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Workshop Outcomes

• To understand the reasons why I came to change my scheme of 
work for year 7.

• To understand the changes I made and why I made them.

• To see and critique (because there will be criticism!) the new 
North Gosforth Academy scheme of work centred around a 
Youtube web series.



What do you do at the moment?

• In very broad terms I would like you to share with your group 
what you do in the first year of Chinese learning with your 
classes.

1. Do you follow a textbook, if so which one?

2. What topics do you cover?

3. What expectations do you have on written versus spoken 
Chinese?

4. What does the ideal end of year 7 student look like, having 
learned your subject for a year?



Why this, why now?

OFSTED’S BIG QUESTION FOR ALL TEACHERS

This, I feel, is a very important question to ask, for all teachers of 
all subjects.

Why are your learners studying THAT at the moment?



What I was doing…



What I was doing…
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你好
你好

你好吗？
我很好
谢谢

你呢？
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What I was doing…

你的爱好是什么？
看书看书看书
你的爱好是什么？
看书看书看书
我喜欢
我不喜欢
喜欢，不喜欢，喜欢，不喜欢，
你的爱好是什么？
我喜欢看书。



What I was doing…



The impact on year 8

DIFFERENTIATION GAP!



My motivation to change things…

I wanted to avoid the current situation I had in year 8.

I wanted my students to start talking about their Chinese lessons 
in a more positive way.

I wanted my students to be excited about coming to my lessons.

I wanted learners who actually had a ‘thirst’ for learning Chinese.
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The changes I made…

1. Change the image in my head of my ideal end of year 7 learner:

From someone who can write this:

你好，我叫James，我喜欢踢⾜球，但是我不喜欢买东⻄。

To someone who looks like this:



The changes I made…

2. Change my expectations of written and spoken Chinese:

Much larger focus on making writing manageable for the majority.

Much larger focus on making speaking personalized.



The changes I made…

3. Teach topics that are engaging for an 11 year old:

Allow students to talk about topics they might be excited about.

Allow them some freedom in vocabulary choices.

Use something beyond the textbook/my own passion to engage 
them.



My Eureka moment!
Who is telling you what you have to teach your students in year 7?

The National Curriculum certainly isn’t!

So just teach them whatever you and they are going to find most 
interesting together.
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Before I tell you about my new SOW…

Think about the following questions:

1. What is an 11 year old actually interested in?

2. What do you think they are capable of mastering in their first 
year?

3. What other resources do you have that you could use in your 
lesson?



My new scheme of work

• First half term – culture (no language at all)

• Second half term – pinyin, radicals, numbers, characters (but 
only for character structure e.g. 木 林 森)

• Spring term – Youtube series – The Big Boss (班⻓⼤⼈) –
personality, family and friends.

• Spring/Summer term – Calligraphy, colours, clothes

• Summer Term – My next birthday party



First half term - culture

We explicitly teach – Chinese leaders from history, dynasties, 
Chinese sports, famous monuments from around China, Chinese 
music and food.

Students then present on a topic that interests them.

This is contextual to my own school, it might not be necessary 
everywhere.
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Second half term - foundation

This is really designed to be manageable to help boost confidence.

Pinyin is challenging for some students, but we can have a lot of 
fun with it. (Tongue twisters, tone games and songs)

Only radicals that have clear and easy-to-remember meanings.

Characters that are complex but easy to remember to help build 
confidence. E.g 森, 灿, 燊 but specifically not 我，你，名字
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Spring and summer term – topics I 
enjoy teaching.
I really enjoy teaching colours and clothes. I also think that the 
students enjoy talking about it.

The birthday party topic is an idea I had for a end of year project 
that will include:

• Dates

• Games/Sports

• Party food

But the vocabulary will be largely directed by the students and 
will most likely therefore be in pinyin.
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THE BIG BOSS – what made me 
choose it
I have always wanted to use a TV show or film as the basis for a 
series of lessons.

HERO – too artsy!

PAPA – Chinese not quite right

THE BIG BOSS (班⻓⼤⼈) – relatable school kids, funny, fantasy, 
clear easily identifiable characters, badly-behaved female 
protagonist



THE BIG BOSS – what is it about?

The story revolves around two students.

Ye Muxi is a lazy student who has lived her entire school life 
under the control of…

Liao Danyi, a hardworking, mature, well behaved class monitor.

However, when they leave middle school and go to high school 
they end up in the same class again and this time Ye Muxi wins 
the election for class monitor. Chaos ensues!









I didn’t get it right first time…



Slow progress – but who cares?!

1. What criticisms would you have of this SOW?

2. What might you see as the benefits?

3. Do you do anything similar to this in your own SOW?

4. If you wanted to do something similar, what do you think 
would stop you?



Why this, why now?

OFSTED’S BIG QUESTION FOR ALL TEACHERS

Why are you studying school in the spring/summer term after you 
do hobbies and sports?

Why do you study food in the summer term?



Food for thought and get in touch if you want to get 
involved

Some ideas I have had for the future are:
• Doing a module on world languages before starting to study Chinese, so that 

the students become more aware of world language before they start studying 
a specific one.

• Reading a book in Chinese, preferably a well-known book to English students 
that is in simplified Chinese.

• Using manga in the Chinese classroom.

• Engaging students in social media, either on TikTok, Instagram or Youtube to 
keep them curious about China when they are not in your lessons.

If you have ideas along these lines or would like to share more email 
me: finlay.davidson@northgosforth.co.uk



Final thoughts…

GO FOR IT (in manageable amounts)

FIND OTHERS WILLING TO COLLABORATE

QUESTION THE PURPOSE OF YOUR YEAR 7 CURRICULUM

THINK ABOUT WHAT YOUR STUDENTS MOST WANT TO BE 
ABLE TO SAY…AND TEACH THEM THAT!



Thank you…

Any questions?

finlay.davidson@northgosforth.co.uk
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