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IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 
Confucius Classroom Cluster 

Collaboration 

孔子课堂区域合作 

 

The East Midlands Confucius Classroom Cluster 

Collaboration have been working together to strengthen 

the connections between the schools in that region as part 

of the Joint Professional Development Programme 2022 

 

中东部地区的孔子课堂开启合作模式以加强校际间的联系和发展 

 

Finham Park School, Queen Mary’s Grammar School, Oundle School, 

Uppingham School, and Dixie Grammar School discussed how they 

could consolidate knowledge for GCSE year groups, improve upon or 

establish a sixth form curriculum, strengthen independent learning, best 

utilise CLEC teachers, and work together. 



 

 

The schools have planned to attend training on the Mandarin A-Level, trial 

HSK exams for sixth formers, organise lunch clubs for sixth formers to 

support Key Stage 3 students, enlist the help of teaching assistants for 

cultural lessons, and create a Chinese writing competition. 

 

Excitingly, students in each cluster school will be creating videos and sharing 

them with pupils from the other schools, inviting them to provide feedback on 

their work, building relationships not just between the schools' staff but 

between the pupils, too. 

 

UCL IOE CI Teacher Training and Professional Development Coordinator, 

Victor Wu, has been overseeing the collaboration. He writes: 

  

"Many thanks for colleagues' support and involvement in the cluster 

collaboration initiative this year. Your contribution has been invaluable 

to the entire IOE CC network and encourages good practice across the 

wider community." 
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TEACHING AND ACTIVITIES 
 

教学活动 

 

 

Year 7 students at Simon Langton Grammar School for 
Boys participated in Chinese Group Exercises (also called 
Morning Exercises) (guǎng bō tǐ cāo) in their PE lesson on 
Friday, 24th June 

 

Simon Langton Grammar School 的学生们在体育课上学广播体

操！ 

 

Click the link to watch the Year 7 pupils from Simon Langton present their 广播体

操 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrE5R9ky2uQ


 

In a cross-curricular programme between the Chinese and the PE 

Department at Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, Year 7 Chinese 

students presented this routine in the assembly along with our Chinese 

teacher Mrs Jarrett (see below). 

 

 

The 4-minute practice is thought to be beneficial to students in many ways 

because it can not only help students develop a habit of exercising, but also 

help them "recharge their batteries" during breaks outside PE lessons and 

sports activities. 

 

 



 

Also pictured is a Taichi Fan Dance session run as part of Langton's 

Wednesday afternoon Chinese culture projects - just another example of 

how they have merged Chinese learning with outdoor activities and 

wellbeing. 

 

- Charlotte Liyao Jarrett, Chinese Teacher 

 

 

Lambeth Academy enjoys a special lesson dedicated to 
Traditional Chinese Festivals 

 

Lambeth Academy 学生享受一节关于传统中国节日的课 

 

 

Mengfei Yu, Chinese teacher at Lambeth Academy, told us more about the 

event. 

On 24th June, Jie Qian and I gave our Key Stage 3 students a Traditional 

Chinese Festival lesson. We talked about the different names of the Dragon 

Boat Festival, why Dragon Boat Festival is so important for Chinese people, 



 

how people celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival and Dragon Boat Festival 

greetings. 

 

For the cultural 

experience, we learned 

how to say “端午安

康” (“wish you a healthy 

Dragon Boat Festival”), 

made 五色线 (five-

colour silk thread) and 

had 粽子 (sticky rice 

dumplings). 

  
 

 

The students said they had great fun during the lesson.   

 

Click the link to watch this short clip from Lambeth's lesson 

 

Triumph for Calday Grange Grammar School as pupils win 

all top prizes in the British Council's Chinese Speaking 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1iDgoEB6Fs


 

Competition - the first time a single school in the UK has 

won more than one top category 
  

Calday Grange Grammar School 的学生们在全英中文大赛中斩获

三项头奖！ 

 



 

 

 

Ben Copper (Y8, bottom left), Maxim Hornby (Y11, top) and Spencer Jones 

(Y13, bottom right), all won the 1st prize in the categories, “Beginner Plus 

Level”, “Intermediate Plus Level” and “Advanced Level", respectively. 

Pictured above are the boys at another speaking competition and at school. 

 

The full story was posted on local newspaper Birkenhead News' website. 

 

 

Lucy Gu, Head of Chinese at Dixie Grammar School, 
describes how her pupils enjoyed local activities in 
Chinatown and the British museum - including talking in 
Chinese with fellow visitors 

 

Dixie Grammar School 的学生享受在唐人街和大英博物馆的活动 - 

包括与其他游客用中文交谈 

 

In Chinatown, the students did an exciting treasure hunt. They needed to find 

many Chinese words over cafés and shops with the given clues. Then they 

indulged in their favourite bubble tea and everyone ate a delicious lunch. 

 

Of course, shopping for souvenirs was an essential part as well. 

https://www.birkenhead.news/calday-grange-excels-at-british-council-chinese-speaking-competition/


 

 

 

"I really enjoyed the trip and liked 

looking at all the interesting 

things in Chinatown. I think it was 

a really great experience and 

pushed me out of my comfort 

zone when we had to talk to a 

stranger" 

- Beatrice Gallagher, Year 9
 

"The restaurant was really nice 

and my food was 

really, really nice. Looking at all 

the ancient Chinese ceramics in 

the museum was fascinating, 

especially because I'm interested 

in art" 



 

- Louis Wright, Year 9
 

 

 

 

In the British Museum, students worked out the answers to questions 

regarding many famous porcelains. 

 

They also conducted interviews in Chinese. 

 

 

The Chinese visitors they interviewed were very friendly and supportive, and 

afterwards our students were rightly proud of their achievement. 



 

"I learned from these 

activities and gained 

confidence in 

speaking to people in 

Mandarin (after a lot of 

encouragement from 

Mr Wang), so all in all 

this was a very good 

trip for me" 

- Isaac Nobel, Year 9
 

 

 

Gumley House Convent School's Year 7 Pupils lead 
outreach activity at St James’s Catholic Primary School in 
London 

 

Gumley House Convent School 的 7 年级学生给小小学生教授中文 

 

CLEC Teacher Qingqing Miao, writes: 

 

On Monday, 20th June, our Year 7 students ran 6 activities for 90 Year 4 

students at St James’s Catholic Primary School. They taught them Chinese 

greeting words, numbers, singing, dancing, calligraphy, paper-cutting and 

traditional children games such as jianzi and tiao fangzi. 



  

 

Mrs. Dion-Jones from St James’s praised the event’s success and the 

students’ abilities to make Chinese language and culture interesting to a 

young audience: 

  

“Our children really enjoyed their morning and asked if they could do it 

again! Our staff were particularly impressed with the maturity of your 

students; leading activities confidently, sharing their knowledge of 

Mandarin and engaging all our young learners.” 

 

 

Year 7 students at Anglo European School enjoy a trip to 
the British Museum and China Town to celebrate the end of 
their MEP hurdle tests 

 

Anglo European School 7 年级的学生们在伦敦参观中国城和大英

博物馆以庆祝 MEP 进阶考试的圆满结束。 



 



 

 

 

Students enjoyed a scavenger hunt in the British museum to complete their 

quiz sheets, but their favourite part was definitely the bubble tea and 

Chinese lunch!  

 

- Hannah Latimer, Head of Languages at Anglo European School 

 

 

Beths Grammar School run 23 Chinese clubs for 

KS3 pupils over the course of the academic year  
 

Beths Grammar School 中文俱乐部为 KS3 的学生在过去的一学年

中成功举办了 23 次活动。 



 

 

The aim of the Chinese clubs was to help students experience the unique 

charm of Chinese culture.  

 

Club activities include 

blow ink wintersweet; 

kicking the shuttlecock; 

Mahjong; Chinese 

Chess and many more. 

 

The Chinese Experience 

Club was very popular, 

both with pupils that 

study Chinese and 

pupils that don't. 
 

 

In addition, we also organized school trips to the British Museum and China 

Town for MEP students from Years 7 to 10, as well as Pre-U students. 



 

 

Pupils gained a deeper understanding of traditional Chinese culture through 

quiz games after the trips. 

 

- Beths Grammar School Mandarin Department 

 

 

  

TEACHING COMMUNITY: 
CLEC Teachers 

 

中方派遣教师 

 

With Brockenhurst College’s support, CLEC volunteer 
teacher Qilin Peng led Chinese after-school outreach 
courses at their feeder school, Priestlands School in 
Hampshire, helping the two schools build strong 



 

connections and attract more foreign language learners. 

 

Brockenhurst College 彭其琳老师去辐射小学授课，加强了两校的

合作并且吸引了更多学生学习外语。 

 

The first stage comprised a ten-week course that prioritised cultural 

experiences, opening the gates to Chinese learning. Qilin introduced topics 

like table manners, the Spring Festival, Chinese Calligraphy and traditional 

Chinese costumes. The second stage focused on language teaching. 

Students were taught to introduce themselves in Chinese and to write 

Chinese characters. 

 

 A formal graduation ceremony of the 

Chinese courses was held on the 

12th of July. We wanted to use this 

opportunity to showcase current 

students’ efforts in Chinese learning, 

with the ceremony opened to all 

potential language students at 

Priestlands School and their parents. 
 

 

This ceremony represents the end of the Chinese course this year but a 

beginning for next year, with more students inspired to start their Chinese 

learning journey. With Brockenhurst College and Priestlands School working 

together, learners at both schools will benefit from more opportunities in the 

future. 



 

 

 

Lingfei Zhu and Yingmin Li, CLEC Teachers at Bay House 
School, lead outreach activities at local primary schools. 
Xin Lu writes... 

 

Bay House School 的朱灵菲和李迎敏老师去辐射小学授课 



 

CLEC teacher Yingming Li teaching Martial Arts to a Year 6 class 

 

This term, our amazing CLEC teachers Lingfei Zhu and Yingmin Li from Bay 

House School have been providing excellent Mandarin and cultural lessons 

to the local primary schools.  

 

During the weekly session, a 

Mandarin language game, martial art 

station and many other Chinese 

cultural activities were set up for the 

children to access in rotation, so 

everyone had a chance to try each 

thing once. 
 

 

Pupils have been able to design their own blue and white porcelain plates. 



 

 

 

 

CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE NEWS 
 

孔院新闻 

 

 

The UCL IOE CI Chinese Director, Qi Min, is going to finish 
her term and return to China in July after working with us 
for four years. 

 

Each year, the CI has a large group of teachers from China working in our 

Confucius Classroom and MEP schools. They play a pivotal role in 

supporting the teaching and learning of Mandarin in the UK. The teachers 

are supported professionally and personally throughout their time in the UK 

by Qi Min who has made a significant and commendable contribution in this 

area of work. 



 

Qi Min is always prepared to offer help and goes extra mile to support the 

colleagues at the CI as well as in Kingsford Community School, where she 

has worked hard at the forefront of Mandarin teaching. 

 



 

It has been a real pleasure to have worked with such an enthusiastic, 

generous and dedicated colleague over the last 4 years! 

 

We are grateful for all you have done to us Qi Min and will miss you greatly! 

We wish you all the best of luck in your life and work after returning to 

China. 衷心感谢齐敏老师出色的工作和辛勤的付出， 我们会非常想念您的! 祝

回国后一切顺利！ 

 

 

We are excited to announce that the UCL IOE CI Annual 
Chinese Teaching Conference will be taking place at UCL 
on Saturday 1st October, 2022. Bookings are now open! 

 

我们很高兴地宣布，UCL IOE 孔子学院 年度中文教学会议将于 2022 

年 10 月 1 日星期六在 IOE 举行。会议预订已开放！ 

  

 

All those in the Chinese teaching and learning community are welcome to 

join. 



 

 

This year's conference theme is 'Be the Change'. The event will host keynote 

speeches from international experts, CPD workshops, exhibition of current 

teaching materials and resources, lively student performances, networking 

opportunities, and refreshments. 

 

To book your space, please click here. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

近期活动 

 

Early Career Mandarin Teaching Micro-Programme 

 

https://onlinestore.ucl.ac.uk/conferences-and-events/ucl-institute-of-education-b14/department-of-culture-communication-media-j77/j77-annual-chinese-teaching-conference-2022


 

Victor Wu will once again lead this free CPD course this autumn, which aims 

to support first-year and second-year Early Career Teachers of Mandarin in 

the UK, and complement their general induction programme. To find out 

more and apply, please click here. 

  

Mandarin Upskilling Course - Open for Enrolment 

 

Our Mandarin Upskilling Course aims to build UK teachers' Mandarin 

proficiency from absolute beginner level to lower-intermediate (HSK 3), with 

the broader goal of enabling them to support or introduce Mandarin provision 

at their schools. To learn more about this course and enrol, please contact 

us at chinesenetworks@ucl.ac.uk.  

 

 

UCL NEWS 

 

大学新闻 

 

 

UCL IOE is honoured to have been named World Number 1 
for Education in QS subject rankings 

 

UCL 教育学院又一次在 QS 排名榜上获世界教育学科第一名 

 

Professor Li Wei, Director and Dean of IOE, said: “In any year this would be 

cause for celebration. It is especially welcome in 2022 as we celebrate IOE’s 

120th anniversary and 120 years at the forefront of research and teaching on 

education and society. 

https://ci.ioe.ac.uk/cpd-programme-for-early-career-teachers-of-mandarin-2022-2023/
mailto:chinesenetworks@ucl.ac.uk


 

 

“The ranking is once again testament to the intellectual strength of our work, 

driven by our commitment to equalising opportunities and empowering 

individuals and societies. IOE represents one of the world’s greatest 

concentrations of expertise on education, but also the lives of children and 

young people, their families and communities." 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/HyRzxSF06-QnXCDtY9YDQQ


 

Click the image link to watch UCL Provost Michael Spence's Chinese-language 

response to this good news! 

 

 

The IOE CI team wish you all a happy summer holiday! IOE

孔子学院团队祝大家暑期愉快！  

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SHARE IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER?   

 
SEND IT TO US VIA THE EMAIL ADDRESS BELOW 

  

chinesenetworks@ucl.ac.uk 
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