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Where are we with our practice?
What reality? What goal(s)?

What
Learning

What Outcome?

Learning
Process?

What
Learning

Vocabulary

Content? L
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What
challenge?




What would be the ideal approach to vocabulary T&L for
day-to-day practice and for curriculum design?

» Approach: What goal? What content and sequencing? What
format and presentation? How to monitor and assess?

» Chinese as a Foreign Language (CFL) & as a School
Subject

» Environment: Learner-focused, Teacher-focused, and
Situation-focused

* Needs: Necessities (Must), Lacks and Wants

* Principles: What underpins and justifies content selection?
learning and teaching methods? and monitoring and
assessment methods?

Q Adapted from: Macalister, J., & Nation, I. S. P. (2020). Language Curriculum
Design. In Language Curriculum Design (2nd ed.). Oxon, UK: Routledge.
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Basic Learning and Teaching Units

» Characters or Words?

» A Character = A Word?

» A character-centred approach? A word-centred approach?

- SNIEMEZES P&/ WEEBMIIIZANABE A XMIES 21" [Word in Chinese
languages is the smallest — independently used in speech — acoustic and semantic
linguistic unit.] (EAR & BF %, 2011)

+ 62% of lexical items in I N iIEEEE and 85% of lexical items in @415 #2 are bi/pluri-
syllabic/character words

» Chinese characters as carriers of meaning and as cultural phenomena
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Double-unit Approach(es) to T&L of Vocabulary in CFL

Single-unit s Single-unit
Character-centred DAV Word-centred

Q Bellassen, J. (2018). —mitls Z it SIETIBRE AMIARICAIIRA D 155 RS [Monism vs Dualism:The Fundamental Divergency and
Obstacle in the Ontological Epistemology of Chinese Second Language Teaching]. TCSOL Studies(4), 1-11.
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Double-unit Approach(es) to T&L of Vocabulary in CFL

*To develop communicative competences
*To develop and strengthen learners’ ability in reading comprehension

Double-unit

Relative
character-centred *Frequency and Combinatory capacity
Approach
I AAN A *From the selected characters to words, and to texts
(Bellassen, 1980’) *Meaning, etymology and radical
*For Novice Learners *Strokes, stroke order, and character composition

*Specificities of
Chinese *Active Knowledge/Skill VS Passive Knowledge/Skill

* (1t level of) Threshold of Characters: 405 (255)

Q Bellassen, J. (2018). —titilE Z it SIEZIBREAMINRICIRA S 5 5 FEES [Monism vs Dualism:The Fundamental Divergency and
Obstacle in the Ontological Epistemology of Chinese Second Language Teaching]. TCSOL Studies(4), 1-11.
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(1st level of) Threshold of Characters: 405

%)\ JEEIEH E YL IMOIRARACA P IL BRI A 7R 2K H 37 2 BRI b 5 PR AT B AT KARHT
L 24 3 10 1) 7555 1 585 o PR B A AR M BN BB R 2240 L = R AR B AR SRR AR A 1% I i o5 BF AN A BR B
TASEE RIER 5% [ R I 2 DU-5 W ] AN RRAR 215 153 1640 I 15 98 X 3 [ 35 K BRATLRG J 1 5K 8] A
PERMBA T RS L RSN ABEIHETTE T 2R O BARTORE T R B2 RIS T 7 N R
Iy Ny S ST B2 A 3R T MATIOK T B 44 B B R 5 e e o 24 W e PR 4 & IR et 55 A 22 B Ll <R T
AT BRI AKX R ARAE RN B I = 1L b /D B A A 75 i+ I R SEh i A 3 3 i T A5 I 7 B 52 8L DD o
5% vt gt & R A R 2% W R Sk B Ah SE Bt 3 E WA TR O SC IR R ILAF WP B > B R F S DR AR/ oA 4
GO E BAT MRV A AR B R — K O AR B MR AR X iz b A B R Bl ik ke
RERIE R AR E B 15 B mIEARE
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(1st level of) Threshold of Active Characters: 255

% \EILH B I AEA B AR A SEIRA T L0 B FT K B8 75 3 i fE L AR T 22 )L —VE07 B3
AR KT W e A4 BR T vl SR TR Bt B SR 3 2 M D 0 W AR 45 AR A 11 1 XK [ 2475 KL L5 T DL Y 43 ik
FOEBGE TR PR O HURPORE T R 2 B /NG SESEAT B4 B3R TR T 42 B B GAR 55 we i W R /R 4
SELNECHEIRAEIRE R LA BRI =0 A A T i R K B8 I 2 Atk it e KRR T R
BShSE DL £ BRI P68 T S BUAR/ N T O (5 B XV AR B — R R A XWIRIE A £ H
FEHKIX R fnh E AT EMEARE
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Joel Bellassen, 1991

Selected Characters for the Unit

présentation
‘P zhong
zhong
6 3 \;;ng :
] guéi
Ko i o 7
i
4& bén
™
) i
’237 ma )
R’ wo
S . bu .

milieu, moyen.
frapper juste

r0i.- [nom de famille]

pays

étre grand
grand (age, surface)

soleil.- jour

racine.- origine

étre petit.- petit
cheval.- [nom de famille]

[particule interrogative]

trés

[négation]. non

Méthode d'Initiation
ala Langue et & I'Ecriture chinoises

)

-
‘&

O]
(AR
(GNIE;
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characters)
NOM
id
FEA e
- : 3
e W 1
XA, B
X, KA, AK ADVERBE
T ¥
ri\k’ e - VERBE QUALIFICATIF
by k
BN
INTERROGATIF
5
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New Words (based on the selected

Zhonggué Chine

Ribén Japon

Wing [nom de famille)

Mi [nom de famille)

hén trés

by [négation)

di étre grand

ido étre petit

e [particule interrogative finale]



Character Knowledge (Semantic and Text and Dialogue

Structural)

SEQUENCE 0.0
A F
Co K+ — abre +un %0 +THEX, H Ay,
(% X\ un arbre marqué a sa racine
ro@ IR
[ trois grains de riz tP @ 3—\, H d_{;]\o
L 5% o i)
(% ﬁ\ % un cheval avec sa criniére P — 3
A M on xnau/% _3:_::':!}10_11]?
oY O+ O “bouche’ + cheval \ 5 . ‘f’ E ik K.
; ™ /44 4714742 4P 4B 1R F : HARD ?
i A AT dr 1K 5 BARK, R,
oy 7+ *faire un pas du pied gauche" + élément phonétique m
e % la moitié d'un carrefour B 7 ] ]
oo -7 T H | FEIA ok . E
e x pédoncule d'une fleur P .
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Wohui Mandarin Programme

Dulwich College Shanghai Pudong
YCT 1 Course — Spoken

1 Section 1 Ry ZMBE R

fR4F ! Hello ! w+2 G+1 E+0 X +4
2 Section 2 A+ 4

{RIU{+4 ? What's your name? F+1 G+2 E+0 X +3
3 Section 3 BIANRR S X

INRIRIEE3 ! Nice to meet you! F@+2 G+5 EH+0 X +3
4 Section 4 fitt 2 F E A

ftt 2% ? Who is he? @+2 A+5 HE+0 X +4
5 Section 5 B A A7 35

{REMEA ? What is your nationality? H+7 G +6  E+0 X +7
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Wohui Mandarin Programme
Dulwich College Shanghai Pudong
YCT 1 Course — Written

1 Section 1 ——_ = AT

—_= One > two, three iFH+6 H+0 E+0 X +0
2 Section 2 ATtARATA

+1A Seven people #+24 G+0 E+0 X +0
3 Section 3 JLRKNMNETXR

Z=PUX three or four days FH+12 H+0 £ +0 X +0
4 Section 4 ZFFILT X

A#F7 ! It's wonderfull H+6 H+4 FH+0 X +0
5 Section 5 AR Z2HbRLS

AZARD - Not too many, not too few. F+19 H+2 %E+0 X +0

© Victor Wu UCL 2023

Another Double-unit Approach?

* For novice learners

* Chinese as a School Subject:
Contextual Constraint

» For and within a prescribed corpus
lexical items (e.g. KS3 MEP
Vocabulary)

3 Criteria: Recurrence, Combinatory
Capacity and Word-focused, and
Independence

» Supplementary: To deepening,
retrieving and enhancing

Reccurence

Combinatory

Independence Capacity
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|

Source: KS3 MEP
Vocabulary (Jinbu 1,

Jinbu 2, and

Edexcel GCSE 9-1
Chapters 1-3)

|

168 out of 537 characters
(31%)

Recurrence

Appeared 3 times or more

Combinatory Capacity

126 out of the 168 characters
(75%)

More than 2 words

Independence

Free Morpheme

Bound Morpheme
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Example: Year 7 - 31 characters; 117 distinct word

g
mm>m&m»mmh§m|mMﬂ%

dence | |

Combinati
Capacity| ¥

Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Bound (component)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Free (word)
Bound (component)

J»mw
[

Kl

1M
RAE
BAR
—ie
BiF
R
R
4H
FE
JEAFTI
%
BB
"E
TIA
218

NWWNOANWLWONOTLOLON

W
Bo>madsfurIa

H

[

ARR
FSa

HE
£
£S5
B4
AR
B

BA
B

AL
SX
—mJl
H#l
£¥

E37)

BB

AL
FER

K4

st

%R

i
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Al
LLES

iz

[

B fii

[+]
Bx B
I
TS

e

==

E£iR

EZN
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Example: Year 7 - 31 characters; 117 distinct word

=1 8 Free (word) 3 £ £5 211

H 7 Free (word) 6 + 22 8 EHIE BE BE
I 7 Free (word) 2 Il Tl

[ii] 7 Free (word) 3 [ii) [iick=3 p:ic)

[iic] 7 Bound (component) 5 [iicp2i 3% BT AEWRFE [ipAR ] i)

-3 6 Free (word) 3 Z i o

x 6 Free (word) 2 E4 E

E3 6 Bound (component) 1 RER

BK 6 Free (word) 6 Bk BIK K =33 RI3K FERK
) 4 Free (word) 4 o) B hi R

B 4 Free (word) 3 B BR BE

= 4 Free (word) 2 & LS

= 4 Bound (component) 2 = —=2J)L

N 4 Free (word) 2 S BER

R 4 Bound (component) 1 K

b 4 Free (word) 2 b: ARYE

[z 4 Free (word) 4 5 a7 Ek Wit

N 4 Free (word) 2 N N

X 3 Free (word) 2 )54 sl

)4 3 Bound (component) 1 TR
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» What do you think of this approach
(strength and weakness) ?

* How would you implement this
approach in your day-to-day T&L?

* How would you implement this
approach into the Mandarin curriculum?
What challenge would you likely face?
What pedagogical resources which may
support you implementing this
approach? Consider the following
aspects:
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A Double-unit (and Complementary) Approach to T&L of
Vocabulary in Chinese as a Foreign Language and as a
School Subject?

*To deepen, retrieve and enhance vocabulary knowledge
*To develop the ability to deal with unfamiliar words
. *To facilitate vocabulary expansion
Double-unit and
Complementary
Approach to
Word-centred
T&L

*Recurrence, Combinatory Capacity, and Independence

*Meaning and form of individual characters
*Characters as word parts and its link with the word meaning

*From word formation to culture understanding
*For Novice Learners

;ShRGCifiCitieS of *Free Morphemes vs Bound Morphemes
inese "
*Cognitive Development

*Systemic and Spiral Curriculum Design

© Victor Wu UCL 2023

Exemplar Learning Activities

1. Write each of the characters below 3 times each in CPT.
2. Choose 3 characters, and write out a word including each character in CPMT

Xin, dian wang wu, xing.
B B z
o 4

aiu tian shang

Ext. 1: Draw a triangle, put which ever three characters in CPMT
of the traingle

Ext. 2: At each side of the trinagle, write a sentence in chara
the characters at the two picks

*CPT: Character, Pinyin and Tone
*CPMT: Character, Pinyin, Meaning and Tone
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Study of Chinese Characters and Words —
An Additional Learning Component?

« A component which considers Chinese characters and words
as the object of the language and culture study, and as
complementary to day-to-day practice, and to enhance spital
nature of the cross year curriculum

« A component which integrates language, culture, linguistics,
and cognition
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