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Thinking Globally



An overview of the US system (K-12)

k-12 Basic Education and 3 Tracks
Imelda C Grado (2016)



Utah Dual Language 
Immersion (2017)



Utah Dual Language 
Immersion (2017)



The Chinese Flagship Program
The goal……

Develop a national programme that ensures professional proficiency in languages at undergraduate level.

How is this achieved……

• Through a ‘national movement’ of teaching centres (led by universities)

• Centres delivering this model are seen as ‘innovators’.

• The model is “pushed down” to motivated students in elementary, middle, and high schools

that use national models of articulated curricula.

• Students enter college with an established and measurable skill in a second language. 

Chinese was one of 4 original languages chosen in 2002, and is now delivered by 11 centres.



STARTALK
Mission: to increase the number of 
U.S. citizens learning, speaking, and 
teaching critical need foreign 
languages. STARTALK offers students 
(K–16) and teachers of these 
languages creative and engaging 
summer experiences that strive to 
exemplify best practices in language 
education and in language teacher 
development. 



STARTALK is guided by six Principles for Effective 
Teaching & Learning and has three main objectives:
• To increase the number of students enrolled in 

the study of critical-need languages
• To increase the number of highly effective 

critical-language teachers in the U.S.
• To increase the number of highly effective 

materials and curricula available to teachers and 
students of these critical-need languages

Through the accomplishment of these objectives, it is believed that 
the U.S. will be better equipped not only to improve its international 
relations, but also to solidify its national security and global economic 
competitiveness in the years ahead.



FLES - Foreign Language in Elementary School Program 

1. FLES – Foreign Language Elementart School programs

Students learn a second language as a regular schools subject.

2. FLEX – Foreign Language Exploratory programs

Students are exposed to other languages and cultures in general.

3. Immersion

Students study regular schools subjects in the second language.




