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The least efficient homework I found with 
my students

1. Copy Chinese characters according to stroke orders

2. Translate from English into Chinese or vice versa

3. Reading/listening/grammar exercises

4. *Writing a short essay or a paragraph



How should we teach?
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Lesson hours for Mandarin in the secondary 
schools in the UK

Å1 - 2 hours per week in KS3

Å2 - 3 hours per week in KS4

Å5 - 6 hours per week in KS5



My current school: limited learning time in 
class
ÅNon-ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ōƻȅǎΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ
ÅClass size: 28-32
ÅIT facilities: require update

Challenges for teachers:
ÅBehaviourmanagement
ÅShort attention span
ÅHomework problem
ÅLack of motivation



Ideal language homework

ÅHave a balance in the 4 skillsςlistening, speaking, reading and 
writing.

ÅDifferentiated tasks

ÅActive learning

ÅOpportunities for students to show their creativity
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My plan

Attract 
interests

Encourage 
lower 
achievers

Find 
role 
models

Form 
habits

Train 
skills

Shape the 
culture



Mandarin  Homework Menu 



Year 8 ðIn the Restaurant



Year 8 ðWeather



Year 8 ðFamily



Group work 

Design a homework menu for one of the following GCSE 
topics:

üEnvironment

üPoverty/homelessness

üCharity/voluntary work



Studentsõ work








