% e m
e

§ A\

" . —— - —— T~ o — ] ot ¢
T
e e 3 v 4 4 b A e @

T ———— - -

Frrmeey ot v beme



https://ci.ioe.ac.uk/mandarin-resources-for-schools/

esources IOE Mars — MEP projects

My MEP Projects

Project: Chinese Literature
Series: Culture

Name:

MBWWQMMMG»“RMWWMM'R
beat o good story, right?

S0 for, you have been doing very well at studying the Chinese longuoge ond the culture of
China. This Project is going to change the way you see Chinese os you go deeper into how
the longuage is used in poetry and stories. This Project is quite simply o delicious mixture
of words.

You are olso going to embark on o journey to learn how to tronsiate well. Thot's o reol
bonus, becouse tronslating Is an excellent skill to have, both for your exoms in the future,

and for reallife sitwations too,
\ Go for y
1. Little poem

This is one of the cutest and most amusing little poems you might ever read| it's called 2 Ao & i né dan
Translate the title into English

Answer:

2. Introducing the poem
First spend a few moments getting to know these words that are used in the poem:

A Ji » chicken
® b o« epp
4. shéng « to give binh to, to hatch
FUAA dbo o » In the end, finally (or this word can just shaw emphasis)
i yOu = to exist, there iy, there are
5% ding rin » of course
“ %yl ding » for sure, definitely
o= bi i ding = not necessarily
A xidn = first
1 chi = only then

Now g0 to the lnk below (ignore all the ads!) and read the poem once theough. Try 1o only read the
characters the first time round and not the pinyin. If you like you can have the audio track playing wivle
you read

http//chinese-at-gase com/learn-chingse-online-chicken-and-the-egg/

[ Trask 1 complete | ]

3. Translation

Maybe you understood quite a few lines of the poem, maybe you disn’t understand much at al. That
doesn't matter. You're tow goiog 1o do a transiation of the poem into English,

The poem has been broken into chunks in the grid below 1o help you translate i1 You'll notice that the
second column is called “Literal translation”, A literal transtation is where you translate each word from
Chinese without changing the order of the wards and without trywng to make it sound She good Englsh. For
example, 3¢ BT Niterally transiated s "Busy not busy?

When you have done a leral transiation of a sentence, you then need 10 make it sound more English, Do
this in the last column, ‘My version”, Here ¢ %46 could be transiated as, ‘Are you busy? Sometimes it
might be hard to re-write the litoral transiation, just write what you think it probably means for ‘My
vension’,

The fiest and third lines have been done for you. Do the second and other lines,

Chinese Uteral translation My version {sounds more English)

-5, ALK, One two three, chicken bivth egg One, two, three, the chicken loys an
€09
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Newman Prize For English Jueju
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Resources

https: / /www.ou.edu/cis /research /institute-for-us-china-issues /us-china-cultural-issues /newman-prize-for-

english-jueju/about-english-jueju

DOWNLOADS & ONLINE RESOURCES

How 10 Waze an "Old Styte” Jueju Level 3 (PDF) How 10 Wnte & ™New Style” Juep Level 2 (PDs) Rivyming Dictionary

Downloadable Manipulatives: Puzzie/Scramble Boards (printable pdfs)
Chinese Classi

Chinese literany
G07) like Li Bat
of Chinese liten
classical Chine|

Over the last 1,
way to demons
much of Chines
anyone who as
them hone thel

Jueju in Englis

While most Am
Oklahoma stud
Jueju

Unlike the cent
Jonathan Stalli
thousands of y|

Sank Poetry Bosrds
Five syllabile batie blank board (P0F)

Seven sylladile baaic tlank boerd (POF)

Word banks

Long sdiectnes macked with yang symbol (pdf)
Long vowel nouns marked with yang symbol (pdf)
Long vowel verts marked wah yin syrebol (pd!)
Shon vowel atoctives miarked with yao symbol {(pdf}
Short vowel nouny with yih symibala (pdf)

Short vorwel verbs with yin syrmbols (pdt)
Ajectives {pdf)

Naouns for Pasioml Farm Poams (pdf)

Oesen Nowns (pdl)

Verts {pdf)

Additona) Videos

Blank Poetry Baards with Yin Yang vowel patterns
Five syllable yin yang are board vergion 1 (PDF)
Frve syfable yin yang tlanx board version 2 (PDF)
Seven syllable yn yaag blank boarg version 1 (PDF)
Saven ayllable ywn yang biank baard version 2 (PRF)

Instructional videos

Purre Bowds
5 Waord YinYeny Puzzle Baard (POF)
7 Woed Yin Yeng Puzzle Boards (FDF)

Eargel Saven Syllable Jueu Scrernbie Bosed (POF)

Full Lrcture Wraing Clasuical Chinene Poetry # English with Juosthan Stalling

One. Chinese Poetry, Tranststion, and Cassical Chnese Poetry in other Languages

Two Introducing L Y Whist mskes a Classical Crinese Poam Poatic?

Throe introducing Parstelinm of Meaning

Fow \ntreducing Paralletsm of Sound

Five The Newrnion Prize for Chunese Litersture and Englieh Jueyu

Sx Past Waners and other Exampses of English Jusu

Past Newman Ceremanses

Menaew with Ruth and Harreid Newman m3
TED Talk on mtreducing English Jusju and SincEnghsh 2ne
Poetias of irvention: Bredging Modern Lunguages with Anoent Languages 2017

Hrevious 160C NG vieo

Bngement of wor
S read and enjoyr

a bit about the re
practer like the or
Jaking up someth

9
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https://www.ou.edu/cis/research/institute-for-us-china-issues/us-china-cultural-issues/newman-prize-for-english-jueju/about-english-jueju

Resources

Dr. Kan Qian — Modern Chinese Literature Book Club (e-Forum)

Prof. Frances Weightman — Book/Story review competition, Bai MeiGui story book translation
competition (e-Forum)

‘1’ f)rl’f{‘i%‘%% K & — http://www.shigeku.com/xlib/xd/sgdg/index.htm

Chinese Books for Young Readers (Children’s Chinese literature recommendations, blog, book shop,
etc) — https://chinesebooksforyoungreaders.wordpress.com/

China Children’s Press & Publication Group — CCPPG Catalogue 2020

PR FEF] Paper Republic (translated stories database) — https://paper-republic.org/



http://www.shigeku.com/xlib/xd/sgdq/index.htm
https://chinesebooksforyoungreaders.wordpress.com/
https://chinesebooksforyoungreaders.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-picture-book-small-pdf-1.pdf
https://paper-republic.org/

Thank youl



