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9™ July by Sofya DiskantoYa

Although the journey had officially started in London Heathrow for the rest of the group, mine had

started 13 hours before that. | flew over from Russia and waited iitport for eight hours before

meeting the group. We then proceeded to board our plane for an eight hour flight to Dubai. It was

not as bad as it might sound. | slept for a majority of the wayleast tried due to confined spaces,

'y R { KS NS wetl NsBve arfivédyn®iibaiiiwe then decided that we shall not starve and eat

Ay al 052yt RQad ! fiK2dAK 2dzNJ OK2A0S 2F (KS @Sy dzS
paid for our meals, whilst crashing on rice.




10" July by Sofya DiskantoY&

Our flight from Dubai to Beijing was delayed for a bit more than an hour due to a medical emergency

(a passenger falling ill) on board, but everything went welhaadvere soon to be off. Ougight

hour flight went smoothly, apart from occasional turbulences. As we came off the plane, we were

greeted with an oven like blow to our faces. | was expecting China to be hot, but | was not expecting

27 degrees Celsius at midnight. | was seriously ied@bout my survival chances filie next day.

We joined theother groups that are going to the same place as us, and got onto the buses for our 45
YAYydziSa 22dz2NySe (2 2dz2NJ K2GSt o 2SS gSNB a2 1yl Ol SN
cupboard in ouroom actually felt softer than our beds. After praising Gods for the inventors of

showers, we became slightly concerned with our biological clock and getting up in the mdtrning.
GdzNy a 2dzi> (K2dAK>X (KFG S RARY Qauttfe méghentwe & 2 NNEB
got into bed.




11stJuly by Alice Sismanow@
Today we had our most exciting day yet ahead of us.

We woke up to a great window view of Beijing City and the sewideeping cars at 7.30 in the
morning. We then took a shower just before heading straight down to breakfast downstairs. When
walking into breakfast we were greeted with happy smiling faces welcoming us in to have food. To
our surprise we were served fdahat we thought we would have been served for dinner. For
example rice, noodles and meats. These were not at all what we had expected. We were all looking
forward to cereals and toasts but we found that rice and hot foods were actually extremely tasty fo
breakfast. Hot drinks such as warm orange and milk were all given to us to drink with our breakfast
even though they were hotter then the temperatures outside. The average temperature was more
than 30'C.

After breakfast we went back tour rooms wherewve had a long twdour break to collect our things,
pack our bags and text our parents back home. At 11 O'clock we met down in the reception where
our tour guides greeted us with a McDonald's for an early lunch to eat whilst making our way to
Beijing TrairStation. The bus journey was around-8® minutes which didn't feel that long when

you had amazing views, a hot burger and an ice cold drink to enjoy. Once we got to the train station
it was time to wait for our train. It was setting off at 2 O'clock miagrwe had around 2 hours to

relax and look around the shops. In this time we all ate a delicious ice cream and drank a cold bottle
of water to compete with the heat of the weather. When our gate opened to welcome everyone
onto the train we prepared ourdkets and passports to show to the security guards. After safely
getting through we walked onto our carriage where we then sat down in our seats. 5 hours passed
extremely quickly when looking at the beautiful views of China, playing hide and seek areund th
train and eating a delicious lunch that we bought in the food cart.

We arrived late at night in Chanlgau train station, which was then followed by faost 45 minute
journey to Chandmu Senior High School. Once arriving in our rooms we unpacked fazatig
next day and then settled down to have a good nights sleep after a long day of travelling.




12ndJuly byGrace Stonehous¥é9Q

Today was our first day at the Changzhou Senior High School. We didn't know much about the
campus but we knew where the dining hall was because it is right next to our dorms and we ate
there on the previous night.

Breakfast was our first event of the dagd | ate lots food. After breakfast the girls made their way
into the local shop opposite the school where we bought fans, sweets and insect repellent tshelp
through the week, whilsthe boys searched for WIFI. Once we had finished, it was timé&dor t
opening ceremony. ldny different people were introduced and spoke to us all about what was
going to happen in the week. We then were introduced to our Chinese buddies, we asked a variety
of questions to each other and they then gave us a tour arounddt¢heol campus. When we arrived
back at the classroom it was time for our firstden of the camp. W introduced ourselve® the

class and learnebasic greeting phrases. After lunch we started osséa on paper cutting. We
learnedmany technigues andsed them in producing our own paper cuttings. | really enjoyed this
lesson!

Sport was next on the list. There was a variety of sports thatautd pick from this included Ping
Pong, basketball, athletics and badminton. Then it was supper time and wgesh@lovely warm
cooked Chinese meal.




13rd July by Charlie BofvelQ

We woke up really eariyabout... ... 6:30. We didn't actually get out of bed to get changed until 6:45
and then had a shower. We then had brésst. In China, you don't have breakfdstich and
dinner;you have rice with every meal.

We then got on the bus and we travelled and went to a cave, the bus was way toancbtde AC

was really annoyingl was shaking/Ve got to the cave and it wasally hot, about 35 degrees. We
walked around the trail and took pictures of the scenery, and all the Asian buildings. We went into
the cave and it was wet and humid. It wasn't very natural as the owners had put concrete in there
and made loads of staieround everywhere, we got a boat ride out of the cave in a big underground
river and then walked round some more trails, lots of us bawjhgshots for 80p but they eve

taken off us quite quickly because it was dangerous. We went home antlout to arestaurant

called Ocean ip, it was a good experience but not many of us enjoyesbitye went to Pizza Hut
afterwards to fill us up.




14" July by Jasper HAILQ

Today atChangzhowbschool we woke up at 7:10 to then eat breakfasttbgr in the dining hall.
Breakfast was similar to the usual. | had rice, egg tart, bread and watermelon.

We then started our Chinese lessons at 8:00, we learned about weather and seasons. The lesson
lasted 1.5 hours with a little break in between we th&ent on to do preparation for our
presentation on Archécture in Changzhou. For lunchad chicken with rice and a Pepsi.

Shortly after lunch we had alligraphy lesson. Calligraphy was a good experience and fun to do.
This lasted for two hours so vended p making wonderful characters (which means happiness)

on nice coloured paper which we were allowed to take home after. The lesson finished and we were
all due to play sports until the rain started to pour which delayed us from playing but | emded

playing volleyball and badminton with Thor and My buddy Luke after the rain stopgytetis point

it was around 5pm. Dinner was at 6pm arh¥onwards | had some holiday work so we all had a
relaxed evening.




15" July by Fifi FufeyiviQ

Today we visited three places: the water city, the silk factory and the Suzhou gardens owned by the
Wang family.

The first plae we visited was the water cityt.was a very interesting place. There were mahgps
with a variety of beautiful items. | mostly liked the shops with China'’s traditional dress. There were
so many adorable animals that stared so inndbeat you whichwere most adorable

Next we went to the silk factory. The kind people showed ug itk is made and all the effort that
goes into making it. | also bought some items for my family that | think they will really like, everyone
took advantage of the free WIFI and face timed our families.

After that we visited the Suzhou gardens that lmadny confusing twists and turns but we managed

to get through. There were many Chinese citizens eager to take photos with the fascinating children
zooming past. The gardens were truly beautiful but | did expect them to have a bigger variety of
colours on he grounds instead of just green.

Overall the day was really nice and the weather wasn't too humid.




16" July Home Visit by Charlie Kilrea

Today we woke up at 7 and had breakfast and shorly after
met our buddies who we would spend the day with.my
buddy was Caroline and we had Thor, Alice and Fifi in our
group for the day.

We started off by walking into the city and going 1o a very
big shopping centre, whilst we were here we had Pizza Hut
for lunch which was $0 nice 10 have because we havent
had in a long time.Then we found an arcade nearby which
we had a go at and all five of us enjoyed, then we got to
look around a Iot of very nice shops that | enjoyed, after that
we walked to an even bigger supermarket that is a bit like
the ones we have back in the UK,

After that we headed to Costa because Caroline kindly

agreed 1o let us have WIFI briefly before we set off 10 go to the cinema which was great!
We watched Teenager Mutant Ninga Turtles 2 in 3D and 1o top it off the Chinese popcorn is
actually really nica!

After that we were picked up by her mum who then
took us to a big Ferris wheel a bit like the London
Eye and it was great,we got to see the whole
city,but | have to admit me and Thor did get a tiny
bit scared because of the heights

Then we headed over to Caroline’s Nan's house
and on the way we had 1o swap who was sitting on
the fioor of the car because there wasn't enough
room which was very funny because we had to
change who was sitting down whilst we were
driving!! Luckity | was the only one who somehow
didn't sit on the floor.

Once we got to Caroline’s Nan's house we were
greeted by her Aunt, Cousin and Nan. We all had a great meal whist getting to know
Caroline's family more.

Straight after the meal we saxd goodbye 10 her
family and headed 10 her house when we got
there she very kindly gave us all presents,




16" July Home Visit by Sofya Diskantdi@

¢t2RIFe 6S ¢Sy G2 2dzNJ dauiRyRid8&xp&iencec@miatSimmersionyirBoS (i (1 K S
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excted for what was about to come.
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with her teacher, we made our way down to the bus stop, and that was the offical beginning of our
adventure. We decided to go to her housesfiand introduce ourselves to her parents. We tried to

hold our conversations in Chireesbut might have failed miserably. Her parents were very lovely and

made sure to not show us how truly confused they were by what we were saying. After exchanging

2dzNJ I3AFGAT aAl Qa LI NByida SaoOFLISR (G2 (K$ed] AliOKSY
luxuriouslysoft sofa and had a few snacks. We chose a filmatchand just chilled for about an

K2dzNX» aAil Qad LI NByida SNB ¢Sttt LINBLINBR YR 02dzaK
nice, but some of them were quite unusual, such ds&rLJd 6AGK | Ffl 2dz2NJ 2 F LIA O]
moved on from lying on the sofike a bunch of happy sea lions to, making dumplings. We also kind

of failed at that, but our skills were quick to improve and Grace managed to make reasonable

dumplings. We maelabout 30 dumplings and went back to being happy sea lions. We were then
AYGAGSR G2 KIFI@S fdzyOK® aAl Qa LI NByda O0221SR dzL) 3
fulfilling that we were soon to have reached the point of being unable to eat anymbrideAdishes

were very memorable, including our failed dumplings, but we were especially fascinateddok a bl

chicken, which tasted just like a normal chicken. We then proceeded to fall into a food coma, and
discovered WIFI.

Mia suggested thatwe should2 G2 GKS W{2dziK { dNBFdoon F2 N &aK2 LILIA
afterwards. After strolhg through the shops Mia and her mum took us to a café they knew and

boughtus adishandadrik2 GNEBE® 2 S RARY QU | dgawésSn dxpefieSce SA (1 KS NE
hdzZNJ RNAyYyl1a 6SNB adzdk2aSRte YlIy3d2 A0S (SIFI odzi @K
R A RY @yiastdNlel-ahything.

We then concluded that our attraction to WIFI and the soft sofa of theirs was too strong, and we

headed back to their hase to chill. Mia ordered a small seafood pizza for us to serve as an appetiser

FYR Al ¢l a RSTtAOAdz2ZEAd® hdz2NJ RAYYSNI faz2z O2yaAraidsSR
alkYS LINRofSY Fa 6SQ@S KIFIR |G f dzy Odtnabgdi® G NA SR 2 dz

All was well, but then came to the time to head back to our dorms, and we set off. On our way back |

made a weird decisioto buy four small cans of green tea for my sister, without realising how

suspicious it is going to look in my suitcaéhiMt | was making that weird decision Grace had tried

a2YS ANBSYy (SIF F2NJ 0KS @GSNE FANRG GAYSI odzi KdzYya
English tea. ltfeltreally®a (2 &l & 3A22RoeéS +Fta ¢S KI @S KIFR &dzOK
go back to our dorms. We both agreed that it was one of the best experiences in our life.



16" July Home Visit by Cecily Turh&irQ

Today we spent the day with our Chinese buddies. | was in a pair with Jasper and our buddy was
Luke. Luke bought heousin with him and she was really nice, her name was Rain.

We set off for a theme park called Spring Autumn Dynasty at around 8am. We took a bus to the park

and it was a very easgyrney.Luke took us around lots of exhibitions on the history of Chirthe

park He explained everything in very good English butrséiliie us talk a bit in Chinesgfterwards

Jasper, Rain and | went on dleocoaster, which | really enjoyed. We then had lunch afichte beef

noodle soup and Luke bought some traditio@4linese snacks. Then we watched a 4D film, which

was my favouritgoart of the day. We were strapped into seats, just like a rollercoaster, and then the
aSkria 6SNB tAFTUSR dzLJ YR (KS ¢6K2fS NB2Y 6Syid O2Y
stars appeared on a curved screen in front of us and then a 20 minutes animated film was played

about the local area and how it looked in the past. The seats moved and jolted so it felt like we were
I32Ay3 GNK2dAK FyOASyl [/ K hefdredandl tdoughlpenSydditR2 yS | y & (i

We then went to the remains ofaancient city inside the park which werally beautiful. We then

f STG GKS LIN] FyR 320 2y GKS o0dza G2 3SG G2 [ dz]l S¢
FYR Al ¢l a 200A2dzate | o0A3 200Faizy F2N GKSY I &
meal that his family codkR T2 NJ dza> S@Sy G(KS LIAO1t SR FAaKH WI a
ate lots of rice.

L

After dinner Jasper and | gave Luke and his family presents and they loved them. Luke especially

liked the snow globe from London that Jasper gavedim @ dzf Ry QG a i 2LJ AaYAf Ay 3o |
us six masse/peaches each, they were hugéien ve said our goodbyes and thanked the family for

a lovely evening. Wen | got back to my room | weitto bed and fell asleep straight away as it was

such a busy day.
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