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What is a graded reader?
T A RIFES

A graded reader is a story which has been
adapted for people learning to read or
learning a foreign language. Graded
readers avoid using difficult grammar and
vocabulary. (Collins Dictionary)

Key features:
* Hand-picked vocabulary
* Repetition



From Oxford Reading Tree to Chinese Graded Readers

@

Oxford Levels and Book Bands
Use the table below to find out which Oxford Level
is best suited to your child.

Nursery Up to 4 years old

Reception | Primary 1 | 4-5 years old

Year 1 | Primary 2 5-6 years old

Year 2 | Primary 3 6-7 years old White

Year 3 [ Primary 4 7-8 years old

Year 4 | Primary 5 8-9 years old
Year 5 | Primary 6 9-10 years old

Year 6 | Primary 7 10-11 years old

© Oxford Usiversity s 2019
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Chinese Graded Readers- A
few examples
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Graded Readers for native Chinese speakers



o i morning exercise
SRES
a T Words and Expressions O HMmF#B do morning exercise
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. & AN | e (Embiae) Words and Expressions ® &k B il
o # who; whom ‘%‘ bend
o &E dod P ;i3 | ' waist
bt o - . E' E HQ bend your waist
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o P little brother
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o Wit ——
o # MEZEE
° AR st
\- - - N
],a % D 16 36 R IR paipdi pigu pat your bottom
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* Designed for learners
who are learning
Chinese as a foreign

N QEmEBEIERsE  woaa ¢ g GatedRe language
i , “ e 3 Levels
‘i’ﬁvﬁﬁz ¢R 53 3 . )
G,‘??’-ﬂ'ﬂ}i o boo MO * 15 topics including
s L Family, Animals, Food,
=1 [ P Nature, Chinese culture
etc.

* 5 books in each topic at
each level, 75 books in
total at each level

* App with games to go
with the books

* Very expensive (£5-
£8/book)




Online platforms

* \Wawayaya (app)

* Mandarin companion

https://mandarincompanion.com/
233 (Smartcat)

http://www.blcup.com/smartcat/




Discussion point

Now you are going to be given a few
Chinese Graded Readers books. Please
have a quick read, then discuss:

e your experience of using graded
readers if you had any

e possible use of graded readers in
your class

e challenges we might have when
using graded readers materials




Benefits and
challenges

It’s fun! Students enjoy
learning vocabulary through
stories, especially interesting
stories.

It’s satisfying! Key vocabulary
appear repeatedly in different
stories, students enjoy
identifying those key words in
various contexts. It’s a
satisfying process to
consolidate the use of key
words.

Differentiation. It’s easy to
differentiate their learning by
choosing the most
appropriate and relevant
books/stories.

* Nothing on the market

could match our current
curriculum, in terms of the
vocabulary and the content
of the stories. It’s very
difficult to find graded
readers books/stories that
interest teenagers.

Curriculum time. Shall | use
graded readers as my main
resources, or shall | use
them as a supplement to
the textbooks?

e Cost and copyright.
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* You and your personal
Create your own experience

graded reader stories « Adapt from classic

stories

* Being even more
creative (human brain +
ChatGPT)

LSS




An example -- Year 9 F{ERY1 7 (personal stories/experience)

Pk iy

iR ALO.
1. Talking about places in a town.

2. Talking about which places you
like/dislike in your town and why.

B, HEA-TRANDWME.

Without uging your books, aan you matoh the sharaoters
fogether to form & word you have slready leamt?

EXT - What doet that word mean?
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WO han xi hudnwo 2hi de @i fang
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My town has/doesn’t have.... My town has/doesn’t have..... My town has/doesn’t have..... My town has/doesn’t have.....
(w0 zhu de afang)

KMy + HXF ...... Ry + G186 ... REMHy+ BI0E ... REMHy+ BI8E ...

x K
My town has/doesn’t have..... My town has/doesn’t have..... -
e - REKEE B
RAMHDY + FIEH ... RAEWHDY + BIE ... 0. ARRERED
.~ , 1. Talking about places in a town. 1) . "
2. Talking about which places you N ; \J | like going to the library,

like/dislike in your town and why.

because | like to read books.

haranea



An example — GCSE E {ER(personal stories/experience)
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(ZRB %) (adapted from classic Chinese story)
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h%aao%ixj% BARKB: “KMEBEE, &MN9XILFELM, —kE4 (xing fa,
AMaors T, H: “KREBEAREE, 2LKMH(pa, fear) =! 7

ZREAMNERRAR: “ZRBE, KMEEHHAE! RNGXILELE, —2RkEH,
=BT, v “KRBRRBEE, 22K MER! 7

ERAENEZRRKXIL: “WEmFE, maEk! M9 ILELME, —2kF/a, 7
ROral 7, #: “KRBEARREFE, 22L& (giang, wal) ! 7
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Default (GPT-3.5)

can you use the following Chinese words to write a little story? 2(8, X5, IM%E, BET
F, 8%, B2, w5, 3, Z=, M8, m8, itxl, AT, &

SEKin, FEEBRNXS—WEEEIA, NAR—MAEIMREDE, REEXN 2
BEZBETE, PURE, SARSART, EEMREMRRIFEEENES,

%, ShBETESHETNSENEN, SSRRRT—EZEs, (ETaTE, &
BB EWERE T~ 7, MESWER 70BN, mEMtNERE T ASNES, %
NEERL 7 TmsliE,

NEBRIX—ER, BEAFESX, HAXEEMMAESHIMETIINEE >, b4
EBITE, OdFeim rithl, FEAES %EEFEHAELxIUH{%EQEEﬁ. K{Edﬁﬂf ks
£/, MmERLIAKBEZAARIA, 1 EbkES S INSEaAIERR,



B B

can you make it easier? the readers have only been learning Chinese for two years

SRy, XKSAEER, NEITBEITE, RAHREMAMRER, (B2, XL T,
B—X, EIN—SBTWWER=NT, RAMAMEER 708N, mEFEFBRR, X
/MRS ETE T RRUIAMRITRI, BEAFKEESAMERFETE, MEXUIAME,



Good. can you write another story using these words?

HBEFRE, RESFEXR, NMIAVNARKMEET I — MBS RG] - BERITEE
SBIMTENER, EARSART, BEIIREXZEESHER,

il —KBHtA Y, BEETFEFURm., —iBLE, WIEAIT7TIMAMESHIER, EEA
IRPIMERNEZEE. BSRMIREEETHRER, BERAIGFH, RAMIMIEEAAGRS
tHeamk,

2T, AR T A, WKEREE, 1LAREER, EdibinE, BEEEERR. ~MB
== F =mIBEZAXNS, mBEZ37IMRNEERS,

SRS, B —SEREEE—EATESE, 2AEAESEE, BZEER
B, NIFNVNAOAR, MEEFFIAE, REX IS, GIMUEER—F, HEftA,

XMFHRISELLMIEE, IMEMBEREFEFER, BeEOMBA, ITEERXTEH
SELER, FEEZAEESIMRTE), 1HEREIEEET,



this is too hard again. remember, the readers have only been learning Chinese for two years

wmEsES SRR, NN ESERR, ERSETE, MR
B, BRESART,

B ETESFIIEM, BRI FIMRRYER, MMInEGIMAREE. E2ABETFHEBE, B
A TREREE R,

fAIEIKEIA, #ZKIFEEE. ROERLTTERTO, MIRERINANERE, AR
R E,

BIZAEE £, ISR —(IERaRE—E A, MIREERRY, MEEFEFIME, I
ZRENB A

XM EELMMIBRMRAISEIEAZBREE. BITRES AN, FEARBEPR
=, #EEfibA, HHFRTEET,



E

can you write a short but funny story using these words?

SERT, REAEGEEIP, NANVNMDRAEERBINGEITE, |ARRSARRT,

i1 T 7 —=)L, 308, NMINBEITERESIE 7, /NEE TSESIE, SUEMiITTEaI6
&, —ERE Tk,

Zzwin): “YEAEE? ”
/NBBEEER: “HIEEBITE, =0, HI=Eh%E. 7
ZEEAEE: “BAERMIRFZT, BB,

EZRMNMM—EBT 8175, Aaik: o, MEEBBEITFE, REFFINE, AZEE
1TEFEZIOFREE!

NBRVMNISCEEN ¢, Ae%a r IS, mEXEMMISEEBNSREHhI—,



ok. do you know what is graded readers? can you use those Chinese words to generate a

story which is like a graded reader story, so that the readers could use these stories to learn

Chinese

Certainly! Graded readers are designed to help learners of a language at different
proficiency levels. Here's a simple story using the provided Chinese words that can be

suitable for beginner learners:

Title: " NEARYSBERTTEI" Clao Ming's Summer Plans)

MNAE—IVNEE, RREWRERE, BASEFRSRER., SF, a1 Ealmitel,
—%, /NANUIEIS: U80S, HEBHRTEESA, "

B R, BEEEIEFRSAR T, BTk, 7

NERERN Fi818, REEE r8iTE, ftHE T, REHMIVNEET, BRRSIERR,
B/ NSRRI,

T, NAEEI T EAYEK, REERLNINEESEES, FEURETIEENE,
=, —UEEE IR, iR YMNEER, RREMR, BEEMEE. T
MRRREk, HE TER, AR, PExRT, FERSAEEREIS R,

ENMNEREEESYFE, BUEEFNHSBER, BEErLF—EERENEE
¥, ARt TEI TS eNEE N,
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NOW, ITS YOUR TURN
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Group work: create your own graded readers stories!

(Provide each group with a list of key words and

encourage all the attendants to be involved in writing a
little story with their team)



List one: List two:
R, &, B, B, %, 37, [ESNEEESEACE S|
AW, ZH, &, = = E, A R FEE, IR

Key grammar: Key grammar:
Fo, {22 tenses, & 7 ++-3L, TN 42---fn E

..
List three:
AR, A%, BPIE, Hm,
RK, =7, 7R, #2,

F‘E——’ ] ~ iﬁ’vf

N

7.l<l:,i

i

Key grammar:
B AR IR, % K]

P




Share and
Inspire




Thanks for listening and sharing your opinions!
Getting in touch:

jding@agsb.co.uk

jla.ding@buckingham.ac.uk
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