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What is a graded reader?
什么是分级阅读？

A graded reader is a story which has been 
adapted for people learning to read or 
learning a foreign language. Graded 
readers avoid using difficult grammar and 
vocabulary. (Collins Dictionary)

Key features:

• Hand-picked vocabulary

• Repetition



From Oxford Reading Tree to Chinese Graded Readers



Chinese Graded Readers- A 
few examples

《七色龙》系列

《迪斯尼我会自己读》系列

《小羊上山》系列



Graded Readers for native Chinese speakers

《小羊上山》Level 1 vocabulary 

《迪斯尼我会自己读》Level 1 vocabulary



《七色龙》Level 1 vocabulary



• Designed for learners 
who are learning 
Chinese as a foreign 
language

• 3 Levels
• 15 topics including 

Family, Animals, Food, 
Nature, Chinese culture 
etc.

• 5 books in each topic at 
each level, 75 books in 
total at each level

• App with games to go 
with the books

• Very expensive (£5-
£8/book)



Online platforms

• Wawayaya (app)

• Mandarin companion

https://mandarincompanion.com/

•轻松猫(Smartcat)

http://www.blcup.com/smartcat/



Discussion point

Now you are going to be given a few 
Chinese Graded Readers books. Please 
have a quick read, then discuss:

• your experience of using graded 
readers if you had any

• possible use of graded readers in 
your class

• challenges we might have when 
using graded readers materials



Benefits and 
challenges

• It’s fun! Students enjoy 
learning vocabulary through 
stories, especially interesting 
stories.

• It’s satisfying! Key vocabulary 
appear repeatedly in different 
stories, students enjoy 
identifying those key words in 
various contexts. It’s a 
satisfying process to 
consolidate the use of key 
words.

• Differentiation. It’s easy to 
differentiate their learning by 
choosing the most 
appropriate and relevant 
books/stories.

• Nothing on the market 
could match our current 
curriculum, in terms of the 
vocabulary and the content 
of the stories. It’s very 
difficult to find graded 
readers books/stories that 
interest teenagers.

• Curriculum time. Shall I use 
graded readers as my main 
resources, or shall I use 
them as a supplement to 
the textbooks?

• Cost and copyright. 



Create your own 
graded reader stories

• You and your personal 
experience

• Adapt from classic 
stories

• Being even more 
creative (human brain + 
ChatGPT)



An example -- Year 9  我住的地方(personal stories/experience)





An example – GCSE 度假(personal stories/experience)







《老鼠嫁女》(adapted from classic Chinese story)

• 老鼠先生和老鼠太太有一个女儿，他们非常爱他的女儿，希望把女儿嫁给世界上最厉害的
人。

• 老鼠先生对老鼠太太说：“太阳最厉害，我们的女儿嫁给他，一定很幸福(xìng fú, 
happy)。”

• 太阳听到了，说：“我虽然很厉害，但是我怕(pà, fear) 云！”

• 老鼠先生对老鼠太太说：“云最厉害，太阳都怕他！我们的女儿嫁给他，一定很幸福。”

• 云听到了，说：“我虽然很厉害，但是我怕风！”

• 老鼠先生对老鼠太太说：“风最厉害，云都怕他！我们的女儿嫁给他，一定很幸福。”

• 风听到了，说：“我虽然很厉害，但是我怕墙(qiáng, wall)！”

• 老鼠先生对老鼠太太说：“墙最厉害，风都怕他！我们的女儿嫁给他，一定很幸福。”

• 墙听到了，说：“我虽然很厉害，但是我怕你们老鼠！”

• 老鼠先生对老鼠太太说：“我们最厉害，墙都怕我们！”老鼠太太说：“但是我们怕猫，
猫是最厉害的！我们的女儿嫁给他，一定很幸福！”

• 老鼠先生和老鼠太太把女儿嫁给了猫，他们觉得女儿一定会很幸福。在老鼠女儿和猫结婚
的那一天，猫把老鼠女儿吃了！















Group work: create your own graded readers stories!

(Provide each group with a list of key words and 
encourage all the attendants to be involved in writing a 
little story with their team)



List one:

只，条，猫，狗，喜欢，跑步，
看电视，星期，会，忙

Key grammar: 

和，但是

List two:

要，了，去，回家，天气，
法国，坐，热，便宜，方便

Key grammar: 
tenses, 除了…还,不但…而且 

List three:

学校，走路，图书馆，参加，
校长，安静，舒服，希望，将来

Key grammar: 
离…很近/很远，多长时间

List four:

环保，回收，浪费，应该，节约，
城市，农村，需要，告诉，帮助

Key grammar: 
要是…的话，得děi



Share and 
inspire



Thanks for listening and sharing your opinions!
Getting in touch:
jding@agsb.co.uk
jia.ding@buckingham.ac.uk

mailto:jding@agsb.co.uk
mailto:jia.ding@buckingham.ac.uk
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