This list is taken from
"Using the Target
Language" McDonald, C
(1993:56-60) with
permission of the author
Please note that the
translations may not be
exact e.g. some of the
items listed in English are
no longer used in schools
due to the advancement
of technology and so
have not been translated.
Please feel free to edit the
document as you please.
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Language for teacher use

General classroom requests and instructions

Sit down

Stand up

Switch the light on/off
Put up your hand

Quiet, please

Have you finished?
Where is your ...7

Get out your ...

Please repeat

All together

A volunteer, please
Come here

Do you understand?
Speak a bit louder

Speak more quietly, please
Say it in..., please

Who would like to read?
Try again

Give out the books
Collect the books

Write down your homework
Give in your homework
Learn for a test

Please open the window
Please close the window
Who got it right?

Put your things away
Stand behind your chairs
Put up your chairs

Stack your chairs

Put your bags on the floor
Sit in a circle

Expressions of praise
Quite good
Well done!
Very good
Excellent
Good try
Congratulations!
Not bad
Much better
OK
Wonderful!
Brilliant!
Good idea
Original
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Expressions of reprimand/criticism

Line up quietly

Take off your coat

Be quiet

There is too much noise
That's enough

Don’t shout out
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Pay attention

Calm down

Don’t be silly

Are you chewing?

Put it in the bin

You can do better

Turn round

Don’t swing back on your chair
Sit properly

Come back after school
Lines

Detention on ... (day) at ...
Look this way

Instructions for activities

Find a partner
Get into groups of ...
Find page ...
Copy this into your books
In the back of your books
In the front of your books
Write in the margin
Write it in rough
Leave a line
Swap books
Fill in the grid
Correct your work
Mark each other’s work
Read this
Draw and label
Draw a picture
Ask questions
Answer the questions
Ask your partner
Don't let your partner see
Cover this with your hand
Tick the boxes
Copy the grid
Fill in the gaps
Join up the words and the pictures
Mix up the cards
Look it up in thé dictionary
Pretend that you are ...
Mime
Do the role-play
Have a conversation
Take it in turns
Imagine
Think of ...
Whisper
Team A, B, C
Stand in line
You have five minutes
Start with ...
Rewind the cassette
Listen to the cassette
Record on cassette
Record on video
Put the disc in the disc drive
Load the programme
Typein ...
Delete
Press
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Save
Print your work

Explanations {(grammar)

Look at this
Notice this

It's different

It changes

It’s important
Take away this
Put

Don'’t forget

it's the...side radical
it's the....top radical
it starts with...
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Comments in exercise books

Good work

Neat work

Take more care

Too many mistakes

Too short

Take more care with spellings
Take more care with your
handwriting

You can do better

Good presentation

Where is your homework?
See me!

Underline the title

Don’t forget the date and title
Don’tleave gaps

A big improvement

Write in sentences

Don’t write in English

Copy with more care

Phrases for pupil use

To the teacher

Can you repeat that?

Can you repeat that more slowly?
How do you say ... in...?
What does ... mean?

How do you spell ...?

I've/I haven’t finished

I don’t understand

I don’t know

Is that right?

Excuse me

Sorry

Just a minute

I haven't gota ...

I've forgotten my pen

I've forgotten my homework
May [ have a piece of paper?
What page is it?

Sorry I'm late
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May I go to the toilet?
May I leave?

May I go to my violin lesson?
I feel ill

Can you help me?

I have a problem

I'didn’t hear

Ican't see

May I open the window?
May I close the window?
... is away

I'was away

Can you explain?

May I clean the board?

Classroom objects

Book
Exercise book
Pen
Biro
Pencil
Rubber
Ruler
Scissors
Glue
Sellotape
Rough/scrap paper
Compass
Hole punch
Highlighter
"+ Stapler
Drawing pin
Paper clip
Calculator
Felt-tip pen
Pencil case
Dictionary
School bag
Cassette
Tape recorder
Listening centre
Headphones
Video
Video player
Video camera
Television
Computer
Keyboard
Screen
- Disc
Disc drive
Printer

Blackboard

Chalk

Board rubber
Whiteboard
Whiteboard pen
Overhead projector
Overhead transparency
Projector

Language for classroom use
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Games
Dice
Counter
Cards
Board
Shake the dice
Throw the dice
Go forward to ...
Gobackto ...
Go back to the start
Have another throw
Odd/Even number
The winner
Guess
Miss a turn
Turn over
Deal out the cards
Pick up a card
Collect pairs
Collect sets of ...

Talking to each other

T'll start

You can start
I'm person A
You're person B
Whose turn is it?
It's your turn
It's my turn

- What?

Can you repeat?
Who's writing the answers down?
Me

You

Just a minutet
Well done!
Hurray!

Hard luck!
Never mind!

It doesn’t matter
Gosh!

What!

Oh no!

That's right
That's wrong
Don’t cheat!
Hurry up!
Come on!
Quickly!

Great!

Terrific!
Brilliant!

This is fun

This is boring
Could you lend me ...?
Giveme ...

This list is taken from

Using the Target
Language" McDonald, C

(1993:56-60) with

"

permission of the author.
Please note that the

translations may not be
exact e.g. some of the

Pass me the ...

items listed in English are
no longer used in schools
due to the advancement
of technology and so
have not been translated.
Please feel free to edit the
document as you please.
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