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1. Anne Martin: Head of Chinese

2. John Short: Head of History, Edexcel
iGCSE Examiner, OCR A Level Examiner
3. Fran Ring: Edexcel iGCSE Examiner

4. Siobhan Dickens: Head of Staff
Development, OCR A Level Examiner

Aims
1. Motivations and Building Links

2. Benefits of Teaching Chinese History
3. Challenges of Teaching Chinese History and
Practical Teaching Advice
4. Questions

Motivations
• China’s position in the
world
• Why GCSE/iGCSE?
• “It has all the
ingredients- change,
revolution, a cult
figure (Mao) and,
most importantly for
boys, lots of death
and disease.”

Building Links: 2012-13
1.Observations
2. Internal
Study Day

Curriculum Mapping
Year Group

Time Period
Covered

Potential CrossOver

7

1066-1487

Song Dynasty

8

1487-1900

9

1900-1975

Ming Dynasty,
Opium Wars,
Empress Cixi
Manchurian
Crisis, China
during WW2
and the Cold
War

Long Term Goals

1. Regular
Study Visits
to China
2. Centre of
Excellence

The benefits of teaching Chinese History
1. Interesting to learn
a brand new topic.

“One thing that makes it more
interesting is the extent of change. In
other topics it sort of stays the same
which sort of gets a bit tedious
whereas with China there is so much
change.” Max, Year 11

“There’s just so much, it’s a
meaty juicy get your teeth
into topic!” Harry, Year 11

“It was both interesting and
important to study one of
the oldest civilisations in the
world.” Lewis, Year 11

The benefits of teaching Chinese History
2. Students are
captivated by the
subject matter.

“Its fascinating to learn about how
one person (Mao) can unite a
country and bring millions of people
together.” Harry, Year 11

“the numbers are larger. Whereas in
Medieval European history you learn
about the mobilisation of a couple
of thousand knights, in china its
millions of people.” James, Year 11

The benefits of teaching Chinese History
3. Students were
particularly
interested in the
politics and
economics of
China.
“China is a very influential
country with a strong
economy and it is important
to know how this
happened.” Daniel, Year 11

The benefits of teaching Chinese History
4. Links well with
other subjects
studied.

“In geography they do an
economic activity module. The
study of the Deng revolutions
really helped put this into
context.” Nathan, Year 11

“From a geographical point of view
their industrialisation is unmatched
and to plot such a rapid rise of a
country is captivating. Studying
History alongside Geography has
really aided me.” James, Year 11

“One of our anthology pieces in English is
a piece from Chinese Cinderella about girl
who comes from china to go to university.
It helped with the analysis of this piece as it
gave us an in depth view of the world she
was living in.” Harry, Year 11

The benefits of teaching Chinese History
5. Inspires students
to engage with the
language

The benefits of teaching Chinese History
6. Recruitment

Teaching Chinese History

Teaching & Learning Ideas

Challenges:
1.Lack of pupil familiarity with the
country and its history
2.Language barriers
3.Complexity
4.Differences of culture &
ideology
5.Resources
6.Access to primary sources

Chronological Understanding:
Focus: Comparison of the UK/Europe and China
at the same time(s)
Time: From 1 lesson to several weeks
Activity: Pupils work in pairs; one researches the
UK/Europe and one researches China, using
resources provided by the teacher. They then
pair up and share their findings, and identify
similarities and differences between the two.
Topic Ideas: Admiral Zheng Ho & European
explorers such as Columbus; the events of
1989 in Europe/China.

Diversity:
Focus: Understanding of the impact of specific
events/changes in Chinese History on different groups.
Time: 1-2 lessons
Activity: Pupils assume a particular character, and
research the impact of a change on that character,
using resources provided. Pupils then rotate ‘in the hot
seat’ and are interviewed by other characters about
their experiences. Pupils conclude by completing a
spectrum diagram from positive to negative impact.
Topic Ideas: The impact of Mao’s policies on China;
attitudes towards Imperial Rule and the future of China in
the early C20th.

What was everyday life like in China?

Next lesson you are going to physically
represent how a group in China were
effected by Mao’s rule.
There are two parts to your HW:
1. Produce a briefing paper focused on
what life was like for your group in
China under Mao. It should be no
more than one typed page. It must
include:
 Mao’s aims / views for/of your group
 How your life changed / stayed the
same under Mao
 Summary of the impact that Mao had
on your group (Positive? Negative?
Extent of change). In essence, a
conclusion.
2. Organise props for next lesson so that
you are easily recognisable as a
representative of your group.

A group which
experienced
substantial change
for the better

Substantial Impact

Negative
Impact

Positive
Impact

A group which
experienced very
limited change, but
what there was was
for the worse
Limited Impact

Interpretations:
Focus: Understanding and evaluation of a variety of
interpretations of a period of Chinese History
Time: From 1-2 lessons to several weeks
Activity: Pupils begin by learning about a given period
e.g. through a talk by a speaker. They then work in
groups, each group being allocated a different
interpretation of the same person/event. They must use
resources (images/text) provided to produce a poster
supporting that interpretation. The pupils then rotate and
rank each interpretation based on ‘convincingness’.
Topic Ideas: Empress Cixi; European Imperial Powers in
China in the late C19th.

Change & Continuity:
Focus: Being able to identify changes and continuities
over a long period of time
Time: 1 lesson (could be revisited at the start & end of a
unit)
Activity: Pupils either construct a timeline or are given
one by the teacher. They colour code the developments
shown into categories using highlighters (e.g. political,
social, economic). They then rate the extent of change
on a scale of -5 (regress) through 0 (no change) to +5
(progress) between sets of given dates, finally summing
up with a concluding judgment.
Topic Ideas: China 1949-present day; China under
a named dynasty.

ca 1700-1046 BC - Shang Dynasty
- the first Chinese state for which
clear written records remain unites much of north central
China.

1045-ca 770 BC - Zhou dynasty
replaces Shang as dominant force
across northern China

ca 770 BC - Zhou state collapses
into loose association of warring
states, known as the Eastern
Zhou.

221-206 BC - King Ying Zheng of Qin for
the first time unites much of the
Chinese heartland, becomes the first
ruler to use the title "emperor" as Qin
Shihuangdi ("First Qin Emperor") and
builds first Great Wall of China, but his
empire quickly collapses after his death.
After a brief period of instability, Liu
Bang founds the Han dynasty.

206 BC - 220 AD - Han Dynasty: first
durable state governing the entire
Chinese heartland, ushers in first
Chinese cultural "golden age", growth
in money economy, and the
promotion of Confucianism as the
state philosophy. Buddhism makes its
first inroads into China.

220 - 589 - Collapse of Han state
results in nearly four centuries of
division between competing
dynasties before China is reunited
by the short-lived Sui dynasty.
Start of the development of
southern China.

618-907 - Tang Dynasty unites China
for nearly three centuries, in what is
seen as the second high point of
Chinese civilisation after the Han;
imperial sphere of influence reaches
Central Asia for the first time.
Landmark Great Wall was built to
create a barrier between China and
the nomadic peoples to the north

960-1279 - Song Dynasty: While
weaker than the Tang empire
militarily and politically, Song rule
marks a high point of Chinese
classical culture, with a flowering of
literature, scientific innovation and
the adoption of Neo-Confucianism as
the official state ideology.

1271-1368 - Mongols conquer
China and establish their own
Yuan Dynasty, founded by Kublai
Khan. Marco Polo and other
Westerners visit. Beijing becomes
the capital of a united China.

1368 - Ming Dynasty overthrows
Mongols and establishes
sophisticated agricultural
economy, underpinning strong
centralised bureaucracy and
military. Great Wall of China
completed in the form seen
today.

1644 - Manchu Qing Dynasty
drives out Ming. Chinese empire
reaches its zenith, with the
annexation of Tibet, Mongolia
and present-day Xinjiang
(Turkestan).

19th Century - Qing Dynasty
begins a long decline. Western
powers impose "unequal
treaties" that create foreign
concessions in China's ports.
Regional warlords rise as central
government atrophies.

1899-1901 - "Boxer Rebellion" in
Northern China seeks to stifle
reforms in the Qing administration,
drive out foreigners and re-establish
traditional rule. Defeated by foreign
intervention, with Western powers,
Russia and Japan extracting further
concessions

1911-12 - Military revolts by
reform-minded officers lead to
proclamation of Republic of China
under Sun Yat-sen and abdication
of last Qing emperor. Republic
struggles to consolidate its rule
amid regional warlordism and the
rise of the Communist Party.

1925 - The death of Sun Yat-sen
brings Chiang Kai-shek to the
fore. He breaks with the
Communists and confirms the
governing Kuomintang as a
nationalist party.

1931-45 - Japan invades and
gradually occupies more and
more of China.

1934-35 - Mao Zedong emerges
as Communist leader during the
party's "Long March" to its new
base in Shaanxi Province.

1937 - Kuomintang and
Communists nominally unite
against Japanese. Civil war
resumes after Japan's defeat in
Second World War.

1949 - 1 October - Mao Zedong,
having led the Communists to
victory against the Nationalists after
more than 20 years of civil war,
proclaims the founding of the
People's Republic of China. The
Nationalists retreat to the island of
Taiwan and set up a government
there.

1950 - China intervenes in the
Korean War on the side of North
Korea. Tibet becomes part of the
People's Republic of China

1958 - Mao launches the "Great Leap
Forward", a five-year economic plan.
Farming is collectivised and labourintensive industry is introduced. The
drive produces economic breakdown
and is abandoned after two years.
Disruption to agriculture is blamed for
the deaths by starvation of millions of
people following poor harvests.

1959 - Chinese forces suppress
large-scale revolt in Tibet.

1962 - Brief conflict with India
over disputed Himalayan border.

1966-76 - "Cultural Revolution",
Mao's 10-year political and
ideological campaign aimed at
reviving revolutionary spirit,
produces massive social,
economic and political upheaval.

1972 - US President Richard
Nixon visits. Both countries
declare a desire to normalise
relations.

1976 - Mao dies. "Gang of Four",
including Mao's widow, jockey for
power but are arrested and convicted
of crimes against the state. From 1977
Deng Xiaoping emerges as the
dominant figure among pragmatists in
the leadership. Under him, China
undertakes far-reaching economic
reforms.

1979 - Diplomatic relations
established with the US.
Government imposes one-child
policy in effort to curb
population growth.

1986-90 - China's "Open-door
policy" opens the country to
foreign investment and
encourages development of a
market economy and private
sector.

1989 - Stockmarkets open in
Shanghai and Shenzhen.

1992 - Russia and China sign
declaration restoring friendly ties.
The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) ranks China's economy as
third largest in the world after the
US and Japan.

1989 - Troops open fire on
demonstrators who have camped for
weeks in Tiananmen Square initially
to demand the posthumous
rehabilitation of former CCP General
Secretary Hu Yaobang, who was
forced to resign in 1987. The official
death toll is 200. International
outrage leads to sanctions.

1989 - Jiang Zemin takes over as
Chinese Communist Party general
secretary from Zhao Ziyang, who
refused to support martial law
during the Tiananmen
demonstrations.

+5 – great progress

0 – continuity

-5 – great regress

+5 – great progress
Social Changes

0 – continuity

Political Changes

-5 – great regress

Example
Outcome

Evidence:
Focus: Learning about characteristics and changes in
periods of Chinese History using primary source
evidence, particularly artefacts.
Time: 1-4 lessons
Activity: ‘Virtual Museum’: Pupils are given artefact or
evidence cards provided by the teacher (or real
artefacts could be used if available). They are broken
into groups, to focus on a given theme (e.g.
propaganda). They must ‘curate’ a mini exhibition about
their theme by selecting relevant artefacts and writing
interpretation cards to go with them. Pupils then ‘visit’ the
museum and evaluate each section.
Topic Ideas: Any period of Chinese History.
Could be used comparatively with Europe/Middle
East/Africa/Americas

External Speakers

Trips and Visits

Extra-Curricular Clubs

Resources:

Resources:
• Access to History, China: From Empire to People’s
Republic and The People’s Republic of China, Lynch
(KS4-5)
• Heinemann, China 1900-76, Stewart (KS4-5)
• Modern China, A Very Short Introduction, Mitter (KS5 &
teacher’s resource)
• China: A History, Keay (KS5 & teacher’s resource)
• The Penguin History of Modern China, Fenby (KS5 &
teacher’s resource)
• China in the World: A History Since 1644, Primary
Source Inc. (resources can be adapted to all levels)

Resources:
• Museum Websites e.g. http://www.britishmuseum.org,
http://www.tombtreasuresofhanchina.org/
• BBC Radio Series, China: As History Is My Witness
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n61sm
• Historical Association Podcasts on Modern Chinese History
http://www.history.org.uk/resources/secondary_resource_4173_12
4.html
• PBS Documentary on the Gate of Heavenly Peace
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gate/
• Chinese Posters http://chineseposters.net/index.php
• BBC, How to Say Chinese Leader’s Names
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/magazinemonitor/2012/11/how_to_
say_chinese_leaders.shtml
• Fordham University Internet Sourcebook:
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/eastasia/eastasiasbook.asp
• BBC Primary and Secondary History websites e.g.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/
tang_tomb_figures/

Contacts:
John Short, Siobhan Dickens, Fran Ring
History Department
Trinity School
Shirley Park
Croydon
CR9 7AT

0208 656 9541
jas@trinity.croydon.sch.uk
sed@trinity.croydon.sch.uk
far@trinity.croydon.sch.uk

• http://www.britishmuseum.org
• http://www.history.org.uk
• http://chinese-history-network.group.shef.ac.uk/

