Level:

Project: The Land That Is China
Series: Geography
Name: ____________________

Choose this project as it will give you a real feeling for the varied geography of China.
You will also be surprised at how much Chinese you will have learned by the end of this. The
names for China’s different provinces are really interesting as you’ll find out.
And of course, it’s fun as well!

Go for it!

1. The lay of the land
Follow the link below to the film about the geography of China. Watch it and answer the questions
after it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6IrkUvJxio
a) Two major geographic reasons are mentioned for why China had very little contact with ‘outsiders’.
What are they?
b) What is the name of the first natural barrier talked about?
c) Why might a plateau be difficult to cross?
d) What are the second two natural barriers mentioned?
e) What is the natural barrier to the East?
f) How many of the three natural barriers (not including the ocean) did you get right in the aerial view
quiz?
g) What does the fact there is snow on some of the mountains tell you about those mountains?
h) What positive and negative effects on China did the natural barriers have?

i) Can you think of any other effects the natural barriers might have had, positive or negative?

j) What are China’s two main rivers called?
k) Look up the characters for these two rivers and write them down here along with the pinyin.

You may notice that the character for ‘river’ is different in these two names. That is because there
is more than one way to say ‘river’ in Chinese. Please note that the presenter in the video
pronounces ‘he’ incorrectly! It should be pronounced like 和 hé.

l) Why could it be both dangerous and beneficial to live by the Huang River?

m) What is the name of the yellow soil that is deposited on the land during a flood?

Task 1 complete

2. Terrain
Now look up the Chinese words for the following English words that came up in the video
English

Characters

Pinyin

Mountain
Desert
Plateau
Ocean
Flood

Task 2 complete
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3. Mapping
a) Using coloured pencils or pens, draw the natural barriers, ocean, the Yangtze River and the Yellow River
onto the map below. Label them in English and Chinese if you managed to look them up in Task 1. You may
look up extra characters if you wish.

Task 3 complete
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4. The four directions
The four directions are very useful to know in Chinese. They are 东 dōng,西 xī,南 nán, and 北 běi. Look
each one up, then complete the table on the next page by adding the English. Finally, have a go at writing
them in the spare boxes.

汉子

拼音

东

dōng

西

xī

南

nán

北

běi

English

Adding a compass
Now that you’ve completed this grid, go back to the map on page 2 and add a compass in one of the
corners. But instead of writing N, S, E and W as the four directions, use the Chinese characters.
Task 4 complete

5. Let’s combine directions!
Sometimes we need to be a bit more specific than just ‘west’, ‘east’ or ‘south’. What about if we want to
say ‘north western’ or ‘south easterly’? Well, there’s a very simple formula for this: Just think of the
English word and then swap the order of directions in Chinese.
So if you want to say southwest, you just say ‘west south’ or 西南 xī nán in Chinese. Can you flip the
following words around to give the English meaning:
东南 = ______________________

东北 = ______________________

西北 = ______________________

西南 = ______________________

Task 5 complete
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6. Chinese geography
Now that you have looked up the words for mountain, desert and ocean, use the following sentence
pattern to say which parts of China these are found in, north, south, east or west. The first one has been
done for you. Note: 部 bù means ‘part’, e.g. ‘the eastern part’. It comes after the direction word.

a) 中国西部有山。 = (In) China’s Western part there are mountains.
b)
c)

Task 6 complete

7. China’s provinces
China has 22 provinces (23 if you choose to include Taiwan), a bit like counties in the UK, only a lot
bigger in most cases. They are known as 省 shěng. A lot of them have names that are taken directly
from nature. For example, the province of Shandong has the characters, 山东 shān dōng, and can be
translated as ‘East of the mountains’. The full title would be 山东省 (Shandong Province).
On the next page you will see a map in Chinese of the provinces. Below that is a glossary of some of the
nature characters used in provinces’ names.
Look closely at the province names on the map and see how many you can find that you can work out
the meaning of. There is a grid on the next page for you to complete.
Glossary

东 dōng = east
西 xī = west
南 nán = south
北 běi = north
河 hé = river
江 jiāng = river
川 chuān
湖 hú = lake

海 hǎi = sea, ocean
云 yún = cloud(s)
青 qīng = green / blue
山 shān = mountain(s)
陕 shǎn = mountain pass
黑 hēi = black
龙 lóng = dragon
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Tip: in some provinces the characters appear in vertical order (top to bottom) rather than horizontal.

Province name in
characters

Pinyin and English spelling

e.g. 山东

shān dōng / Shandong
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English translation (literal meaning)
East of the mountains

Note down how many you managed to find: _____
Task 7 complete

8. Climate and weather
To be very general, eastern China is humid (wet), while the west is drier. In reality, there are many
differences within these blocks. For now, it is enough to remember that the southeast is the most humid
area, while the northwest is the driest. First, look up and add the English meanings for these weatherrelated words:

云 yún ______
雾 wù ______

雨 yǔ ______

晴 qīng ______
雪 xuě ______

风 fēng ______

Here are some extra words you’re going to find very useful for the next two activities. You don’t have to
learn them properly, just use them for this task. It might look advanced, but the good thing is that you will
be making sense of a live Chinese weather forecast in a few minutes!
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转 zhuǎn = change, turn into, becoming (e.g. clear weather turning to cloudy)
小雪 xiǎo xuě = light snow
微风 wēi fēng = gentle (or slight) breeze
东南风 dōng nán fēng = south easterly wind
小雨 xiǎo yǔ = light rain
大雨 dà yǔ = heavy rain
阵雨 zhèn yǔ = light shower
多云 duō yún = cloudy
霾 mái = hazy
阴 yīn = overcast
Read the example of weather in Paris, then using the glossary above, try translating the description of
weather in London.
Clue: if there is wind involved, often one or more directions are given as well to show where the wind is
coming from.
(Paris) 晴转多云，北风 = clear turning to cloudy, north (or northerly) wind
(London) 小雪转阵雨，西北风 = ________________turning to_______________________

Task 8 complete
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9. Weather in China
This is amazing: you are about to check the weather for China on an all-Chinese website!
Go to:

http://www.weather.com.cn/static/html/weather.shtml
Hover over a province you looked at earlier and a mini forecast box will appear. Ignore the red writing and
look at the black writing immediately beneath it. Copy the province name below, write out any of the
weather forecast that you can work out with the glossary above, including the wind. Don’t worry about any
numbers after the wind; they simply show the strength of the wind.
Do this for four provinces in different regions of China, e.g. one far north, one far south etc.
Province name in
Chinese

Weather details in Chinese

English translation

Don’t worry if you only understand bits, just write down whatever you can in the grid below.
Task 9 complete
10. China’s neighbours
China has the longest land border (border that does not include the sea) of any country in the world,
totalling over 22,000 kilometres. It shares this border with a good number of other countries. Find a map of
Asia online or in an atlas and look carefully at what those countries could be. How many can you find, and
what are they?
Number: _____
Country names:
Task 10 complete
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11. Gosh, it’s gorgeous! (Optional task)
Look at the two pictures below of 1) Guilin karst formations, and 2) Huangshan, 黄山. These are examples
of some of the unique geological phenomena found in China. Thinking of the future, do a couple of
internet searches on both and tick the box next to the one you would like to visit first. State one reason.
While we’re at it, what do the characters for Huangshan 黄山 mean literally? _____________________
1. The ‘karst’ formations at Guilin

Reason: ___________________________________

2. Huangshan 黄山 (Yellow Mountains)

Reason: __________________________

Task 11 complete
10

Your Achievements
Congratulations on completing 1 MEP Project!
 You now know more about a whole range of geographical topics, ranging from
China’s natural barriers and two main rivers, to the number of Chinese provinces and
what some of their names mean.
 With the help of a glossary (or maybe without!?) You can check the weather forecast
for a particular province purely in Chinese! Wow!
 You have realised that despite its natural barriers, China actually shares a border with
a surprisingly high number of other countries.
 You might also have built up an appetite for travel.

List three places in China you want to visit most:
1. _________________________________________
2. _________________________________________
3. _________________________________________
Now that you have explored the meanings of some of the provinces’ names, check out this
fascinating web page about the origin of each name:

http://www.thatsmags.com/china/post/7487/explained-how-every-chineseprovince-got-its-name

If your teacher signs you off,
you will collect 1 Badge!
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