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• Head of Mandarin Dartford Grammar School

• PKU Alumni School of Chinese as a Second 

Language

• Oxford Visitor Sailing through my Year 2 

Master's at Oxford with a shiny distinction badge.

• IB Workshop Whiz Officially leading the pack at 

the IB Educator Network workshops!

• Feminist & Proud Standing strong for gender 

equality and equity every day!

• Shovel Officer My Feline Diva has officially 

adopted me since 2019.

• Enthusiastic Hiker sometimes takes the scenic 

(read: unintentional) route!

ZHOU Zhaojin

zzhou@dartfordgrammarschool.org.uk

mailto:zzhou@dartfordgrammarschool.org.uk


国际文凭是什么？

语言中级考试是什么？

What is IB？
What is Language B course?



The International Baccalaureate (IB) course is a globally recognised two-year 
educational program for students aged 16 to 19, emphasising critical thinking, 

intercultural understanding, and holistic learning across six subject groups 
and core components. It aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young 
people prepared for global challenges and lifelong learning.

The IB Language B course is an intermediate to advanced 
language programme for students, designed to enhance their 
linguistic abilities in real-life contexts. Tailored for those 
already possessing a foundation in the language, it 
accentuates the cultivation of L/R/S/W skills within a cultural 
backdrop.

IB and Language B



300-480 Chinese Hanzi

SORTED BY DIFFICULTY LEVEL FROM HARDEST TO EASIEST

Listening > Writing > Reading > Speaking



Cultural Awareness 
Improved Communication 
Global Perspective
Interdisciplinary Connections

Time Management
Intensity (vocabulary and text type)

Balancing Language and Culture
Assessment Pressure

Variability in Instruction

Opportunities

Challenges
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I B

Identity 

身份认同

Experience 

经历经验

Human 
ingenuity 

人类创造

Social 
Organisation 

社会组织

Sharing the 
planet 

全球问题

A  L E V E L

当代华人社会变迁

中国文化

演变中的华人社会

1978年改革开放对中国的影响

IB 与 A level 主题的不同







1

Identities
Exploring the 
nature of the self, 
beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, 
mental, social and 
spiritual health; 
human relationships 
including families, 
friends, 
communities and 
cultures; what it 
means to be human.

2

Experiences
Relating to leisure 
activities; 
holidays and 
travel; life 
stories; rites of 
passage; customs 
and traditions; 
migration; 
contemporary 
lifestyles.

3

Human 
Ingenuity
Looking into 
entertainment; 
artistic 
endeavours; 
communication and 
media; technology; 
scientific 
innovation.

4

Social 
Organisation
Covering societal 
structures, features, 
and processes; social 
engagement; 
governance; peace and 
conflict; power and 
inequality.

5

Sharing the 
Planet
Discussing the 
environment; 
physical 
geography; global 
issues; ethics and 
religion; peace 
and conflict; 
technology and the 
environment.

FIVE Themes in Language B
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FINAL EXAM - MAY

ORAL EXAM - FEB



50 minutes x 3 teaching time per week

You might want to consider the following 
things:
- Homework time?
- Assessments?
- Weekly Vocab Test?
- Grammar Structure Covered?
- Text types?
- Dedicated lesson per week for specific 

skill?
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