
Enhancing Chinese Culture Integration 

In the KS2 Curriculum

Jing Wang, Shane Chen, Haoran He



Agenda

1. Research and policy foundations on language and culture integrated 
teaching

2. Sharing KW KS2 culture integrated teaching initiatives and resources: 

• Chinese New Year Fair

• Exploring Chinese Culture Through Drama 

• Y6 China Trip

4. Q&A

3. GCSE Topic and Culture Integration Mapping 

 



• Opened in September 2017

• Independent School

• Age 3-11

• 50% Chinese Immersion

• Winners of the ISA Award for Innovation in Independent Education



1. Research and policy foundations on 

language and culture integrated teaching



Can you teach a language without culture?



What is culture?



The study of other cultures through their own language stretches the minds of those who 

make the effort to learn about people and ways of life beyond their own, opening the 

world to them. In the best language education happening today, the study of  another 

language is synonymous with the study of  another culture. The two are inextricably linked 

and long gone should be the days when anyone would suggest that language could be 

taught “on its own” as discrete grammar points with no sense of  the cultural products, 

practices, and perspectives of native speakers. (S . Cutshall, 2012)



“Man’s mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimension.” 

—Oliver Wendell Holmes 



The ability to communicate with respect and cultural understanding 

in more than one language is an essential element of global competence.

Global competence is the ability to:

• Communicate in the language of  the people with whom one is interacting.

• Interact with awareness, sensitivity, empathy, and knowledge of  the perspectives of  others.

• Withhold judgment, examining one’s own perspectives as similar to or different from the perspectives of  

people with whom one is interacting.

• Be alert to cultural differences in situations outside of  one’s culture, including noticing cues indicating 

miscommunication or causing an inappropriate action or response in a situation.

• Act respectfully according to what is appropriate in the culture and the situation where everyone is not of  

the same culture or language background, including gestures, expressions, and behaviours.

• Increase knowledge about the products, practices, and perspectives of  other cultures.



The World-Readiness Standards for 

Learning Languages create a roadmap to 

guide learners to develop competence to 

communicate effectively and interact 

with cultural competence to participate 

in multilingual communities at home 

and around the world.

-ACTFL





2. Kensington Wade’s KS2 

culture integrated teaching initiatives and resources: 



Strategies

• Making culture REAL and Relatable 

• Interview native speakers

• Online collaborations with native speakers

• The use of authentic materials

• Celebrations and festivals

• Project-based learning: China Trip 

• Using Theatrical Performance to learn Language and Literature 



Celebrating Chinese Festivals



Chinese New Year



Chinese New Year Fair

新春庙会





Chinese New Year



Chinese Art Day



Chinese Music Day



Exploring Chinese Culture Through Drama in 

KS2 Primary Chinese Lessons



Rationales for using drama to teach Chinese Culture

• Experiential Learning

• Enhanced Engagement



• Involving experts in the different areas, showcasing achievements

• Involve school community and much more 

Benefits



KWS theatrical production 2024

Key Stage 2 (Age 7-11)







GCSE Topic and Culture Integration Mapping 

Identity and Culture:

• Me, my family and friends: Pen Pals from China

• Technology in everyday life: Visiting Chinese-tech companies

• Free-time activities: Singing Chinese songs, telling stories, 
Colligraphy, Chinese ink painting and Chinese instrument 
workshops

• Customs and festivals in Chinese-speaking countries/communities: 
Mid-autumn festival, Chinese New Year, and Dragon boat festival

https://kensingtonwade-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/admissions/EUxI2fX2G0pEtcH5GmPaU1kBm2mOr4ZZiMCAIpEmP-UxKg?e=EMu4jq


A Pen Pal



KW's Got Talent: Singing Chinese Songs



Chinese New Year Performance



Chinese Drum



Teresa Tang Family Visit



Dragon Boat Festival



Calligraphy Workshop



Chinese Ink Painting Workshops



Y6 China Trip



Beijing



















Chengdu









Songyang







GCSE Topic and Culture Integration Mapping 

• Local, National, International, and Global Areas of Interest:

• Home, town, neighbourhood, and region: Giving directions; 

social environment comparison

• Social issues (charity/voluntary work, healthy/unhealthy 

living): Singing for Nursing Home, Singing for a charity

• Global issues (the environment, poverty/homelessness): 

Science solar panel energy in China

• Travel and tourism: China trip

https://kensingtonwade-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/c-h_chen/EfCR9aOZCrNAsnXlGoJ03dwBVkC80D4jskA1UEuILK4UtQ?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0NvcHkifX0&e=MRcSBN


Jing Wang

j.wang@kensingtonwade.com

Shane Chen

c-h.chen@kensingtonwade.com

Haoran He

h.he@kensingtonwade.com
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