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Programme

My MEP Projects

Project: Chinese Diary
Series: Personal

/This is a fabulous Project in which you get to write about your life all in Chinese and \
practise your characters at the same time!

Don’t worry — it’s not as hard as you might think. Read the instructions on the next page to

help you.

By completing this Project you can earn 1 Badge. Remember to tick the box at the bottom
of every Task or Day you complete.

Go for /'t//




Read these notes carefully before you start your diary.

Write your name neatly on the lines under 4£.% (xingming = surname and name) on page 1.
Each of the six days has a different topic. Be sure to read the Guidance Notes and then the
example sentences at the top of each diary page. They will help you to write in good
Chinese! You don’t have to use every sentence from the examples, but you may use as
many as you like and can also add your own sentences if you want to.

c. Always add the day of the week and date at the top in Chinese.
Use your knowledge gained from the Project ‘Learning Chinese Through Technology’ to
help you look up any extra words you might want to use, or to see how they’re written.

e. HAVE FUN with this Project! Don’t worry about making every sentence 100% perfect. The
main thing is that you enjoy doing your diary entries and try to write neatly.

f. If you want to use your own paper and include pictures, you can, but you must hand all your
work in at the end.

Essential for any diary are days of the week and dates. Here’s a refresher:

2 #7— xingqi yi = Monday

Z 1 = xingqi ér = Tuesday

Z 1 = = Wednesday

Z #79 = Thursday

Z 1 A = Friday

Z #5< = Saturday

Z A8 xingqiri/ Z#4 X xingqi tian = Sunday

A yué (month) comes before H ri (day) when giving the date.
For example: \ J —+ 7L H =29 August

And finally ...

You will often see 4. y& used in the examples. It means ‘also’; it comes after
the subject and directly before the verb: % 4L &3k 2K %o

Careful not to use #= hé (and) unless you are connecting two nouns!

When you’re ready, turn over for Day 1!




F—R

Day 1 — Guidance Notes

Today’s topic is: A ojﬁlay inthe life

(your name)

You are going make a record of some of the different things you did today and at what time you did them.
If you have forgotten some of the exact times you did something, just guess the time as closely as you can.

Read the useful words and phrases below to help you, and use Pleco (app) or MDBG (online dictionary) to
check extra words if you want to. You do not need to mention school subjects as there will be a separate
diary entry for subjects.

[ Useful words and phrases ]

TIME WORDS
ROUTINE WORDS
Tip! 2 3 Y 2 =
Remember to put time words near the éﬁi qIChua_ng _ get up
start of a sentence before action words! F Kk chuan yifu = get dressed
# (1) goes before or straight after 4~ X "2 -F4& chi zdofan = eat breakfast
(today}. 7 L % shangxué = go to school

_E 3R shangke = start class

"4 4R chi wifan = eat lunch

72X 5 fangxué = finish school

= K huijia = go home

"L 4R chi wanfan = eat dinner
4 shangwt = morning, a.m. ﬁiﬁ;%k Zl\Jb ZL_J\Oyé N do homework
Eg. AF b4, # . #A YA, kan dianshi = watch TV

_E M shangwdng = go online
& & ting yinyue = listen to music

4~ X_jintian = today

= didn = o’clock

¥ ban = half (past)

4> fén = minute(s) past

= This morning | ...

T 4 xiawl = afternoon, p.m. 7%437 kansha = read
Eg. kX TH, KEE A& i shuijiao = go to bed (sleep)
.g. ,
Lo laichY =
= Yesterday afternoon, my dad... 7T 45 kaishi = to start
. ) Tip!
% b wanshang = evening, p.m. Time always goes ‘from big to small’ in Chinese, e.g.
E.g. /7\/1\5%)']: :ﬁ(‘ﬂ% ﬁ% starting with the month, then date, then a.m. or p.m.,
X _’ then hour, then minute
= This evening my brother ...




EXAMPLE SENTENCES - You can copy as many of the sentences as you like, BUT replace the underlined bits.
Remember, you don’t have to use every example sentence and you can add your own sentences too!

T—HA+—H EHE

th i
11*" of November Friday Tip!

You'll notice that ‘and’

AR, RELELK, FRIR, LETH9CFRo has often been put in

Todav. | 7 o’clock and ot d d: at 7:10 | ate breakf brackets. This means #=
oday, | got up at 7 o’clock and got dressed; at ate breakfast. has not been used. #= is

B o \J’_-a’— A “;}’-ﬂ"'ﬁbilﬁ‘% only used between

nouns.

At 7:40 | went to school (and) lessons began at 8:30.
Bt SRR, W EAEE R, 4
At 12:30 | ate lunch. At 4 o’clock | finished school (and) went home.

KA BT HEMAE L, S5 RCHLIR

At 5 o’clock | started doing (my) homework. At 6 o’clock | ate dinner.

e RAH, LW, FFR. KT 2B,

At 6:30 p.m., | read a book, went online (and) listened to music. | went to bed at 10 o’clock.

Date Day




[ 3% | Day 1 complete | |




BR

Day 2 — Guidance Notes % I
R 00 .

Today'’s topic is: .\gﬁ\

Think about how the weather has been today and write down details for this morning, afternoon and
evening. If you can’t remember any part of the day’s weather, just write what you think it was.

If it has been the same all day, you could also say how the weather wasn’t. For example: & X F 48, %
A .. (This afternoon was clear, there was no wind.)

Then check the weather forecast for tomorrow and write down details for morning, afternoon and
evening. You can add one of your own predictions as well to practise using another weather word! ©

Finally, see if you can find a forecast online for tomorrow’s weather in Beijing OR Shanghai OR Hong Kong.
Note down your findings as well (for the three parts of the day again).

But first, check the useful words and phrases. You may look up extra words.

[ Useful words and phrases J

4~ X_jintian = today % you xué or T & xia xué = snowy
Bl X mingtian = tomorrow A % ydu wu = foggy
A R, ybu féng = windy
k4 shangwl = morning, a.m. A KX da feng = strong winds, gale
T 4F xiawu = afternoon, p.m. B4 qing = clear
1% _E wanshang = evening, p.m. % = dud yun = cloudy
CITIES (f&)?4 (hén) I&ng = (quite) cold
4L 7% Bé&ijing (f/&)# (hén) ré = (quite) warm
& Shanghai A TR # bu léng b ré = mild
7 # Xianggang = Hong Kong JE % feichang = extremely
WEATHER WORDS X # méiydu = there isn’t, don’t have
A @ ybu yl or T /M xia yu = rainy E.g. X H @

T K@ xia da yu = raining heavily



EXAMPLE SENTENCES - You can copy as many of the sentences as you like, BUT replace the underlined bits.
Remember, you don’t have to use every example sentence and you can add your own sentences too!

+—A+wH ZH—

14t of November Monday

é\ﬁ—ti{—ﬁﬁéy /IfR;!?\o 'F_LT_%;%’ ‘/‘iﬁ‘:ﬁ(’

This morning was rainy (and) cold. In the afternoon it was cloudy, there was no rain.

i EAEE A, KA =

In the evening it was extremely cold, there were no clouds.

I R b g, ARA .

Tomorrow morning will be clear (and) cold.

THARR, TAER#K. mEZ =

In the afternoon there will be strong winds, and it will be mild. The evening will be cloudy.
LFrAREFZE, THFAE, WL,

In Beijing tomorrow morning it will be cloudy, in the afternoon it will be foggy and in the evening it will be
clear.

Date Day




[ 3% | Day 2 complete | |




# =K Day 3 — Guidance Notes

Today'’s topic is:

You’re going to write about your day at school today. You will refer to all the classes you had (both a.m.
and p.m.) and will also be able to compare subjects and say which are fun, interesting, difficult or easy for
you. If your subjects are not listed below, you can look them up in your textbook, a mobile app or online.

You haven’t studied how to compare things yet, but if you want to try in this diary entry, then you can see
below how to do it.

[ Useful words and grammar ]

SCHOOL SUBIJECTS
#F B kému = subject
3= X (+ R to mean class, lesson) yingwén (k&) = English class
¥ 3. zhongwén = Chinese
# % shuxué = maths
.32 dili = geography Chinese
Ji £ lishi = history
K H tiyu = PE

Comparisons in

Negative
comparisons

% & yinyué = music
% K méishu = art
#} 52 kéxué = science

ADJECTIVES

# nan = difficult

%% réngyi = easy

A A ydu qu = interesting
3 walido = boring

VERBS

E ... & shang...ké = have ...

class

Z 3% xithuan = like

Use kb (bi) to
compare two

things
(" N
Formula
X FL Y adjective.
. J
4 N

Eg. PHEILEEX

— = Chinais bigger

than the UK

OTHER
18 & danshi= but

Use XA (méiydu)
for negative

comparison:
-
Formula
X JX A Y adjective.
\

g
Eg. ¥ EHXAFXED,

the UK

-

China is not as small as

) yinweéi = because

EXAMPLE ENTRY — You can copy the sentences to help you BUT replace the underlined bits.



Remember, you don’t have to use every example sentence and you can add your own sentences too!

T—AtTAH EH=

15t of November Tuesday

RAERARSZ R LA RA I X RA3IL IR,

| had lots of lessons today. In the morning | had history and geography classes.

R A, 1220 S ITE, HIZR LI,

History is interesting, but history is harder than geography. Geography is boring.

THRHREXLRFHKFIR, KERMF, BARFRAAR,
In the afternoon | had English and maths lessons. | like maths because it’s interesting.
MRMFEAFELED . AFAELE, RAERAZE,

But maths isn’t as easy as English. Science is harder than English, | don’t like science.

Date Day




[ 3% | Day 3 complete | |




% VYR Day 4 — Guidance Notes

Hobbies
ond sporty

Today’s topic is:
e *';:OO.

In this entry you will list which of your hobbies you managed to do today? You will also mention what
exercise you did. If you didn’t do any hobbies or exercise you can say so, but then you should still say which
ones you like.

You will also say which sports you can (or can’t) play and what your favourite sport is. Look up any words
you need if they’re not in the list below.

[ Useful words and grammar ]

HOBBIES

% 4F aihao = hobby SPORTS

& 45 kan shi = reading i1Z 7] yundong = exercise, sport, do sport
T4 & ting yinyué = listening to music $,%F pdobu = running

# .4 kan dianshi = watching TV

& ¥ % kan dianying = watching films
% A % mai dongxi = shopping

L)L i@ 5 2%, wanr diannao youxi

= play video games

% # )L hua huar = painting, drawing
BEFE tidowl = dancing

FLILE AR wanr hudban
= skateboarding

How to say ‘my favourite sport’ in Chinese

# UK youyong = swimming
#% ¥ sanbu = walking

A 3K z0qid = football

% 2R 1anqiu = basketball

M 2K wangqiu = tennis
AL 2K g&nldnqid = rugby

VERBS

# t1 = kick, play (football)

17 d3 = hit, play (most ball games)
42 hui= can

XA méiydu = did not

# zul means ‘most’, and to say ‘favourite sport’, use this formula:

Subject (e.g. #a=he) + & + &K + #9 + i53) + £ + type of sport.

For example, ‘My favourite sport (or exercise) is football’ would be #% & &3k #9i2 5) & &
#K . Can you translate this one? %t & & 3K 49 1& 5 & #5 7K o

Answer:




EXAMPLE SENTENCES — You may copy sentences to help you BUT replace some parts.
Remember, you don’t have to use every example sentence and you can add your own sentences too!

T—HA+7H EH=

16" of November Wednesday

KAREFAES. LR, FILE TR,

This morning | did some reading, had classes and played video games.

RERAEP, ABAECAA A,

| like reading, reading is more interesting than watching TV.

THRERTFR, ZRELXABH, RASREAEF,

In the afternoon | did some shopping. | didn’t exercise today.

KA, LRITAR, EFR2TEH. ARERWEFHRAY .

| can play football and tennis. | can’t play basketball. My favourite exercise is running.

Date Day




[ 3% | Day 4 complete | |




% TR Day 5 — Guidance Notes

Todav’s topic i Music: So- muchv
oaay s topic is: 5

y=rop movies ands & OO ol stutf!
books

Today you are going to write about your favourite bands, music artists, film stars, films, books and authors.

[ Useful words and grammar ]

sk

Ik £ géxing = singer, pop star

%, % B £ dianying mingxing = film star
& PN yuédui= (music) band

Y& K zudjia = author

& % hén dud = lots of, a lot of, many

Be sure to use & zui again for favourite (see Day 5 for how to use it)!

EXAMPLE SENTENCES — You can copy the sentences to help you BUT replace the underlined bits.
Remember, you don’t have to use every example sentence and you can add your own sentences too!

T—HA+kH 2w

17t of November Thursday

~ += 3 >~ 2 X ] )=
HARERTTF R KR ERAIIKE A Beyonces,
| really like listening to music. My favourite pop star (or singer) is Beyonce.

KALERKIE S RPN, &E3K Coldplay ## Maroon 5.

| also like lots of bands; | like Coldplay and Maroon 5.

K E K A9 P Z 2 Emma Watson. 4% 3 1~-& 3K Leonardo DiCaprio.
My favourite movie star is Emma Watson. My least favourite is Leonardo DiCaprio.

KR E R 8L 7 A£ The BFG,

My favourite film is The BFG.

KARKS P, KKEKE$ A Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.

| read a lot of books. My favourite book is Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.
A IR SR 491 K& JK. Rowling,

My favourite author is J.K. Rowling.




Date Day

[ 3% | Day5 complete | |




LAV

Day 6 — Guidance Notes
Today’s topic is: What I ate
and drank & ©

Record some of the foods and drinks you have had. Try to mention something for all three meals of the day
(see glossary below). If you say more than one dish for a meal, use #= (hé = and) between the last two. Use
4, yé to say ‘also’, putting it after the subject and before the verb.

You DO NOT NEED to give the exact names of dishes. For example, if you had toast with jam, it is enough
to just write @ &, (bread). If you had spaghetti bolognaise, you can write # % or just % . Spaghetti and
vegetables could be @#=3 or @ . 3. For any fruit you have, just put 7K % (fruit).

OR, try using Pleco or MDBG to find more precise words for dishes.

[ Useful words and phrases ]

4~ X jintian = today

7R zaofan = breakfast
& wufan = lunch

1% 7% wanfan = dinner

"¢ chi = eat

) €, mianbao = bread

% & ¢, kdo mianbao = toast
A & jidan = egg

K X shuigud = fruit

XK K yumipian = cornflakes
K AR mifan = rice

' mian = noodles

3 cai = vegetables, greens

FL i 15t bisabing = pizza

2 A nidrou = beef

& 7] jirdu = chicken

JK I #K bingqilin = ice cream

"5 hé = to drink

K shui = water

Kt gudzhi = fruit juice
Z% cha = tea

25 nidndi = milk

%7K qishul = fizzy drink

4%¥7Z hao chi = tasty (food)
475 hdo hé = tasty (drink)
4L / °5 bu hdo chi/ hé = bad-tasting

Tips!

1. Never use 7 shi with ¥¥°Z or ¥7"5 because they are adjectives and & HATES adjectives!

2. Try using the measure word #+ béi for ‘a cup of’ or &t wan for ‘a bowl of’.
E.g.. —B 2K R (a bowl of cornflakes), —#+% (a cup of tea)

4




EXAMPLE SENTENCES - You can copy as many of the sentences as you like, BUT replace the underlined bits.
Remember, you don’t have to use every example sentence and you can add your own sentences too!

+—A+=8 Z <

12" of November Saturday Tip!

You’re going to need T

FRELET —mEKA . REKRLELA, © to create the past
tense here. 7 shows
For breakfast | ate a bow! of cornflakes. | like cornflakes. that an action has been

’fy(/ﬂ'b“f% T — o completed. It goes

| also drank a cup of tea straight after a verb: #&
' £T¥£H. =lwentto

FHRARCT B AFE, RIFrL. BT R, the USA.
For lunch | had chicken and vegetables, it was yummy. | drank some juice. 7
IRARIC T RRESE, BT Ko

For dinner | had pizza and drank water.

Date Day




[ 3% | Day 6 complete | |




Your Achievements
Congratulations on completing 1 MEP Project!

e If you completed all six days, then you deserve much praise as it requires great skill
to write so many characters in Chinese.

e Now that you’ve had some practice, why not get yourself your own notebook or
diary that you can write some daily ‘Chinese thoughts’ in to continue using your
excellent skills?

Final Fun Challenge
Can you work out or look up what the word below could mean?

Answer:

If your teacher signs you off,
you will collect 1 Badge!




