
APPROACHING A LEVEL WITH CIM 
CHELTENHAM LADIES’ COLLEGE 

YAN BURCH AND FUJI SONNENSCHEIN, 
WITH AURORA, DEMI AND MOMO

CLARITY + INSPIRATION + MOTIVATION 



CLARITY

• Edexcel A level Chinese was known to be challenging for probably two main reasons that the 
grade boundary was too high and there have always been a high percentage of native 
candidates, from Chinese speaking countries.

• Teachers and student alike have a lot to prove to convince parents and school leadership 
team.

• With no illusion of the hardship facing us all and that is why clarity is important from the very 
beginning.   

• Task one: keep students fully informed and explain clearly what is expected of them.

• It can be done.



COMPARE THE NEW AND OLD GRADE BOUNDARY

•2019 

•90% A*  80%  A   70%  B

•2022:

•76% A*  68% A   56% B



GRADES AWARDED FOR 2022 COHORT
BELOW WAS 2019 (NOT TOO DIFFERENT FROM MOST YEARS BEFORE) 



KNOW YOUR OBJECTIVES 



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES IN EACH PAPER 



INSPIRATION
SETTING UP OUR COMMON GOALS AND INDIVIDUAL GOAL

VIDEO CLIP BY STUDENTS  

 Common goal

o Understanding what the student is able to achieve to gain the best support from teachers

o Two year course nothing happens straight away and need to build up to it

 Formulate learning plan backwards

o Understanding of what they are working towards

o Students are know the working of the exam

o Understand where they can gain marks and how to properly form arguments

 Clear expectations

o Comprehend the difficulty of what is to come

o Need to understand that it is not reachable only through lessons, need to work outside of class

o Need to act early in the course, so students are nor lagging behind

 After GCSE and comparison to other languages

o It is harder than GCSEs

o Perceptions of Chinese is harder as it is not a latin based language



INSPIRATION
SETTING UP OUR COMMON GOALS AND INDIVIDUAL GOAL

VIDEO CLIP BY STUDENTS  (10 MINUTES)

 Common goal

o Understanding what the student is able to achieve to gain the best support from teachers

o Two year course nothing happens straight away and need to build up to it

 Formulate learning plan backwards

o Understanding of what they are working towards

o Students are know the working of the exam

o Understand where they can gain marks and how to properly form arguments

 Clear expectations

o Comprehend the difficulty of what is to come

o Need to understand that it is not reachable only through lessons, need to work outside of class

o Need to act early in the course, so students are nor lagging behind

 After GCSE and comparison to other languages

o It is harder than GCSEs

o Perceptions of Chinese is harder as it is not a latin based language



LITERARY WORKS AND FILMS

• (MS) Critical and analytical response (AO4)



OUR APPROACH TO LITERARY WORKS AND FILMS

• For the first year: It was an easy decision to divide our teaching hours between language 

and literary works 

• Two hours to language – paper 1 and paper 3 (listening, reading comprehension, 

translation and speaking) 

• Three hours to literary works and films. (because this part involve language)   

• For the second year, language may be given more teaching hours if necessary.



CHINESE AND ENGLISH SIDE BY SIDE



WHY REVISITS ARE IMPORTANT 



PROACTIV AND INDEPENDENT LEARNING

STUDENT VIDEO CLIP



INTERACTIVE EXERCISES 
(30 MIN)



MOTIVATION
TO AIM HIGH

• Research based speaking task 2

• Responding to written language in speech (AO2)



STUDENTS’ EXAMPLES 
AUDIO



OUR APPROACH TO RESEARCH BASED SPEAKING TASK 2
EXAMPLE 1



OUR APPROACH TO RESEARCH BASED SPEAKING TASK 2
EXAMPLE 2



CLEAR GUIDANCE TO MOTIVATE INDEPENDENT RESEARCH

 PRACTICE -  THROUGH CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES (40MIN)



CREATE OUR OWN RESOURCES 

• encourage work by themselves, because unless they are willing to work hard, but rely on teacher 

all the time, nothing will be achieved.



RESOURCES 
THE UPCOMING STUDY GUIDE

• A Level Chinese Complete Study Guide

• Brief: A Level Chinese Complete Study Guide has been authored by a highly experienced frontline 
Mandarin teacher. It is designed to help the learners to develop an advanced level of proficiency 
in the Chinese language and a profound understanding of the rich cultures of China and other 
Chinese-speaking nations. It aims to strengthen their linguistic capabilities, foster critical and 
analytical thinking, and provide guidance for developing practical communication skills and 
engaging in independent research. This study guide features texts sourced from authentic 
materials, covering a wide range of content from different regions and countries, including 
mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, and the United Kingdom. 

• ISBN: 9781907838583

• Author(s): Yan BURCH

• Publisher: Sinolingua London
Price: £29.95
Estimated publishing date: 12/2023



PEARSON EDEXCELTEACHING AND 
ASSESSMENT RESOURCES  

Edexcel A level Chinese (2017) | Pearson qualifications

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/chinese-2017.html


RESOURCES CONTINUE 



RESOURCES CONTINUE
(40 MIN) 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(50MIN)

• Allow 10 minutes or so for questions and answers to give the participants opportunities 

to ask presenters and all the assistants. 
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