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UCL IOE CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE 

 

UPDATES 
 

 

  

 

The UCL IOE Confucius team is delighted to welcome four new members to the 
team. 
 
We have three new Project Officers who have joined the team this year; Kate 
Wilson, Meher Khan and Gem Sedef. We are also pleased to welcome Victor 
Wu, our Teacher Training and Professional Development Coordinator. 
 
To find out more about the team and what we do visit our website, IOE 
Confucius Institute Team 

 



   

 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 
 

KATHARINE LADY BERKELEY'S  
 

SCHOOL  
 

 

  

 

In our spotlight section, we had the pleasure of speaking 
with Michelle Tate, Head of Chinese and UCL IOE 
Confucius Classroom Manager at Katharine Lady 
Berkeley's School... 

 

  

Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School in 
rural Gloucestershire has a long and 
established history of teaching 
Mandarin Chinese, embedded as 
part of the school curriculum, since 
1996. 
 
There has been a steady stream of 
students successfully learning 
Chinese at Katharine Lady 
Berkeley’s School for the full seven 
years of Secondary Education, 
leaving with outstanding results at 
Pre-U level.  
 
Many of these have gone on further 
to deepen their understanding of 
Chinese and hone their language 
skills for four more years at 
Universities all over the UK. Oxford, 
SOAS, Leeds, Sheffield, Nottingham, 
Manchester, Edinburgh and Hull are 
a few of the popular destinations  
 
our former students have chosen to 
continue their Chinese learning 

Hanban teachers and our sixth form 
students to local Primary and 
Secondary schools to teach students 
there how to speak and write 
Chinese, do taijiquan, fan-dancing, 
Chinese painting. 
 
Our students have benefitted over 
many years from the opportunities to 
participate on the Chinese 
Immersion Summer Camps.  So 
many students have ‘tasted’ what 
China has to offer them in their 
future lives through experiencing 
aspects of the country first-hand.  
 
Recently, one of our students won a 
scholarship to study Chinese at 
Peking University for a year, through 
the UCL IOE’s programme in 
collaboration with PKU tailored for 
UCL IOE Confucius Classroom 
students.   
 
She studied hard all year in Beijing 
and was able to enter Leeds 



 

journeys. 
 
Much of the success of Chinese 
teaching at Katharine Lady 
Berkeley’s School is down to the 
support we have been given as a 
UCL IOE Confucius Classroom. As 
one of the first five hub Confucius 
Classrooms in the country, we have 
been able to tap in to the wisdom 
and experience of seven Hanban 
teachers.  These teachers’ 
contributions to our Chinese 
department is immeasurable and 
invaluable. 
 
Other huge positives the Confucius 
Classroom Programme has brought 
Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School 
and our students have been in the 
form of funding events at school, 
such as China Days when students 
from spoke schools gather to have 
fun activities in learning Mandarin 
and Chinese culture.  We have also 
been able to organise outreach work 
by sending 

 

University at a second year student’s 
level of Chinese.  She also revisited 
Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School to 
talk to the younger students about 
her life in China, encouraging them 
to look beyond textbook Chinese. 
 
The study of Mandarin Chinese 
continues to flourish at Katharine 
Lady Berkeley’s School, even 25 
years after it was first introduced on 
the school curriculum.  This is partly 
due to the teaching styles the 
teachers adopt to encourage and 
enthuse the students on a daily 
basis. A big part of the breadth of 
opportunities we are continuing to be 
able to offer at Katharine Lady 
Berkeley’s School is thanks to the 
support and funding we receive as a 
Confucius Classroom.  For this 
contribution, we remain extremely 
grateful. 
 
- Michelle Tate  
Head of Chinese and UCL IOE 
Confucius Classroom Manager 
Katharine Lady Berkeley's School 
   

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 

  

 

Under our Student Spotlight, Elodie Sparrow from 
Katharine Lady Berkeley's School describes her 
experiences of studying Chinese... 

 

  
 

I have been studying Chinese at my 
school for six years. I love everything 
about learning Chinese, particularly 
the fact that Chinese doesn’t have 
an alphabet, one of the many 
aspects of the language that makes 
it so unique. Chatting in Chinese is 
also fun, especially when tackling the 
tones but it is learning about Chinese 
culture through the language that is 
so interesting. 

  
 

  

 

It is so amazing to learn about a country on the other side of the world! I hope 
to study Chinese at university in the next few years, but I am thinking about 
applying for the Confucius Institute PKU scholarship year abroad in Beijing first. 
I hope to learn all that I can about China, as well as perfecting my Chinese. 
 
 我几年以前去了中国，我等不及回去！ 
 
- Elodie Sparrow 
Year 13 student at Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School  

 

  
 

   

  



 

UCL IOE CONFUCIUS 
CLASSROOM 

  
  

TEACHING AND ACTIVITIES 
 

 

  

  

 

Students from Archbishop Sentamu Academy participated in 
writing about their lockdown experience and were awarded 
the 'Junior Ambassador of Global Communication' 
certificate. UCL IOE Confucius Classroom Manager Liqun Dai 
explains for us in more detail what students from the 
Kingston upon Hull based school achieved... 

 

  

The pandemic and the lockdown of schools have had various impact on young 
people from all of the world. Thirteen students ranging from Y8 to Y13 at 
Archbishop Sentamu Academy have picked up their courage and shared their 
personal experiences in writing on an international forum organised by Peking 
University High School Tianjin. Their excellent work has been chosen for the 
First Issue of the Online Global Forum, and each of them have been awarded 
Junior Ambassador of Global Communication. 

The organiser said: ”We are deeply grateful for the contribution of your 
students’ effort in submitting their works about the pandemic theme forum and 
the passion to share their unique experience with peers from other cultures, 
which is so inspirational as students from different cultures actually have been 
influenced and affected at different ways.” 
 
- Liqun Dai 
UCL IOE Confucius Classroom Manager 
Archbishop Sentamu Academy 
 



 

Students received Junior Ambassador of Global Communication certificates by 
describing their experiences during lockdown. 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 

Hanban teacher Huang Yanran answers questions on her 
experiences so far teaching at Gumley House Convent 
School, in Hounslow... 

 

 
 
 
 

TEACHING COMMUNITY 

 
1.Can you tell us about your roles 
and responsibilities at Gumley 
House Convent School? 
As a Hanban Chinese teacher, I obtain 
a sense of fulfilment from my work at 
Gumley House Convent School. I 
teach Y8 and Y10 MEP lessons, have 
1 to 1 speaking sessions with sixth 
form students to support their Pre-U 
learning, and arrange speaking 
boosters for Y11 students to support 
their GSCE learning. I also conduct 
HSK3 lessons for high-level students 
here.   



  

2. What has been the biggest challenge and how have you overcome it?  

In the beginning, my biggest challenge was the classroom management. I have 
now accumulated experiences under my mentor’s help who invited me to attend 
her classes for observation, she instructed me with clear rules and 
consequences for students. What impressed most was that my 
mentor attended my lessons and gave me improvement suggestion. In short, I 
have learned so much from my friendly colleagues and overcome all kinds of 
challenges so far. 
  

3. What do you enjoy the most in working in the UK? 

Firstly, I really appreciate the strong learning atmosphere at the School, 
colleagues are happy and have a vigorous attitude towards Mandarin learning, 
which makes my teaching run smoothly. Secondly, the positive relationship 
between teacher and student is rooted in mutual respect, being deeply trusted 
by someone gives me strength. 
 
Sara Long, the Head of Chinese and Confucius Classroom Manager also 
shared some feedback on how Yanran was performing... 
 
We feel so lucky to have Yanran as part of our team. When she arrived last 
year, she adapted very quickly to life at our school, developing good 
relationships with not only the Mandarin students, Chinese and other MFL 
colleagues, but also with colleagues across the school. Yanran also 
teaches Mandarin in two primary schools. This year the focus is on supporting 
the Mandarin students in Gumley: without her contribution, we would not be 
able to run the MEP from Year 7 – 11 so successfully. Huge thanks to Yanran! 
 
- Sara Long 
Head of Chinese and UCL IOE Confucius Classroom Manager 
Gumley House Convent School 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

   

 

MANDARIN TEACHING 
TIPS AND TRICKS 

 

 

  

 

IOE Confucius Classroom, Rosendale Primary School has 
been doing some amazing work in continuing learning via 
online teaching! 

 

  

 

Rosendale Primary School has been providing high quality Mandarin to all children 
since 2010 and currently there are five year groups learning daily Mandarin. The 
pandemic has not stopped Mandarin learning in Rosendale. We have started to 
deliver online daily teaching videos via the school website and Mandarin blog since 
lockdown. We post videos daily for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, which covers 
speaking, reading, writing as well as Chinese cooking, storytelling, art, 
singing, dancing and sport. 
 
From September, our children have either face-to-face learning or online daily 
learning as seen the video below. For more information, please visit our 
webpage; Let's learn Mandarin @ Rosendale 
 
- Kou You 
UCL IOE Confucius Classroom Manager 
Rosendale Primary School 

 

  



 

 

  
 

  

 

THE LAUNCH OF MARS 
 

  

  

  

The IOE Confucius team are delighted to announce the creation of a 
brand new webpage which provides a single online platform of 
resources to support the development and growth of Mandarin as a 
school subject. 
 
Victor Wu, who managed the implementation of MARS explains why 



 

this resource has been created and how useful it is for the teaching 
community. 
 
As a former school teacher of Mandarin myself, a single online platform - 
stocking user-friendly, high-quality resources had very often been mentioned in 
the conversations I had with colleagues in the community. MARS was created 
in this context and represents the accumulation of efforts and creativity of the 
IOE CI team and outstanding teaching practitioners in the country. We are very 
proud of it and I hope you will find it as useful as I do" 
 
Victor Wu 
Teacher Training and Professional Development Coordinator 
UCL IOE Confucius Institute 

 

  

 

 

  
To find out more you can watch the short video above and visit our 
MARS resources homepage via the link below. 
  

  

Click here to access MARS Hompage 

 

  
 



   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

  

 

Pre U Training with Katharine Carruthers   
Session 1 - 25th November, 3pm - 5pm 
Session 2 - 2nd December, 3pm - 5pm 
  
An online training session, led by our CI Director Katharine Carruthers, to 
support those teachers teaching the Pre U examination. The focus will be 
across the whole exam, including all papers, and looking at maximising student 
potential to achieve the highest grades.  
 
Jueju 绝句 Teach-In with Professor Jonathan Stalling   
Early December - details will be released on e-forum 
An online session with Professor Stalling from the University of Oklahoma. For 
over twenty years ProfessorStalling has been working with schools in his state, 
to introduce pupils to classical Chinese culture via Tang Dynasty poetry, 

specifically through jueju (绝句). Over this time he has developed many free 
teaching resources, and has set up a poetry competition which, in collaboration 

with our CI, will be open to UK students for the first time.  It would be great to 
see entries from our CC students, so do join in if you can. 

  
Mandarin Upskilling Course led by Philippa Vallely 
 
The Mandarin Upskilling course for QTS teachers resumed again in September, 
with teachers in all 3 levels having completed their first sessions and now 
studying online before their next online workshops in November. It it is great to 
see teachers joining from so many CCs, if you are interested in learning more, 
and have a colleague who would be a good candidate, please read more 
here: Mandarin Upskilling Course 

 

  
 

 

  



 

UCL NEWS 
 

  

 

 
UCL Vice-Provost appointment 
  
Dame Hazel Genn, Professor of Socio-Legal Studies at UCL Laws and Director 
of the UCL Centre for Access to Justice, has been appointed as UCL Vice-
Provost (International & Advancement). This follows Dame Nicola Brewer’s 
decision to step down in September and shift to a non-executive career, after 
serving for over six years as Vice-Provost (International), and more recently 
supporting the Office of the Vice-Provost (Advancement). Dame Nicola played 
a key role in UCL’s development of its partnership with Peking University and 
was the Chair of the UCL-PKU Steering Group for our Confucius Institute; we 
shall miss her and would like to thank her very much for the support of the work 
of IOE CI. 

 

  
 

  

 

 
DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

SHARE IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER?   
 

SEND IT TO US VIA THE EMAIL ADDRESS BELOW. 
  

chinesenetworks@ucl.ac.uk 
 

 

Our mailing address is:  

 

IOE Confucius Institute for Schools 

UCL Institute of Education 

University College London 

20 Bedford Way, London 

WC1H 0AL 

UK  
 

 


