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Welcome to the 2021 UCL IOE CI Chinese Conference
Dear Colleagues,

I am delighted to welcome you all in person to the 18th Annual Chinese Conference, held by the UCL
IOE Confucius Institute for Schools (IOE CI). The conference theme, ‘Teaching Resilience’, will be
evident throughout the plenaries and workshops. Your ideas and participation in
these discussions and workshops is, as always, greatly appreciated, so please
take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to see each other in person again
by having your questions and reflections ready. I am sure that many of you are
already in the swing of the conference, having attended the seminar with Andrew
Scrimgeour from the University of South Australia yesterday.
The timing of our conference has been altered slightly in 2021. It now marks the
beginning of the academic year 2021/22 and, looking back over the previous
academic year, a great deal was achieved, despite difficult circumstances. Now is the time for us to
look forward and plan, taking with us the best of what we learned from last year, particularly about
teaching online and encouraging learner resilience and autonomy outside the classroom.
UCL Institute of Education is thrilled to have been awarded the contract to deliver Phase 2 of the
Department for Education’s (DfE) Mandarin Excellence Programme (MEP). We are very pleased to
have Professor Li Wei, the new Director of the Institute of Education, with us at the conference today.
We are delighted to have video messages from The Rt. Hon. Nick Gibb MP and Minister of State for
School Standards at the DfE and Minister-Counsellor Zhang Jin from the Chinese Embassy, who has
long been a supporter of Chinese teaching in schools.
Plenaries on assessment (with a focus on KS5) and teacher-led enquiry and our own plans for the
coming year will provide the opportunity for us to come together at various points during the day and
no conference would be complete without student performances during the plenaries. Plenaries
apart, the choice of workshops is, as ever, very impressive. Thank you to all involved in leading them.
The IOE CI team and I hope that you enjoy this year’s conference, the plenaries, the workshops and
the chance to see each other and network. Do please come to find me or any of the CI team to share
your thoughts, ideas and feedback both on the conference, but also on what kind of training courses
and support you would like to suggest for the coming year. All views are really welcome!

Katharine Carruthers, Director, UCL IOE Confucius Institute and
UCL Pro-Vice-Provost (East Asia)

18th Annual Chinese Teaching Conference

UCL IOE Confucius Institute for Schools would like to thank the following:

•

British Council

•

Department for Education

•

Education Section, Chinese Embassy

•

Center For Language Education and Cooperation (CLEC)

•

Chinese International Education Foundation (CIEF)

•

Peking University (PKU) and PKU High School

Social media
@UCL_IOE_CI – Twitter name for UCL IOE Confucius Institute for Schools
#ChineseConf – Hashtag to use when tweeting about this event

Delegates are asked kindly to complete an evaluation form on the day of the conference.
The conference will be conducted in English. Session schedules may be subject to change.
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Friday 10 September
Pre-conference Plenary – Conceptual Understanding and
Developing Print-literacy skills in Chinese (online via Zoom).
Keynote speaker
Andrew Scrimgeour Andrew is based in Australia, where he has been
involved in Chinese teaching since the early 1980s. He lectures in
Languages Education at the University of South Australia and undertakes
research in Languages Education with a focus on literacy development,
learner diversity, curriculum design and teacher training for Chinese
language learning in schools.
He is currently involved in several projects, including the development of a quality assurance
framework for a Chinese bilingual programme and as lead researcher on a project to assist the
Australian government in developing a strategy and plan for languages education in Australia. He
has been Vice-President of the national peak body of language educators, The Australian
Federation of Modern Language Teachers Associations (AFMLTA) and is currently editor of
Babel, the refereed journal of the AFMLTA.

Saturday 11 September
Session 1, 10:00–10:50 (Plenary)

Conference Opening Plenary – ‘Teaching Resilience’
Student Performance – 我的北京之游 (My Trip in Beijing)
Alex Morgan (Year 10) from Anglo European School, Essex
Keynote speakers
The Rt. Hon. Nick Gibb, MP is Minister of State for School Standards at the
Department for Education. Nick Gibb went to school in Maidstone, Leeds and
Wakefield before going on to study law at Durham University. He was formerly a
chartered accountant specialising in corporate taxation with KPMG.
Nick served as Shadow Minister for Schools from 2005 until 2010, and as Minister
of State for Schools from May 2010 until September 2012. He was appointed
Minister of State at the Department for Education on 15 July 2014. He was elected Conservative
MP for Bognor Regis and Littlehampton in 1997.
Nick Gibb’s Minister of State for School Standards responsibilities include recruitment and
retention of teachers and school leaders (including initial teacher training, qualifications and
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professional development), supporting a high-quality teaching profession (including links to the
National College for Teaching and Leadership), national funding formula for schools and school
revenue funding and school accountability (including links with Ofsted).
Professor Li Wei is Director and Dean of the UCL Institute of Education
at University College London (UCL), where he also holds the Chair of
Applied Linguistics. His research covers many different aspects of
bilingualism and multilingualism, including first language maintenance and
development by British-born Chinese children in the UK, cognitive benefits
of language learning, and language-in-education policies. He is editor of
the International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism and the Applied Linguistics
Review. He has won the British Association of Applied Linguistics Book Prize twice, for the
Blackwell Guide to Research Methods in Bilingualism and Multilingualism (with Melissa Moyer)
and Translanguaging: Language, Bilingualism and Education (with Ofelia Garcia). He is a fellow
of the Academy of Social Sciences, UK, and a member of Academia Europaea.
Li Wei was born in Beijing, China, of Manchu-Chinese parentage and was initially trained as an
English language teacher. He came to England in the 1980s, taught Chinese at Newcastle
University, from where he pursued postgraduate studies and held a number of academic posts in
the field of linguistics, speech and language therapy, and education.

Minister Counsellor Zhang Jin was appointed as the Minister
Counsellor for Education at the Chinese Embassy in the UK in Sept
2020.
She was previously Deputy Director General of the Department for
International Cooperation and Exchanges, Ministry of Education of
China (MoE), responsible for the educational partnership between China
and European counterparts, and the collaboration between MoE and international organizations
such as OCDE, UNICEF, World Bank. She also worked as the First Secretary, Education Office
of the Chinese Embassy in the USA from 2011 to 2013.
She graduated from Nanjing University, China with a Bachelor degree in 1997 and from
Manchester University, UK, with a MSC in Human Resource Development with Distinction in
2002.
Katharine Carruthers OBE is the Director of the UCL Institute of Education
(IOE) Confucius Institute for Schools; she is also UCL’s Pro-Vice-Provost for
East Asia.
The UCL IOE Confucius Institute and 45 IOE Confucius Classrooms play a
leading role in promoting and developing the study of Chinese in schools in
England.
Katharine is an experienced teacher and examiner of Chinese. She is the
series editor of the textbooks for teaching Chinese for 11-16 year olds and wrote the specification
for the Cambridge Pre-U Mandarin Chinese. Katharine teaches on the IOE’s PGCE Languages
course, working with PGCE students training to teach Mandarin Chinese. She is the Strategic
Director for UCL’s delivery of the DfE’s Mandarin Excellence Programme.
Her research interests centre around teaching and learning of Chinese as a foreign language in
schools, the notion of intercultural competence in Chinese and UK schools and globalisation and
language policy.
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As UCL Pro-Vice-Provost (East Asia), Katharine plays an important strategic role as a catalyst
for UCL’s engagement in the region.
Katharine received an OBE in the 2018 New Year Honours list for her services to Education.
School Performance – 关于我 (About Me)
Matas JUSKA (Year 9) from Kingsford Community school

Session 2, 11:10–12:00 (Workshops)
Choose from the following:
To create well-rounded citizens, what can Chinese offer?
Yuemei Li
This workshop shares in detail one project each in KS3-KS5 that can not only be easily built into
your Scheme of Work, but can bring colleagues, parents, local schools & colleges and your sister
school(s) in China on board to make Chinese learning more popular at your own school. There
will be plenty of opportunities for participants to share their good practice on how to create wellrounded citizens as well.
Motivating students to study Mandarin GCSE
Rose Ren
This workshop will explore the motivations of students and their parents in deciding to choose
Mandarin as a GCSE option, and considers the role of Mandarin teachers in the process. Some
understandings about what factors are important to students and parents in their choice, and how
Mandarin teachers influence those choices will be discussed. Information is based on a
questionnaire survey of students and parents who had chosen GCSE Mandarin at one school,
along with a questionnaire survey of 14 Mandarin teachers from both state and private schools.
If students can lead in the classroom – why not?
Sylvania Choy
From individual to paired/group student-led activities; from simple recalling exercises to preparing
materials to quiz each other; Sylvania will share with participants a variety of student-led activities
in all 4 skills that can challenge and stretch students at their own levels. Participants are invited
to reflect and share with others how often and what student-led activities they have used that
have brought good vibes in their Mandarin classrooms.
Retrieval in action: Creating long lasting learning
Lucy Wicks
Using the concepts outlined in the bestselling book “Make it Stick: The Science of Successful
Learning”, Lucy will share the ways that she has applied these ideas to her Chinese classroom,
across KS3 and 4, during the last two years of teaching. Lucy aims to develop students who
embrace difficulties, understand how to learn vocabulary, including characters and know the
importance of regularly recycling the words they learn. The book turns several learning beliefs
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you or your students may hold upside-down. You will think and debate with colleagues during this
session.
Action Research for Continued Professional Development: Exploring New Teaching and
Learning Approaches
Victor Wu, Pia Maggioni, Kim Wang, Shan Zhai
This workshop aims to reflect on and challenge assumptions from various areas in the teaching
and learning of Mandarin, through engaging critically with certain teaching and learning
approaches and developing an understanding of action research as a means to continued
professional development. Participants will have the opportunity to explore assumptions, ideas
and approaches related to tone recognition, written word recognition and production, character
production via discussions with other colleagues, and to develop further ideas for action research
via interaction with experienced teachers-as-researchers.
Conceptual Understanding and Developing Print-literacy skills in Chinese (plenary followup workshop)
Andrew Scrimgeour (via Zoom from Australia)
This session will explore issues around ‘teacher knowledge’ and textbook representations of
character learning, and how these can be used more effectively to develop learners’ conceptual
understandings of the Chinese writing system. Ways to develop more efficient and effective ways
of building reading and writing skills will be discussed, using textbooks to highlight how character
learning can be made more conceptual, and more systematic in building learner’s literacy skills
in Chinese. Key questions will be:
- which characters are more challenging for learners to learn / for teachers to teach?
- what assumed prior knowledge (in learners) will they draw upon in learning to read and write
these characters?
- what prior knowledge (conceptual understanding) would make teaching these characters more
efficient and effective?
Participants are advised to review the vocabulary for Jinbu 2 Chapter 1 Unit 1 (Weather).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Session 3, 13:00–14:00 (Plenary)

Excellence Awards 2021
About the Excellence Awards
A great many unsung heroes contribute to the study of Chinese and about China in schools. The
IOE CI Excellence Awards recognise and celebrate these people for their efforts and talents. They
are specifically for those involved in the subject discipline of Chinese language learning.
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Nomination process
The awards are made annually following a nomination process. All teachers are eligible to
nominate any colleagues they feel have shown exceptional support in the teaching of Chinese
and the study of China across the curriculum. Nominations are submitted online and must include
a detailed citation that demonstrates how the nominee meets the criteria. The award winners are
then chosen by a panel of judges.
Congratulations to all the 2021 Excellence Award winners.

2021 Excellence Award winners
Katie Wang – 2021 Excellence Award winner
Katie is an enthusiastic and reflective practitioner. She is passionate about teaching
Chinese and able to pass her enthusiasm to her students. She has built up a very
successful Chinese department at Lambeth Academy in the past seven years. She
has managed and maintained a high standard of teaching cross KS3 to KS5 at
Lambeth. Such excellent teaching and learning has led to outstanding exam
resultsin end of year assessments:MEP hurdle tests, GCSE, HSK3 and A Level. As
the Confucius Classroom manager, Katie provides great support in helping and
guiding CLEC teachers to ensure they develop on both a professional and personal
level. Moreover, she helped embed a Chinese teaching programme in local outreach
primary schools. Katie plays a key role in the Mandarin Excellence Programme not
only at Lambeth but also in helping Hurlingham Academy establish and deliver the
MEP. The programme has helped raise the Mandarin subject profile in both school communities and is
welcomed by parents of both schools.

Tao Fu – 2021 Excellence Award winner
Tao Fu is passionate about promoting Chinese language and culture at
Bohunt School Worthing. She teaches pupils of all abilities in every year
group and is currently responsible for two MEP classes (Year 9 and Year
10). Since starting at Bohunt, she has helped her pupils reach the final of
the HSBC speaking competition twice. Her GCSE results have been
consistently excellent and have allowed her pupils to reach their full
potential. Her students always enjoy her lessons, which are dynamic, well
planned and include a wide range of varied and enjoyable activities to
reinforce her teaching, and she uses ICT effectively. However, it is her
wider commitment to Chinese teaching that makes her stand out; most
notably out of the classroom, where she was willing to go the extra mile by
giving extra support to pupils struggling during lockdown. She also runs
after school interventions for GCSE students twice a week. Ms Fu has also been on two school
trips to China and hosted Chinese visitors to the school in 2019, allowing her pupils to experience
authentic Chinese culture. As part of her school duties, she has also become a mentor for PGCE
students which has allowed her to share her best practice with others, and she is also the teacher
in charge of the MFL student leadership programme. Ms Fu is energetic, enthusiastic and caring
- she wants her pupils to be happy but also to do their very best, to leave school knowing more
about Chinese language and culture and equipped to take their place in an increasingly integrated
world.
7
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Jane Woo – 2021 Excellence Award winner
Jane is a motivated and inspirational member of the Christ’s College
Finchley team who has singlehandedly launched Mandarin as a new foreign
language, alongside teaching outstanding French and STEM lessons. Prior
to introducing Mandarin at CCF, Jane led an action-research project looking
into teaching Chinese characters and delivered training at nationwide
teaching forums, highlighting her dedication and enthusiasm to the subject.
Jane has been working as head of MFL this year and has managed the
department exceptionally well during this difficult time: training PGCE and
NQTs and giving them excellent support and mentoring, reforming the
language department, and supporting young teachers to move forward. She
is working very closely with IOE to ensure Mandarin runs smoothly at Christ’s College Finchley
this year; we have delivered Mandarin exceptionally well even with online lessons for some MEP
year groups.

Yanwen Tang – 2021 Excellence Award winner
As the only Mandarin teacher at Homewood school, Yanwen teaches
students from Year 7 to Year 12. They enjoy learning Mandarin and make
excellent progress, which has been reflected in their enthusiam in studying
the language and the excellent GCSE exam results over the last few years.
Apart from being an accomplished classroom practitioner, Yanwen also
organises and participates various activities and events including China
study camps and an annual visit to Chinatown, helping students learn the
culture behind the language and broaden their horizons. Since the school
joined the MEP, Yanwen has embraced the opportunity and helped students
to achieve their potential and build confidence, enabling them to aim even higher. Yanwen has
also supported teacher development by mentoring PGCE students as well as CLEC teachers.

Plenary: Assessment at KS5: Preparation and Pathways
Keynote speakers
Hannah Galbraith
Hannah Galbraith is an alumna of the IOE, where she completed a PGCE
in Secondary Languages (Chinese and French) in 2018. She teaches at
Berkhamsted School in Hertfordshire, where she is Subject Lead for
Mandarin leading a small team of two Chinese teachers, and a Deputy
Head of House. Hannah is interested in classroom research, and recently
completed an action research project examining the benefits for character
learning through writing with a pen on paper versus a stylus on a touch
screen. Prior to teaching, Hannah studied a BA in Oriental Studies at the
University of Oxford, and worked in the jewellery department at a fine art
auction house. Growing up in Hong Kong, Hannah also speaks conversational Cantonese.
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Yadi Luo
Yadi has taught Mandarin for more than 15 years and is currently working as
Head of Mandarin at St Mary Magdalene Academy in London, which was one
of the first schools in the UK that joined the Mandarin Excellence Programme in
2016. Yadi's students have achieved outstanding exam results with 100%
achieving A to A* and 8 to 9 in GCSEs, and top band grades in both IB (6 & 7)
and Pre-U (Distinctions). Yadi's students have also won many awards in the
past, including a 5-month scholarship to study at a Chinese university through
the Mandarin Bridge competition, and the recent MEP Year 10 Intensive Study Tourism
Campaign.

Nick Brown
Nick is a teacher of languages with a passion for every student learning about
other cultures, and is an advocate for the benefits of project work. He speaks
French, Spanish and as a Russian speaker understands the difficulties of
alternative scripts. He is enthusiastic about travel and learning languages. Nick
has been a Head of Department in schools in a variety of different contexts and
worked as an Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for Teaching and
Learning. He spent a year’s secondment as a county Advisor and his MA
focused
on
preparing
students
for
life
beyond
the
Nick is currently Head of MFL and EPQ at Lincoln Castle Academy.

classroom.

Session 4, 14:10–15:00 (Workshops)
Choose from the following:
Mandarin Accessible for All
Emma Jamen
This session is about starting a conversation around the offering of Mandarin to a wider range of
students – inspiring teachers to think about how they could offer Mandarin to more students in an
inclusive, accessible way. Attendees will:
•

Be aware of some strategies tried in an Alternative Provision KS2 Class in Leeds and
lessons we’ve learned from this.

•

Highlight the ways they can relate and apply our experiences to their own teaching
situation-bottom sets? Struggling students? Extra-curricular clubs? Primary?

•

Be inspired to consider ways in which they might implement the teaching of Mandarin in
an ‘accessible’ way, to impact on wider cohort of students in their school/setting.

Making pupils actively engaged with speaking and listening activities
Fu Xiong
Attendees will be provided with the key skills to shift the focus to student-led target language
through spontaneous speaking, by creating a pseudo-native immersive learning environment to
emulate real-world situations, building self-motivation and independence. By arming students with
9
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usable foundations and confidence through spontaneous practice, students can become flexible
and unfazed by new and unpredictable situations. The session will also cover how teachers can
create bespoke listening resources with minimal effort while ensuring maximum differentiation.
Coaching to success
Alex Ferraby
Alex will present a coaching model that is used widely at his school - a professional (and learning)
framework which focuses on developing every colleague (and learner) as their own best ‘solutionseeker’. With this tool kit you will start to both unlock potential in those around you, and also start
to help yourself and others in efficient, quick problem-solving. This is applicable at all levels of
professional contexts and, indeed, throughout all areas of life!
Cognitive Load Theory – practical ideas to support speaking and listening in the Mandarin
classroom
Helen Lewis
For any learner of a new language there is just so much to think about! For learners of Chinese,
add in the complications of tones and characters, and they can soon feel overwhelmed. How can
we support learners in absorbing new sentence patterns, especially when they struggle to learn
more than a few characters per week? Could sentence builders be the answer/part of the answer?
Helen’s workshop will address these questions.
Using games to teach primary level Mandarin
Rachel Tienfenbraun
In this workshop, you’ll learn how games can be used as the focal point for planning a series of
progressive Mandarin lessons.
After a very brief look at academic research supporting this idea, you’ll get to play a selection of
games and reflect on the accompanying lesson activities which prepare children for game play
and consolidate and extend learning beyond the game. The session finishes with planning your
own series of activities to prepare, consolidate and extend learning using one of Rachel’s
Mandarin games.
Teaching film and literature for A-Level Chinese: reasons to be positive
Hannah Galbraith
With the end of the Pre-U approaching and with many schools now preparing to introduce Edexcel
A-Level Chinese, Hannah Galbraith (Berkhamsted School) shares her experience teaching
literature and film for the Edexcel course, demonstrating a range of strategies for preparing
students to write analytical essays for Paper 2 in Chinese. Hannah introduced A-Level Chinese
at her school in September 2020. Her first cohort of seven have shown great enjoyment – and
real strength – in the ‘Response to Works’ aspect of the course.
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Session 5, 15:10–16:00 (Workshops)
Choose from the following:
Develop Higher Thinking Skills by introducing pop culture and current affairs into KS3-5
curriculum
Peishu Lin
Have you encountered difficulty in motivating pupils? What is the optimal pace of going through
the whole syllabus? Is it possible for learners to express thoughts and opinions without having to
know the vocabulary first? This practical workshop is going to answer all these questions. I will
demonstrate how to integrate pop culture and current affairs into the syllabus to challenge thinking
skills – a new requirement of the GCSE exam. Peishu will also demonstrate how to effectively
adopt materials to suit all age groups. Step-by-step adaptation of materials and ready-to-use
formats will be presented at the workshop and Peishu will share new assessment practices that
reflect future pedagogical trends.
From Mandarin to “MAD”arin – a four skill integrated approach to create memorable
learning experiences
Yi Zhang
The workshop will explore creative and fun ways to design and deliver student-centered and
contextualised active learning experiences, which are transferrable to different themes and topics,
and can be applied to different key stages, even with minimal preparation.
Achieving better work life balance through optimal lesson planning
Josh Ma
No teacher should spend too much time planning lessons. There, you heard it. We as teachers
already commit a lot of hours to the job we love, and we all know the commitment can be toxic.
Knowing how to work smarter is important to everyone in today’s society, but what does it mean
for us teaching professionals? With 16 years of experience teaching Mandarin Chinese in the UK,
Josh Ma will attempt to provide an answer to this question and share some useful tips on how to
achieve better work life balance through optimal lesson planning.
Mandarin through Project-Based Learning to connect to the real world
Kim Wang
Project-Based Learning (PBL) requires pupils to plan, design and carry out projects which often
lead to a presentation, a performance, an exhibition or even a product. We believe that using a
PBL approach will not only enhance pupils’ language learning, help them to increase their cultural
understanding and to develop research, planning and communication skills, but also help them
to develop real life skills. Queen Mary’s Grammar School carry out various examples of PBL
throughout the year. Kim will share her experience of carrying out these projects and the
resources created, so you will have access to some ready-made and tried-out ideas.
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Learning to read characters with radicals (Primary)
Jing Wang
Do you find your pupils struggle with reading Chinese characters? Are they clueless when
encountering new characters? In this workshop, teachers from Kensington Wade, the first
Chinese-English bilingual pre-prep school in Europe, will show you how their children learn to
read with radicals, the core components of characters. The knowledge of radicals helps learners
to make sense of the characters and to memorise them in a systematic manner.

Chinese Sentence Builders – An Introduction
Chris Webster
The aim of this workshop will be to introduce teachers to the ‘sentence builder’ teaching approach
that has been taking off in MFL departments all around the UK and internationally. It is a method
of teaching languages that makes learning accessible, and fun, for all students, while also
ensuring they achieve well beyond expectations academically.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Session 6, 16:10–17:00 (Plenary)

School Performance – 让我们一起保护地球 （Let’s protect the planet earth)
Phoebie Hull, Emma Hunter, Titas Juocys, Thomas Pritchard, Isabelle Telling (Year 9) from
Brune Park Community School

Plenary: "Never "just" a teacher - your power as a researcher and
community leader"
Keynote speakers
Philippa Vallely is responsible for the strategic planning, development, delivery

and evaluation
of the UCL IOE Confucius Institute for Schools’ CPD
programme for Mandarin teachers in the UK. This comprehensive programme
caters for teachers at all levels, from total language beginners to native
speakers, increasing access to Mandarin Chinese and Chinese culture for
teachers.
Philippa was previously Academic Director for a group of junior language education centres. Prior
to that she worked in Malaysia as a teacher trainer/mentor, on a Ministry of Education teacher
development project, delivered by the British Council. Additionlly she has ten years’ language
teaching experience, including six years in China where she also studied Mandarin at Beijing
Language and Culture University.
Philippa holds a Master’s degree in Education and International Development from the Institute
of Education, an Honours degree in English and Theatre Studies from Warwick University, CELTA
and a Trinity Diploma in TESOL.

Xiaoming Zhu is the National Network Coordinator at the UCL IOE Confucius

Institute. Her role is to provide support and advice to the UCL IOE Confucius
Classrooms and other schools in the wider network.
As the first Chinese national to gain UK Qualified Teacher Status, Xiaoming has
a rich experience in teaching Mandarin Chinese in schools. The programmes
she has led and coordinated at the IOE CI include Confucius Classrooms, British Council Chinese
Language Assistants’ training, Hanban teacher programme and other initiatives. Working closely
with the CI Director, Xiaoming has also played a key role in establishing and
supporting collaborations between the CI and various stakeholders in the UK, China and other
European Countries. Since 2015, Xiaoming has been part of the MFL PGCE team at the UCL
Institute of Education, working as the Mandarin PGCE tutor.
Xiaoming holds a BA degree from Xi’an Foreign Languages University and an MA in Education
from the University of Nottingham.
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Kay McLeod is Teacher Training and Professional Development Coordinator

at the UCL IOE Confucius Institute. Kay first came to the Chinese language
through a Scottish MA in Chinese Studies from the University of Edinburgh.
She spent three years living in China, first as a student of Chinese language
in Dalian and later as in-house interpreter at a Chinese Opera theatre in
Nanjing. In 2012 she graduated with an MA in Sinology from SOAS University
of London, closely followed by a PGCE at Goldsmiths University and six
years of teaching Mandarin in the UK classroom.
Kay joined the Confucius Institute in August 2018 as coordinator of the DfE's Mandarin Excellence
Programme. Kay is responsible for the day-to-day delivery of the programme in schools across
England, using her experience as a linguist, classroom teacher and subject coordinator to lend
support to schools and teachers delivering the programme. She also oversees the learning design
for intensive and independent learning components of the programme, including in-China, digital,
and blended learning events and projects. She is also a tutor on the UCL IOE PGCE Mandarin
and enjoys supporting new teachers to qualified teacher status.

Victor Wu Victor WU is a Teacher Training and Professional Development
Coordinator at the IOE CI, where he is responsible for the development and
delivery of various teacher training programmes. In collaboration with other
team members, he also works on supporting growth of Mandarin Excellence
Prorgamme, specifically at Key Stages 4-5, and invigoration of UCL IOE
Confucius Classroom network.
With his doctoral studies and research interests, he also works on research
projects centring around semiotics and written vocabulary in Chinese as a second language,
teachers’ self-efficacy and teaching practice as well as teacher-research as CPD.
As a UK-qualified secondary MFL teacher, Victor has Mandarin and French teaching experience
in primary, secondary and higher education in Taiwan, France, and the UK. He holds a bachelor’s
degree and a master’s degree in education from Université Lyon 2, and completed his PGDE in
Secondary Mandarin & French at the University of Aberdeen.

Maria Pia Maggioni is the Head of Mandarin at University College School in

North London, where she has also been teaching French, Spanish and Italian.
She completed her BA in Modern Foreign Languages and Literatures at
Bergamo University (Italy) and has subsequently trained to become a
Mandarin teacher through the PGCE programme at UCL Institute of
Education. At UCL, she has taken part in the Early Leaders course and,
wanting to take an active role in her professional development, joined the UCL
IOE CI Subject Expert Micro-Programme. Her action research focused on
students' ability to recognise and reproduce Chinese characters. She will be a Senior Expert in
the 2021-2022 Subject Expert Micro-Programme.
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Ju-Hsuan Wang currently works as the subject (Mandarin) leader at King
Edward VI Grammar School in Stratford-upon-Avon - where she is responsible
for the overall Mandarin provision and its expansion across Key Stages 3-5.
Having 14-years experience in Mandarin teaching and learning in Hong Kong
and in the UK with varied curricula - including the Mandarin Excellence
Programme - she recently completed the UCL IOE CI Subject Expert MicroProgramme, conducting an action research project centring around learning
of tones for English-speaking school learners. She holds a master's degree in
Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language from Hong Kong Polytechnic University and completed
her PGCE in Secondary Mandarin and EAL Pathway at UCL Institute of Education.

Shan Zhai is a teacher of Mandarin and French at Dartford Grammar School. She has teaching
experience in both American and British education systems after graduating
with an MA degree in Applied Linguistics from UCL in 2017. Her main
responsibilities at school are to promote students’ Chinese learning from
KS3 to KS5 and deliver the MEP and IB programmes. She also helped
mentor a PGCE student on behalf of IOE and delivered teacher training
sessions. In 2020-2021, she took part in the Subject Expert MicroProgramme organised by IOE Confucius Institute. Her main research
interests lie in the areas of second language acquisition and instruction
particularly language assessment and the role of corrective feedback.

~~~~~~~~~~
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Exhibition
We thank the following conference exhibitors:

Cypress Books

Dragons Teaching

Unit 6 Provident Industrial Estate
Pump Lane, Hayes
London
UB3 3NE
www.cypressbooks.com
Contact: Ruonan Bu
Email: info@cypressbooks.com

212 New Kings Road
London
SW6 4NZ
www.dragonsteaching.com
Contact: Hannah Leighton
Email: hannah@dragonsteaching.com

Go Well Education

CLEC UK Representative
Office

Suite 1308, Tung Che Commercial Centre
246 Des Voeux Road West
Hong Kong
www.gowell.com
Contact: Miss Yanfen Shi (Eva)
Email: irisli@gowell.com

Sinolingua London Ltd.
Unit 13
Park Royal Metro Centre
Britannia Way
London
NW10 7PA
www.sinolingua.com.com
Contact: Ms Ranran Du
Email: editor@sinolingualondon.com

124 Euston Road
London
NW1 2AL
Contact: Christina Zhang
Email: hanban@chinauk.net

Mandarin Matrix
Unit 713, Level 7, Core E
Cyberport 3, 100 Cyberport
Road, Cyberport, Hong Kong
https://mandarinmatrix.org/
Contact: David Tait
Email: david@mandarinmatrix.com
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Languagenut
Platform 9
Tower Point
Brighton
BN1 1YR
https://www.languagenut.com/en-gb/
Contact: Glen Blackadder
Email: support@languagenut.com

The Dragon Trip
133 Whitechapel High St
London
E1 7QA
https://thedragontrip.com/
Contact: Alex Seigel
https://thedragontrip.com/contact-us/

The Language Gym
https://www.language-gym.com/
Contact: Chris Webster
Enquiries: support@language-gym.com
To purchase books: language-gym@piefke-trading.com
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MEP TEACHER TRAINING FILMS
We would like to remind you that there are eight classroom-based films providing examples of
best practice in Chinese language teaching in schools participating in the Mandarin Excellence
Programme in England. The films are available in their entirety, as well as in shorter clips that you
can filter by teaching topic.
To watch the MEP Teacher Training Films visit our website - www.ci.ioe.ac.uk/mep-teacher-

training-films/ - or Google search for “IOE CI Teacher Training Films”
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Connecting to UCLGuest Wi-Fi via The Cloud
This guide explains how to connect to UCLGuest via The Cloud.
This guide is aimed at...
•

All visitors

Instructions
1. Select UCLGuest from your list of available Wi-Fi networks
2. Once connected, open a web browser and refresh your page
3. At the Welcome page (Fig.1) click Go

Fig.1 – Welcome to Sky Wi-Fi page

4. If you already have a The Cloud account, enter your email address and password and
click Continue. If you do not have a The Cloud account, click Create Account to
register (Fig.2)
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Fig.2 – Sky Wi-Fi login and registration page

5. After you have created a new account you will be connected to UCLGuest. You will
also receive an email confirmation with your details.
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Floorplans
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Contact Us:
UCL IOE Confucius Institute

Thank you for joining us for the 18th Annual
Chinese Conference.

Tel: 020 7612 6000
https://ci.ioe.ac.uk/
chinesenetworks@ucl.ac.uk

#ChineseConf

How did we do?
Please tell us what you think by completing an
evaluation form on the day.

