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2017 Exams results – the national picture

• 3,672 GCSE entries in total across all schools

• 69% A* to A Grade 

• 93% A* to C Grade 

• 36 Schools delivering Pre-U Principal Subject

• 14 Schools delivering the Pre-U Short Course





5,000 speakers of Mandarin on their way to a high level of fluency by 2020

There are currently more than 1,400 pupils in Y7 & Y8 on the programme

37 schools in 2017/18, rising to more than 60 in 2018/19

Y8 Intensive language learning in China in June 2018



201820172016



MEP Hurdle test results 2017

382 MEP Students sat hurdle tests in 14 schools

Reading Listening Writing Speaking Total

Grand Total (Average) 91% 84% 83% 81% 85%



End of Year Tests

Listening 

and reading
Writing

Speaking



On 6th December 2017, 
over 100 pupils enjoyed 
some intensive learning 
at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 
(FCO).



“It can be challenging remembering 
all of the characters but I find 

getting the chance to learn Chinese 
very enjoyable.”

“要记住所有汉字太难了，但是能
有学习汉语的机会太值得了。”

“When I’m an adult, Chinese will be 

very useful if I want to work in China 

due to its industries so that’s why I 

wanted to learn it to a high level.”

“我长大后，汉语会很有用，因为
中国各方面都很强大。所以我要达

到很高的汉语水平。”

“The extra lessons mean they can see 

the progress that they are making. I 

can too – it’s really impressive.”

“更多的汉语学习时间让学生自己看
到自己的成长和进步。我也享受这一

过程。感觉太棒了”

“Teaching the Mandarin Excellence 

Programme class has been the 

highlight of my teaching career so 

far.”

“汉语倍优项目是我教学生涯的亮
点。”



The Chinese Observatory – A longitudinal study

– to provide an informed understanding of the teaching of Mandarin 

Chinese in schools in England;

– to investigate perspectives of the needs and benefits of Mandarin 

learning in schools;

– to provide evidence of cognitive and cross curricular benefits of 

learning Chinese; 

– to analyse and disseminate successful and effective initiatives in 

the teaching and learning of Mandarin Chinese.



• Phase 1: A small pilot sample of schools in 2018, developing 

the model and methodology for future phases.

• Phase 2: widening the scale of the data capture to schools in 

England.

• Future phases: the data capture can be applied to the rest 

of the UK and ultimately to other Anglophone countries.



Pilot survey: data capture

121

Teacher Data Qualifications, native/non native speakers.

Pupil Data Pupil numbers, pupil progress, retention, qualifications 
achieved, impact &  benefits for pupils studying 
Chinese vs Maths, Science & English, participation of 
disadvantaged pupils.

Teaching Methodology Textbooks used, hours taught, age of learners.

School Data Numbers of language learners, 
benefits/challenges/solutions of teaching Chinese, 
sustainability.
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Cross-Curriculum Benefits of Learning Mandarin Chinese 

• A growing number of studies start to acknowledge that proficiency in multiple 

languages can help improve school pupils’ general academic performance in a 

variety of content areas including Literacy (e.g.: Lindholm-Leary, 2014), Math, 

and Science. (e.g.: Steele et al, 2017).

• In general, preliminary analyses show that there can be cognitive improvement 

in the short term with second-language learning, particularly amongst school-

age children….. The Mandarin Excellence Programme, led by the IOE, is an 

excellent opportunity to investigate this topic further.

--- Interrogating the evidence on the benefits of language learning

Professor Li Wei, UCL Institute of Education



100% of headteachers said that their students studying Chinese on 
curriculum are generally achieving above average age related expectations 
in English, Maths and Science.

Subject (GCSE)
% of GCSE Grade 5 & Above

Pupils studying Chinese Pupils not studying Chinese
English Language 89% 72%

English Literature 92% 73%
Maths 87% 61%

Pilot survey: Cross Curriculum Benefits



Pilot survey: Cognitive benefits
Strongly 

agree

Agree Neither agree 

nor disagree

Disagree Strongly 

disagree

Pupils studying Chinese demonstrate 

strong/improved skills in other 

languages compared to their peers 

who do not study Chinese 

50.00% 12.50% 25.00% 12.50% 0%

Pupils studying Chinese demonstrate 

higher cultural awareness compared 

to their peers who do not study 

Chinese

62.50% 25.00% 12.50% 0.00% 0%

Pupils studying Chinese demonstrate 

better memory compared to their 

peers who do not study Chinese

0.00% 75.00% 37.50% 0.00% 0%

Pupils studying Chinese demonstrate 

better multitasking skills compared 

to their peers who do not study 

Chinese

12.50% 50.00% 37.50% 0.00% 0%



Pilot survey: Benefits of providing Mandarin Chinese in schools

“Furthers the ethos and aim of 

developing global citizens who will be 

employable and have an outward 

looking internationalist 

view if the world.”

“It requires a different set of skills 

from those required by European 

MFL and the pupils enjoy that 

challenge.”

“Learning Mandarin Chinese has 

helped our students to understand 

the importance of internationalism 

and learning other languages. 

Mandarin has, improved the status of 

language learning in the school.”



“This is a much-needed work, as it puts 
the spotlight firmly on the teaching of 
Chinese in the school context. All 
colleagues involved in this area will find 
it a fascinating, informative read with 
the potential to promote the subject 
more widely and to enhance practice in 
meaningful ways”.

Dr Colin Christie, Lecturer in Languages 
in Education and subject leader for the 
PGCE Languages course, UCL Institute of 
Education
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