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Languages Levels

Listening Speaking Reading Writing

Level 1 | Icanunderstand clear 1 can say a word when T I can read single words I can copy words
classroom commands see a picture. I can give written clearly with correctly. I can label
and simple questions one word answers to pictures to help. pictures or complete
from my teacher (with simple questions. short sentences with a
gestures and repetition as single word.
needed).

Level 2 | Tcan understand basic T can speak in short I can read sentences I can copy sentences
instructions, statements, sentences. I can name aloud and match them to | correctly. I can write
and questions from my and describe some pictures. I can use vocab. | accents properly. I can
teacher or cassette (with | objects. I can use set glossaries to find out learn and spell words by
repetition as needed). phrases. meanings of new words. | heart.

Level 3 | ! canunderstand short I can have a short I can read short texts and | T can write short
dialogues, instructions conversation which I conversations. I can use sentences using aids
and messages using have learn by heart. I can | a bilingual dictionary. I from memory. 1 can
familiar language at near | use short phrases to can identify and note write about what I like
normal speed. T can pick | express personal main points and personal | and dislike. My spelling
out the main points and responses. responses. is easily understandable.
note (with repetition) my
personal opinions on a
grid.

Level 4 | Tcanunderstand longer My accent is good. Ican | I can read a short story I can write my own

| dialogues at almost have a conversation and | or a factual text printed paragraphs. I can use my

normal speed with little make up part of it clearly. I can guess the knowledge of grammar

interference and answer myself. T can answer four | meaning of a new word. | to adapt and substitute

questions (repetition questions in a sequence. individual words and set

possible). phrases. I can use
dictionaries and
glossaries to check
spelling.

Level 5 | Tcanunderstand I can have a short I can read short texts I can write about my
(without interference) conversation and give about what has own opinions. I can say
familiar material from information about happened, is happening what will happen in the
several topics including myself, hobbies. etc... or will happen. I can future or what has

| present, past or future read authentic materials happened recently.
l events. e.g. Newspapers, Meaning can be
magazines, leaflet. .. understood easily. I use
dictionaries to extend
vocabulary.

Level 6 | Icanunderstand familiar | I can talk about what has | I can read long stories I can write longer texts
language covering past, happened, is happening, | and articles. I can including the past, the
present and future events | or will happen. I can understand the main present or the future. |
in unfamiliar contexts at | make myself easily points from long texts can use formal and
normal speed. understood (o a native covering different tenses. | informal language. I can

speaker. apply grammar in new
contexts. Meaning is
usually clear.

Level 7 | Icanunderstand I can initiate and develop | I can understand I can link sentences,
complex sentences and conversations. I can complex sentences and structure ideas and adapt
unfamiliar language at express the same idea in | unfamiliar language ina | previously learnt
normal speed with little more than one way. My range of material language for my own
repetition needed. pronunciation and imaginative and factual. | purpose. I can edit and

intonation are good. redraft to improve my
accuracy.

Level 8 | Icanunderstand I can give and justify my | I can cope with I can express and justify
different types of spoken | opinions. I can use a unfamiliar topics ideas and opinions. My
material with little range of vocab, involving more complex | work is accurate and my
repetition. I can draw structures and tenses. I language. I can recognise | style is appropriate to the
inferences, recognise can adapt language for attitudes and emotions. content.
attitudes and emotions. unprepared situations.
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Chinese (Cantonese or Mandarin)

The level descriptions for Oracy assume that Chinese may be spoken at a
slower speed and that the range may be more limited.

The level descriptions for Reading and Writing assume that, as well as using
pinyin, pupils can work with an approximate number of characters as
indicated below. These should mainly be simple and frequently occurring
characters that are relevant to the contexts for learning. It is expected that
pupils can understand compound phrases and four character phrases

(idioms).

Reading Writing
Level 1: 20 — 30 characters 10 — 20 characters
Level 2: 30 - 60 characters 20 — 30 characters
Level 3: 60 — 100 characters 30 - 50 characters
Level 4: 100 - 150 characters 50 — 100 characters
Level 5: 150 — 250 characters 100 - 150 characters
Level 6: 250 ~ 350 characters 150 - 250 characters
Level 7: 350 - 450 characters 250 — 350 characters
Level 8: 450 — 600 characters 350 - 500 characters

Exceptional Performance: 600 or more characters 500 or more characters

The level descriptions for Reading assume that characters beyond the level
of pupils' development which appear in authentic materials may be glossed
using pinyin or a similar romanised transcription.

Japanese

The level descriptions for Levels 1 to 4 for Reading and Writing assume that
pupils’ script capability has developed so that they can work with the
following:

Level 1: hiragana symbols

Level 2: hiragana symbols and modifications (for example, nigori)
Level 3: hiragana and katakana symbols and modifications

Level 4: hiragana, katakana and 20 — 40 kanji.
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Levels for Chinese:

e What can I do now?
¢ What am I aiming for next?

LISTENING

Level 1

I can understand familiar words and phrases with some
repetition or gestures to help me.

Level 2

I can understand a range of familiar phrases with some
repetition to help me.

Level 3

I can understand the main points in a short speech made up
of familiar language.

Level 4

I can understand longer passages made up of familiar
language and get some details as well as the main points.

Level 5

I can understand longer passages made up of familiar
language from several topics, including present and past or
future events. ]

!
|
|

Level 6

I can understand passages about past, present and future ‘
events, with familiar lanquage in dif ferent situations.

SPEAKING

Level 1

Level 2

I can say and repeat single words and short simple phrases. |
I can answer some simple questions and give basic '
information.

Level 3

I can ask and answer simple questions and use short
phrases to express my personal feelings. |

Level 4

I can take part in a short conversation using what I know.

Level 5

I can talk about what I have done or am going to do, as well
as everyday activities and interests.

Level 6

I can talk about the past, present and future and use what
I know in new situations,
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READING

Level 1

I can recognise and read out a few familiar words and
phrases.
I can recognise 20-30 characters,

Level 2

I can understand and read out familiar phrases.
I can recognise 30-60 characters.

Level 3

I can understand the main points in a short text.
I can recognise 60-100 characters.

Level 4

I can understand the main points and some details in a
short text.
I can recognige 100-150 characters.

Level 5

I can understand main pojnts and details in a range of
texts.
I can recognise 150-250 characters.

Level 6

I can understand texts that cover past, present and future
events. E : S '
I can recognise 250-350 characters,

WRITING

Level 1 |I can write or copy simple words correctly.
I can write 10-20 characters.

Level 2 |I can write or copy short phrases and write some words
from memory.
I can write 20-30 characters.

Level 3 | I canwrite a few short sentences and write some phrases

from memory. I can write 30-50 characters.

Level 4

I can write short paragraphs of 3 or 4 sentences, mostly
from memory. I can write 50-100 characters,

Level 5

I can write a short piece giving information about recent
events or future plans. I can write 100-150 characters.

Level 6

I can write in paragraphs about past, present and future
events. I can write 150-250 characters.
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