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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

学生聚焦 

 

Under our Student Spotlight, twin year 10 students Harry 
& Thomas Sharma from Queen Mary's Grammar 
School had a fun conversation about learning Mandarin 
and their visits to China, demonstrating their passion 

and fantastic language skills.... 

https://youtu.be/4wR1-bT7Dg8


 

Video: Harry & Thomas from QMGS speaking in fluent Mandarin 

 

 

On learning Mandarin, they say: 

 
“I really enjoy learning Chinese at Queen Mary's. You don’t just 
learn the language itself, but you get plenty of chances to learn 
about Chinese history and its culture. I am glad I’ve had the 
opportunity. When I’m older, I would like to take Chinese 
further and use it to become a diplomat to represent the UK 
and focus on China and China’s place in the world”  

     - Harry  

  

“I chose to learn Chinese because it is one of the most 
important languages in the world. China is one of the world’s 
largest countries and one of the world’s largest economies. 
Learning Chinese is a way to open your mind to the world, to a 
part that is completely different to your own with a totally 
different culture. I would like to go to China in the future to 
further my Chinese study"  

    - Thomas 



 



 

Harry & Thomas 
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TEACHING AND ACTIVITIES 
 

教学活动 

 

 

The Anglo European School found innovative ways to 
utilise technology to give their MEP students ways to 

interact with some of the greatest artefacts of Chinese 
history. Tina Dai explains… 

 

 Anglo European 中学的 MEP 学生利用网络参观中国历史上最著名

的    文化景点，并通过互动的方式学习历史和语言。 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

summer trip to China has been put 

on hold. We wanted to give students 

other ways to get to know China and 

engage with their studies. So, we 

arranged two free virtual trips for our 

MEP students. 



 

  

  
 

 

On Saturday 24th April, all MEP students at the Anglo European School 

joined an amazing virtual trip to the Great Wall via Zoom! Our students were 

able to explore one of the Seven Wonders of the World. 

  

We connected with a local expert at the Great Wall. Through the lens of the 

guide’s camera, students climbed the beacon towers of the Great Wall and 

touched the magnificent stone wall, which has stood for thousands of years.  

 

 

 

Students and parents were pleased with this activity and we received 

extremely warm feedback from them. Mimi, a year 10 student, said, “I really 

enjoyed the online session and was pleased to know more about the Great 

Wall. I can’t wait for the next trip in May.” 

  

MEP students also had the chance to take a virtual journey to the 

magnificent Terracotta Army on 22nd of May. 

 

 

 Benenden School Exhibits its Silk Road... 

本内登学校的丝绸之路 

 

The Benenden School's Chinese department was actively involved in 

planning and delivering two enquiry journeys as part of the Benenden 

Diploma for KS3 students. Alice Webb, the Head of Mandarin department 

gave us some details... 



 

One highlighted moment was the 

jaw-dropping Chinese traditional 

dance performance by our teacher, 

Shiyu Yang (杨诗雨). 

 

During year 7’s Enquiry Week, the 

students studied the relationship 

between the renaissance and the 

Silk Road. Through workshops and 

roleplay of Marco Polo and Silk Road 

merchants and traders, students 

gained an impressive understanding 

of how the economic growth of 

European countries was boosted by 

trade relations via the Silk Road with 

the Far East, including China. 

  
 

 

These cross-curricular events have enhanced students’ learning and we at 

the Confucius Classroom are extremely proud of them. 

 

 

 

 

Pupils at Bay House School had the opportunity to 
engage with a variety of Chinese arts in a series of online 

workshops. Xin Lu, head of Mandarin, details the 
experience below… 

 

Bay House 学校学生通过网络学习中国文化艺术 



 

Following the successful establishment of the Mandarin Excellence 

Programme at Bay House School and Brune Park School, over 200 

Mandarin learners were invited to attend online workshops between 22-26th 

March to enjoy Chinese culture through enhanced extra-curricular provision. 

  

There were a variety of cultural workshops presented and led by professional 

performers/instructors from London Goldsmiths College Confucius Institute, 

on subjects such as Tai Chi, Kungfu, Chinese dance and musical 

instruments. This series provided a unique experience for our Mandarin 

learners to interact with and immerse themselves in authentic Chinese 

culture without travelling! 

 

 

 

CLEC teacher Maggie Yan Wang 王燕 has been working 

at Cowley International College in St. Helens for nearly 
two years. One of Maggie's mentors and Assistant 
Principal at Cowley, Colin Mercure, talks about the 
impact she's had on the school... 

Maggie has been working at Cowley International College for nearly two 

years. She’s had to find a new flat, new friends, and learn to speak English 



 

with a northern accent rather than the standard American/English accent 

taught in China! And she’s done it all during the biggest global pandemic in 

over 100 years. 

 



 

Maggie and Paul Edwards, another of Maggie's mentors, at Cowley International 

College 

 

She [Maggie] has been a big part of our primary outreach work, teaching at 2 

local feeder primary schools weekly. She's helped with classroom resources 

& management, staff Mandarin lessons, lunchtime clubs, afterschool lessons 

and especially with the MEP Hurdle tests.  

 

During the first lockdown, Maggie joined our Zoom staffroom and together 

we attempted The Times’ Daily Quiz every day. It’s quite tough and 

sometimes obscure, but Maggie helped us get the questions about China 

right! We’ve been to pub lunches and on walks together, too. 

 

I’m aware we won’t have a CLEC teacher next year and we’ll miss this 

support so much. However, I know Maggie is looking forward to going home, 

and we wish her well. Maybe she’ll look back on her time at Cowley with 

affection and pride, safe in the knowledge that a little corner of the UK called 

St Helens still remembers her and her time as our CLEC teacher.  

 

 

MANDARIN TEACHING 
TIPS AND TRICKS 

教学分享 

 

 

Yaying Liu 刘崖莺, a Mandarin teacher from St. Mary 

Magdalene Academy, has come up with some useful tips 
and tricks for peer assessment! 

Ensure students are familiar with the success criteria 

 

Differentiated targets are set to cater for different needs. Try sticking marking 

schemes in students' books! 



 

 

Collaborative mind-mapping 

 

Students can work together on a mind map simultaneously, each one 

contributing ideas (e.g. about characters, phrases, tenses, sentences 

structures from their previous knowledge) taking the success criteria into 

account. 

 

Writing scripts (individual task) 

 

Students should make the speaking or writing scripts based on the group 

mind maps on their own. 

  

 

Peer assessment (pair work) 

Students need to give detailed 

feedback by pointing out what level 

their partners’ work is and why. 

 

They could write: “I think your 

writing/speaking is GCSE6/7/8/9 

because you use opinions, 

connectives, different tenses and 

higher structures etc.” 

  
 

 

Borrow good sentences from partners 

After peer assessment, students are encouraged to note down their partner's 

good sentence structures in their own books for the future references 

 

  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 
 



 

CLEC Teachers 

语合中心教师 

 

 

As this academic year approaches its end, we want 
to give a special acknowledgement to our CLEC 
(Centre for Language Education and Cooperation) 

teachers... 
 

 

Our CLEC teachers are experienced 

teachers in China or new graduates 

who studied Teaching Chinese as a 

Foreign Language. For the past two 

years, they have been based UK 

schools as full-time teachers. 

 

And what an extraordinary two years 

it has been! They have faced 

challenges nobody expected in 

2019, in a strange environment that 

already presented them with 

exceptional changes. Nevertheless, 

the teachers showed great resilience 

and they all adapted incredibly well. 

  
 

 

They have worked closely with schools, both on site and remotely. Their 

work covers primary through to GCSE and A-Level support. Some are 

teaching classes independently, some are co-teaching and otherwise 

supporting staff. 



 

 

 

Over the last two years, 

they’ve successfully 

completed a series of 

CPD sessions organised 

by IOE Confucius 

Institute and have 

demonstrated their 

professional and 

personal growth. We 

thank the host schools 

and particularly their 

mentors for their support 

on a day-to-day basis. 
 

 

We want to express our gratitude to all the CLEC teachers for their 

invaluable contributions. Thank you CLEC teachers! 感谢语合中心教师及志

愿者教师的杰出工作！祝愿你们回国后一切顺利！ 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

近期活动 

 

The UCL IOE 18th Annual Chinese Teaching Conference - save the 

date! 

 

We are excited to announce that the Annual Chinese Teaching Conference 

is set to go ahead for one day on Saturday 11th September. The conference 

will run face-to-face at UCL with the theme of teaching resilience. Please 

visit this post on our website to read more about this. 

 

Mandarin Upskilling Course, led by Philippa Vallely – Open for 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fci.ioe.ac.uk%2Fannual-conference-2021-qa-with-philippa-vallely-ucl-ioe-ci-teacher-training-coordinator%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6d38d26127af4e39183008d92fe53497%7C1faf88fea9984c5b93c9210a11d9a5c2%7C0%7C0%7C637593483750800946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tb5wnylsMrbMynMQ4Lh2sparJBcSjHnl8hrCPolN76w%3D&reserved=0


 

Enrolment 2021/22 

  

We are delighted to announce that our free teacher training course, the 

Mandarin Upskilling Course, is open for enrolments for September in what 

will be its fourth year of running. The course aims to build UK teachers’ 

Mandarin language proficiency to teach up to KS4 level. In the second year 

of the course, there will be an opportunity to go to China! 

 

To hear more about the course, including comments from current 

participants and our MA student volunteers, please read this post or contact 

us at chinesenetworks@ucl.ac.uk. 

 

Jueju 绝句 Teach-In with Professor Jonathan Stalling  - results are In! 

 

For the first time, UK students were able to enter the Newman Prize for 

English Jueju competition from the University of Oklahoma and well, what a 

successful first year! There was a lot of interest this year with over 200 

submissions received from the UK and with UK students contributing the 

largest number of the more complex 近体诗 version which was very 

impressive. 

  

To find out who this year's winner is and read their work, and learn 

more about the competition and entries, including commentary on student 

work and information about Jueju, please read our blog! 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SHARE IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER?   

 
SEND IT TO US VIA THE EMAIL ADDRESS BELOW. 

  

chinesenetworks@ucl.ac.uk 
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