2016-2017 Programme
The RZSS Beyond the Panda educational programme is designed for cross curricular
learning where pupils investigate and discover more about China, its culture,
language, geography, giant pandas and other Chinese wildlife. The materials include
elements from Key Stages 1 & 2 National Curriculum for science, numeracy,
geography, history and language. For Key Stages 3, 4 & 5 there is an Endangered
Species board game and foreign language package.
Outreach sessions workshops led by a RZSS Education Officer.

English Curriculum

2016-2017 Programme

China Mobile Library a ’panda box’ with RZSS games, jigsaws and activities is
available for short term loan within a teacher training and outreach package. In
addition there is the opportunity to purchase some of the interactive resources.

Teacher training workshops are available on the use of resources.
Pambassador Class Awards If any class wishes to progress further with the Beyond
the Panda Programme, we offer a Pambassador Awards Scheme. Classes can work
on projects to gain awards at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels.
Costs start at £120. Each additional session, on the same day, at the same school,
only costs an extra £20.

Years 1 and 2

Big & Small
大和小

Age Suitability: Years 1 and 2 (Key Stage 1)
Duration of lesson: 1 hour
Maximum Class size: 30
Interactive workstations investigating both the giant and the red pandas along with
some other Chinese wildlife. Includes simple classification of mammals, birds,
reptiles, amphibians and fish by body covering.

Lesson outcomes:
• to learn about size and measurement
• to know the lifecycle of the giant panda
• to recognise some typical characteristics of both the giant and red pandas
• to recognise the Chinese characters for big and small

NC: Key Stage 1 – English: Spoken Language
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating,
hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

NC: Key Stage 1 - Science
• identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians,
reptiles, birds and mammals
• identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other
• notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults

Years 3 to 6

Endangered Species Age Suitability: Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 (Key Stage 2)

濒危物种

Duration of lesson: 1 hour
Maximum Class size: 30
A mixture of whole class interactive activities and workstations looking at habitats,
threats and solutions. Includes investigating skulls and other artefacts. Threats
covered include habitat loss, pollution, over-hunting and climate change.

Lesson outcomes:
• to know and understand some of the threats animals face in the wild today

• to explore the ways in which we can contribute to conserving our world and its
wildlife
• to learn and recognise some Chinese characters

NC: Key Stage 2 - Science
• recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose
dangers to living things
• recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways
NC: Key Stage 2 - Foreign Language
• explore the patterns and sounds of language and link the spelling, sound and
meaning of words
• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing
NC: Key Stage 2 - Geography
• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and
describe features studied

Years 3 to 6
The Giant Panda
大熊猫

Age Suitability: Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 (Key Stage 2)
Duration of lesson: 1 hour
Maximum Class size: 30
Interactive workstations on the lifecycle, diet, habitat and conservation of the giant
panda. This session also includes an introduction to classification using skulls and
skins from other Chinese animals.

Lesson outcomes:
• to know and understand the lifecycle, diet and habitat of the giant panda
• to learn about the conservation work of RZSS
• to appreciate the diversity of wildlife in China
• to identify the five vertebrate groups through investigating skulls and skins
• to learn and recognise some common Chinese characters and Mandarin phrases

NC: Key Stage 2 - Science
• identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of
nutrition, and that they cannot make their own food; they get nutrition from
what they eat
• identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for
support, protection and movement
• describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common
observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including
micro-organisms, plants and animals
• give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics
• describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals
NC: Key Stage 2 - Foreign Language
• explore the patterns and sounds of language and link the spelling, sound and
meaning of words
• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

Years 4 to 6
China Mobile Library Age Suitability: Years 4, 5 and 6 (Key Stage 2)
中国移动图书馆

The panda box contains jigsaws and games to investigate the geography of China and
the giant panda’s history, biology and conservation as well as an introduction to
some Chinese characters.

The package includes
a ‘panda box’
available on a short
term loan, teacher
training and the giant
panda outreach
session.
Usually operates with
a cluster of 3 schools
in one area.

Lesson outcomes:

• to know and understand the lifecycle, diet and habitat of the giant panda
• to learn about the conservation work of RZSS
• to learn about the giant panda’s history
• to identify parts of the bamboo plant
• to recognise both habitat and regional maps of China

• to learn and recognise some common Chinese characters and Mandarin phrases

NC: Key Stage 2 - Science
• identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: roots,
stem/trunk, leaves and flowers
• describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals
• recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose
dangers to living things
NC: Key Stages 2 - Geography
• describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers and mountains
NC: Key Stages 1 & 2 - History
• learn about significant historical events, people and places
NC: Key Stage 2 - Foreign Language
• explore the patterns and sounds of language and link the spelling, sound and
meaning of words
• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

Years 7 to 13
Endangered Species Age Suitability: Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 (Key Stages 3 & 4) and those studying
濒危物种
Chinese language in Years 12 and 13 (Key stage 5). This package includes a teacher
[A Language Case Study]

training session, the purchase of a RZSS Chinese Endangered Game and a language
case study pack.
Depending on location, the teacher training session may be delivered at the school
or via video or online. Alternatively sessions can be arranged at RZSS Highland
Wildlife Park and RZSS Edinburgh Zoo.
Package includes:
Chinese Endangered Species game board
Playing cards, playing pieces, dice & counters
USB stick containing language case study pack, photos & resources
Teacher training session (~1 hour)

Costs:
£125 with the training session delivered by video or online; p&p for game included.
£150 with the training session delivered at your school (available in Central Scotland)
For sessions at RZSS Highland Wildlife Park or RZSS Edinburgh Zoo, please enquire.
Chinese Endangered Species Game:
The unique RZSS Endangered Species game is based around four Chinese animals and
uses the Mandarin translations to investigate some common Chinese vocabulary. For
example, the Amur tiger 东北虎 dōngběi hǔ, literally means northeast tiger and one
of the challenges encourages the students to think of other related Mandarin words,
for example north, south, east, west, southeast etc. In addition, students can learn
more about environmental issues such as habitat loss, pollution, over-hunting and
climate change.
The case study provides a challenge for students to translate RZSS interpretation,
education materials and a press release providing real life situations for their
language skills. A glossary of scientific terms is provided in Mandarin.
Translations can be sent to RZSS and if, on occasion, we were to use any student’s
work, full credit will be given to the school and student.
NC: Key Stage 3 & 4 - Foreign Language
• develop and use a wide-ranging and deepening vocabulary that goes beyond their
immediate needs and interests, allowing them to give and justify opinions and
take part in discussion about wider issues
• identify and use tenses or other structures which convey the present, past and
future as appropriate to the language being studied

Awards
Pambassador Award Age Suitability: Years 4 to 11
熊猫大使奖
Classes or groups can gain Pambassador Awards at either bronze, silver or gold level.
The school will receive a Pambassador Pennant and each pupil will receive a ‘Beyond
the Panda’ pin badge. If pupils have already earned a pin badge from a previous
year’s award, alternative gifts will be presented.
Applications for Awards can be received at any time during the school year on
completion of all the criteria within that same school year. Applications sent to
Sandie Robb. Contact details overleaf.

Awards
Pambassador Award Gold Award
熊猫大使奖

Please note the following:
• The game, jigsaw or activity must be the original work of the pupils.
• The game, jigsaw or activity must be significantly different from the games and
activities already within the programme.
• The game, jigsaw or activity must be about China, its culture, language and
wildlife and include mention of the giant panda.
• All pictures, graphics, photographs must be the original work of the pupils.
• It is advised that any drawings for the game, jigsaw or activity are on separate
white A4/A5 paper, no creases, single sided, no writing. (See below, if chosen to
be produced, the original drawings must be available to scan to create clear
images.)
The material is to be photographed or scanned in high resolution. Photographs of the
pupils planning and developing can also be included with permission for RZSS use in
their publications, website and twitter.
All classes/groups fulfilling all the criteria will be presented with gold Pambassador
level. However, if funding permits, there may be one selected to be produced and
added to the Beyond the Panda programme. This game, jigsaw or activity will include
the school logo and the names of pupils who created the work.

All applications for Pambassador Awards to be emailed to srobb@rzss.org.uk
or sent to:
Sandie Robb, Senior Education Officer
The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland
134 Corstorphine Road
Edinburgh
EH12 6TS

Remember to include the following in applications:
• Date of Beyond the Panda workshop/session
• Date of visit to RZSS Edinburgh Zoo or RZSS Highland Wildlife Park
• Photographs, scans or colour photocopies of pupils’ work
• Date of local, regional or national promotional activity

• Photographs of local, regional or national promotional activity
• Photographs, scans or colour photocopies of game, jigsaw or activity
(Originals to be available if chosen to produce)

RZSS Beyond the Panda has been travelling to schools across Scotland since 2013 and is
now available to some other areas in the UK. We would like to acknowledge Education
Consultant, Mary Howell -maryhowell@btinternet.com for her guidance in matching our
learning outcomes to the Key Stages for the English Curriculum. Mary is a member of the
Royal Society of Biology, Triple Science Adviser, CPD facilitator, CLEAPSS Badged Trainer
and ASE Member.
See Beyond the Panda in action in our online videos On the road with Beyond the Panda
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdxcO0ohbZE
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RZSS China Mobile Library
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60DmB8Yk5yQ
Sandie Robb, RZSS Senior Education Officer, said: “The Beyond the Panda is a fantastic
and truly unique outreach learning experience. Through the China Mobile Library,
students are able to learn about Chinese history, geography, culture and language as well
as about giant pandas and the conservation work of the Royal Zoological Society of
Scotland. The children really enjoy the educational games, whilst learning at the same
time. The RZSS Beyond the Panda allows us to inspire the next generation of nature
conservationists.”
Miss MacDonald, St. Peter’s RC Primary, said: “After doing the panda box activities with
three classes, I can really see the positive impact it had on children’s learning. All classes
were engaged and enthusiastic throughout and when speaking with the children after
they completed the tasks, they could tell me lots of things that they had learned.”

For further information on the Beyond the Panda programme, please contact:
Sandie Robb, Senior Education Officer
The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland
134 Corstorphine Road
Edinburgh
EH12 6TS
srobb@rzss.org.uk
07963 070654
@Sandie_Robb
@RZSS_Education

#BeyondthePanda

